On the 21st March 1918 the
German air force bombed
Lillers railway station and a
train loaded with ammunition
exploded near the hospital.
Kate Maxey sustained wounds
to her right forehead, right side
of neck, right forearm, right
and left thighs and right foot,
a fracture to the right forearm,
a spinal injury causing pain
and restricted movement of
the shoulders and a perforated
eardrum.

Above right : War Office record [Army Form B103] relating to Sister Maxey’s
service and wounding. Reproduced by courtesy of the National Archives.

Below : A letter to Kate Maxey's Sister in Spennymoor from the Officer

Commanding 58th CCS dated 23 March 1918,
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FROM THE DIARY OF A
SOLDIER OF THE
STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT

Myself included in a party
of 18 B Sect march to Lilliers
(sic) for temporary attached
Duty with No. 58 C.C.S. The
place bombed at night and
the Station by Hospital also
one train of ammunition
blown up, and fired. Shells
blown all over the town

and into Hospital. Many
casualties. Nurse killed
and Matron badly wounded.
We turned out in Stretcher
Squads to the scene, the
bombing continued for
hours.
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In his official report Lt.Col. J Graham Martin wrote :

Miss Maxey’s tact, zeal for work, and influence for good are of the
highest. ...I have the greatest pleasure in giving this testimony to one
of the finest Nursing Sisters | have ever met.
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London Gazette 4th June 1918
King’s Birthday Honours

Miss Kate Maxey of Spennymoor is awarded
the Military Medal and Royal Red Cross Medal
(1st class) for gallantry and conspicuous
devotion to duty during a recent hostile
bombing raid on a Casualty Clearing Station.
Although severely wounded herself, she went
to the aid of another sister who was fatally
wounded and did all she could for her. Later,
although suffering severe pain, she showed
an example of pluck and endurance which
was inspiring to all. She was Mentioned In
Dispatches some time ago and wears the
Mons Ribbon.

Northern Echo, 8 June 1918
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