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Sept 29th 3915,

Dear Celonel,

We have just come out after the Straaf.
Wyllie was wounded in the head just before we went up.
We were in L dug-outs & he went to tell the Battery
Gommander about a signel that had been reported.The
4214 owing to having 2R.B.Batt's were srlected for the
attack & made a mess of it as you see frem the papers.
They got there alright 2 lines of trenches i.e.up te
Bellewarde lake,but did not get their Bembs up & were
not in close enough touch with the ¢th K.R.R.their sur
porting batt:so that they could not push up more troops
to hold the line before the Bosche(reported Prussian
Guard)had stepped out of their train & counter attacked.,
Every man with bombs this tactically was the feature of
the Straaf,this counter attack was completly successful.
The 3Td Div: had failed to make any headway whatever on
the Chateau which was packed with M.& The disposition
of our troops was 9th R,B. Sunken R4 to H19,0x & Bucks
119 to H16,Shropshires H18 to H14,then the 373 Diy:.
Well to continue,the R.B's blew up the redoubt opposite
Sunken R4 but were driven out,the 0x & Bucks #5538 also
retired from Bellewarde lake,this laft the Shropshires
(who did very well & might just have turned the scale)
with both flanks in the air.The Germans immediately
bombed into them from both sidest fow got back so that
we finshed off as we started.During all this the 9th K.
R.R's had moved up into the firing line but not until
much too late to be pushed forward into the captured
trenches. Somersets from G.H.Q.to Rly Wood,ourselves
from L dug-outs to G.H.Q.,then at night we went up &
with the Somersets consolidated our old positions which
were flat,We have had several compliments concerning the
work done in the 3 days we were there.Wounded were com-
ing in & being brought in all night.They suffered very
heavily.One of our new officers was slightly wounded in
G.H.Q. Jordon coming up the Sunken Rd & Stobart badly
Sshocked.Poor Parke who we had lent to the 9th R.B.to
lead their bombers as their officer was wounded the day
before,was last seen wounded in the crateri.e.the old
German redoubt.Such very bad luck as ho was just off to
be A.D.Csto Nugent now G.0,C.Ulster Division.
I zather the authorities are not on the whole displeased
as our attack was meant to draw the German troops in
which it was completaly successful as these big fellows
came up by train & counter attacked in mass. 3\

A * -
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The artillery preparations had been very thoro -
ing about 8 days.,All their trenches hadybeen bgﬁanl::t
pleces.An extraordinary incident happened the 2nd day we
were in,a wounded R.B.started hewling in delirium just
20 yds from the orater & 60 yds from our Sunken Rd Barri
ier in the middle of the afternoon.Twe Bosches came out
of the orater in full view to attend to him.Our men clap
ed & cheered them this frightened them away however,
After a bit the R.G.A.Trench Mortar 0f*inap Shouted te
the Bosche"Peace for 5 minutes"the Besche said Aes &
this efficer climbed up en the parapet with a stretch-
or & said Whe's ceming. Dixen eur cempany runner jump-
ed up & eoff they went te within 10 yds ef the Besche,
.alutgd twice with great ceeemony,Dixen teek his coat
off waite calmly,put the man en the stretcher made him
comfortable & returned te eur trenches.One eof our new
offigers Horner then went back & they got aneother wound-
ed man.They then gave 3 cheers for the Beosche which was
duly answered & all was normal again. Eto,etc.-

