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A‘Ri)s OF TRENCHES
~ CAPTURED.
{Fnom S Jomx mer)

Fjaldﬂnahnl commanding the :Bnmh
in Franca mepnm as follows 1—
3 August B

my mmmunlq!u of Augt. 1, the
v on both sides has been active north

tage has been with us.
morning, after a e artillery
bud.tneu('- in whlc.h the French on our
ly, wo attacked the
‘-mmhm at Hooge captured by the enemy
mmyso. These  were all retaken,
following up this success wo mede further
north and west of Haoge, extending
. ;mnzui the trenches captured to 1,200

During this fighting our artillery shelled
Gernnm train at Langemarck, dersiling

The captures reported amount to three
124 other ranks, and two machine-

THE RECENT OPERATIONS.

| For the last three months or so Hooge has been
e scene of as hting as any that has
d on the British front.  On May 24 the
launched a severe gas attack against

ions here, and in the adjoining portions

the Ypres salient, and. though counter-attacks
uently gave us back much of the lost
the CGermans retained a footing in our

3 oss 4 farm nﬂm Wielje and forced us.
hed lines near
BallewInrde Lnke. north of Hooge. On
night of May 3031 wo seized some out-
nga of the rined chateau at Hooge,
at one time, as.8ir John French admitted
h of June 4, we were compelled
;evacuata the" bwldlnga, but on the night of |

&3 we renaptured them. 1In this continuouz
the 3rd Dragoon Guards played o ve
t part. ‘Ten days later we again tool
va here, and we not only ocoupied
and snocmd line trenches, but tool 157
which
proportionate

Tho fi h\‘.mgwmbonfmmdsytnd?a?’
in\g on Juns 18 Sir John French
hat during the weels we had captured
mclnd.mg '

bt m Jul ].9we blew up a4 m|mywush
chitean mﬂ‘ ﬁhm_gmnad 150 yards of

15 pnsone'r\a {m
two oﬂoam}

- Gormans hod Un Jn]y 30 by a
toiour!momdbymnbtmk
gﬁbﬂm " which enabled them

te our first line of trenches on a front
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| | against  the

i | ' been . anticipated that the battalion

jicmter... s
{

RITISH HEADQUARTERS, FRAN
B : Ava. 19, 4 \
SR T rgvar{'. once more to our success at Ho_t__)ge
on August 9 it is because the more one hears
“of this -engagement the more one is justified
‘in proclaiming the affair of good augury for
‘the future. ;
 One point which deserves special emphasis
is theg_unusha.l digtance which had to be covered
by our attack. This was no mere question of
leaping out of our trenches and hurling our-
‘selves over 30 or 50 yards of ground into the
enemy’s positions. Our troops had for the most
part upwards of 500 yards—and that nearly
all uphill—to cover before they eould come
‘to grips with an enemy who had been fully
warned by the sustained bombardments, not
only of the previous days, but of the half-hour
. immediately preceding our advance. Only  the
. 'most perfect cooperation between our infantry
‘and artillewy offered us the least chance. of
success, and at the risk of being wearjsome
one must insist again upon the scientific. aecu-
racy of our arrangements, which enabled us to
‘rush an extensive and comparatively distant
“position so completely as to surprise the fore-
warned defenders. The moral ‘effect of ‘this
‘admirable coordination has undoubtedly ‘boen
(very great among the battalions actually
|engaged, and when the nmews of it has Spread
more widely still our whole’ Army will be en-

[ | couraged by the Knowledge that we are as well

i | Erot'ecte»d by olur guons as are even the French
{

v their 757, © B

| And yet when all this has heen said, the

| |struggle after the first hour or so was' mainly

one of the junior officers and mien, = Onie ‘ean §
'see this clearly in the fortunes of the batkalion

§ | to which it $6il to carry the part of the German | |9

klines”about the érater near the Tlooge chiteau.
| Tk was a piteh dark night when they assembled
| for the attack somewhere to the south of Hooge.
| The ground to be traversed was sown with
| barbed-wire entanglements and was strewn with
the bodies that were the relics of previous en-
gagements, i

SHOT WITH THEIR' OwN GuUN. -
‘With- -magnificent - courage  and confidence,

| however, the men advanced up to the very edge

' of our own shell fire, and then when ous guns
. | lengthened and’ began to play upon the German
| \ positions to the north the advance was made
| | with great rapidity.  The bombing parties, as
. usual, did excellent work. One such party came

upon a German machine-gun detachment in a

communication trench which had escaped out

hombardment, and after the enemy had been

‘killed the gun was emploved to’ good  effect
Germans. - The hombers, fao,

Laccounted for-most of the 200 Germans or. so
' | who were killed fighting in the crater.. It had
which
| Was operating to the left would . reach
. this spot first, but the . hombers ‘of ithe
| battalion. whose - fortunes 1 _am - following
| | anticipated them by a few minutes, and fairly
pelted the Crarmng'as they tried to resist after
‘emerging from the fiers of dug-outs with which
they had lined the pulverized sides of the

R

an .'136_.)

[

b1

l‘a Blidown aski

- Whibberley was buried

{ l'mt L : ik ! g

6 et a erable n r of the en
still Turking amidst the battered i
.these Germans had little stomach for th
They had been badly shaken by our shell re,
and such as did not, escape were either taken
prisoners or bayoneted. The sharpest fight of
all perhaps was in the trenches near the stables,
the ruins of which have now been alternately
in our and the enemy’s hands for months, The
Germans ‘here had suffered much less from our
fire, and 300 of them were bayoneted before
we captured their lines and began hastily to
organize our defences.

About 9,30—that is to say, some 61 hours
after the opening of our preparatory bombard-
ment—the Germans began to open upon us

tion of Hill 60—and for the remainder of the
day our troops had to endure a never-ceasing
fire of every description. The first troops,
naturally, had gone up light, but the reinforee-

ments brought up further supplies of ammuni- -

tion, sandbags, and shovels. Moreover, a bod
of sappers had been pushed up at the outsef,
and, m spite of & heavy fire, had succeeded with
the utmost gallantry in putting up wire entangle-
ments in front of our eonquered positions. The
vital wisdom of these precautions having been
taken betimes became apparent as the day wore
on. The German fire, playing upon eround which
had already been churned up by our own guns,
‘made the bringing up of supplies more and
more difficult. Fven the barest communica-
tion with the men who were holding that death-
swept ridgo was a matter of much difficulty.
Twice the telephone wires were shot away ;
! visual signalling was untrustworthy owing to
 the clouds of smoke and dust which thickanod
‘the air, and at Tast messages had to be carried
to and fro by orderlics.

} Wounpep Orricer Wao Herp (.,

Towards nightfall it was decided that the
battalion which attacked the craten should
be reliaved in their trenches, and orders were
sent up to ‘them to withdraw. The order
was not received by all the battalion, and four
afficers, with 200 of their men, held on all night
on the ridge between the crater and the stables,
and were not relieved until 9 o’clock the follow.
ing morning. One in particular was privileged

—for such surely is not an ina propriate term
to use of such very gallant gentlemen—ito suffer
[muvh wnd . to display extraordinary bravery
and tenacity. Not long after his arrival on
the ridge he was smothered by a shell, and was
wounded in the leg and shoulder. He insisted,
‘however,*on remaining with his men, and was
again wounded, this time in the jaw, on the
following day. He continued to hold on, and
idid not leave his men until they were back in
billets. One is glad to be able to say that he
18 now progressing well in hospital,

Lanece-Corporal Smith and 24 men who were
posted in the stables had an even longer ordeal.
They too had not received the order to rotire, .
and it was onlv later, when the colonel of the
relieving regiment heard that Smith had sent

for reinforcements and more

bambs, that the presence of the arty w
was realized, R BV 2R t‘hem

- Maxvy Heroio DEEDS,

If the brunt of the attack along this section’
of the line fell to cortain units, others also did
some very gallant deeds, of which the follow-
ng are typical. A machine-gun, which had been
‘put  under the charge of Lance-Corporai
¥ a shell, together with
several men of the section. W hibberley at once
sel to work to dig out his companions, and
succceded in rescuing two. He also dng out
the gun, and then, mounting it in position,
brought it again into action, :

Private 'W. Ray came upen a  Cerman
machine-gun which had been blown out of
position, and, though a steady fire was kept
upon, the place by the enemy, he managed to
remount the gun and to furm it upon, the
G(’ﬂnalw,_ Later in the day he also did excel
Ient service in carrying messages . backwards
and forwards repeatedly under heavy shell fire,

o fight.

trenches, but

with heavy shells—apparently from the direc. -

-
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