(signed)
Yrs sincerely
J B Resher.
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Dear Colenel.
i ably you will gathered from the meag®® reports in the papers what has
beenfoing on here — but you may like to have some details of events.
0f course tne 25th was the day of the general offensive but for a week be-
fors that we had rather stirring times & new experiences. One of them - the,
least enviable that has yet come our way-was being shelled fiercely as we
went up by train,packed in open trucks without sides- though by luck we zol
off with 40 casualties thanks to stopping the train & disperslng. :
Going through the town)nowadays is a great risk as strafing of it is con-
naous. Y b ;
;iauartillery preparations for the divisional show waa I believe wonderful
& lasted for several days with definite daily programmes of targets.
Theydidn't kpock out the M.G's in the farm however! : g -
From the 20%h to the 2374 we were in reserved spent most of the time in thel
L's. They put a battery actually in the same field so it wasn't a quiet
time &8 the din was terrific & the enemy found them out. My company was
then putX in the white chateau where we madg accommadation for the whole
battalion as this was to be our battle station. By some error we werse all
gent baeck to V the night of the 23Td to bivogac(ponrlng rain &.no accoma-
dation). On the night before the day of actlion we got an hour's notice
to get baek to the chateau where all arrived safely. ;
Meanwhile the 420d were making the really wonderful preparations for an&
asgault! Bomb stores & S.A.A.stores were made all aleng the front line |,
battle H.Q. for the Bde were dug in the H 1?0 sap. The saps were to&be ta;
main accomsdation for the aasault @ other lines were dug_near the? thg:v
ed over with brushwood, bridges belpg_put over them.We did aogs&olastsd
work., At 3.50 on the 25%h the preliminary bombardment starte 1 i
until 4.20 . From the chateau I Iitizsgogstigesgg;e-i;tﬁ-z: ::nt ﬂp O
s affair & most effective. . :
¢ Igznggogadoubt into a vast crator.ﬁo'gdst;g:a:;eaeﬁgz;'grodiglous hole.
eve it killed more of our own side ; s B.
ho 103 by Srimited I T Srde § onemiod, she yhodt Smrt BT
i i the 0&B the R.B. v s L
3i§1¥§r§i§§clinﬁgéng our front there is a zone of mangled dead cut ofl be-
. fore they could get clear. The K.R.R. then reinforced the r;:les.d Caa
. Ho one knows the true sequel. gheg hung onititihsrig?ﬁzﬁtir;t;;;;ey oo Y
' yvery few arrived.- about & hundred or sSc © . L &
L - ] very bosche carrying bembs but 1t seems rather to hav
';;g:zigi :I 1iok of sugpports. JIne I;oné ;sqve:zrioﬁﬁrii:geu;ngzysh;dtgzil
wWaTT i re The Somersets in G.H.Q. x t
afbrézgalz g::izr.vé going to F.13 & G.H.Q. The shelling was frightful but
we }o: few considering. \ F
Gr&égzii§e€§ings quieted down.As the 6%h bn' in the show we :;gectod to ha
ve 10 o@unterattack but nothing of this sort happened after all. E
At 7 p.m. we relieved the R. sector with 3 companies,The most app:h wh%z—
relief I've ever experienced. In piteh darkness & pouring rain,wi
irritable enemy. g
gzﬂga.:::-;ét ::a;riggt of the érunt line, heaps of sandbagiscrgwgsfswith
remants of 4 units. Afterf 2 hrs I got my men inte H 18,H 18,
g e night getting things square. : :
;;agzggiot:he Bﬁschg wae bembing himself backd;gtgoglssgwihtizgg;ﬁtti.:g_n%
he ocoupied the crater,(Heaven» knows why we ;t - n% s Bt T
ticipate him ). There were not many wounded le .~only

4 ; nig respect were
trenches & these were away in 24nrs - the arrangements in tri%‘!'.;‘g; %
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wonderful, abeut 1500 passing down T in the course ef the day °
At dawn ome could see the situatien - ene vast herd of dead in heaps and rows

between the lines and the gaunt cliffs eof the crater towering over the grim
array.
All day on the 26th we werked at the trenches and spent the night getting in
the wounded. They smiped very effectively in the olear meenlight from the
crater but all wers fetched in, in a sopry state... Suddenly at midnight &he
Boche attacked on our right (whers the - division had farsd similariy with
our division) & we had for an hour a regnlar "Hooge" bombardment. I had been
out to the crater half an hour before & scom them busy sandbazzing the inter-
ior so knew we had nothing to fear at our end,,the Beche trenches being in
too Irightful a state fer him _1,,5 siness. The last two wounded were
lying on thege parapet but ene ﬁggg B's there in clear meonlight.
earing the din but eur fellews were quite

the brigade I hear,get the wind up,
inary of all - during this really heayy shelling, the frent

bored. Mest e
line being =& d with ecleam hits many times and blown flat. Ii.had not ons

single casmalty
One man was lifted right over the parapet but jumped back with a smile, And

one of the wounded (in a parloums state) was completely buried for 10 m$s.hy
Phanfall - ofa-20% srump’gnd-encbeing unearthed 1it a sigarettes

By the time the-4ist relieve@ us en the night of the 20th the trenches were
worth calling smweh again, Wwindy

They came in in a Irigh‘tfully&s-tate as the last disapter was cansed by the

enfilade Flammen-werfer from a crater!
As fer our efficers Wyllie was hit & slightly cencussed - a mest grieveus less

but he's deing well I hear One of the drafy efficers was hit, Stebart mertared
again and shocked , Jordan rather seriocusly injured & dear eld Parke missing,
We lent 32 of our best bombers te the assanlting ferces &nd Parke wemt with
them ... HB came te see us the evening befere after a weeks training en facsi-
mile trenches to the ensmy's trenches - and knew he was going to certain death
though he was the same as ever....He was last seen in the crater, se thers 1is

a faint hope. @Some say he was wounded, Ao :
Now we belong to the 4ITHE & with those & Col. Rawlims "Prun the line. It means

i little ressg. S §
0n the whole,&s usual we missed the charge & came in for the crumping and

' digging! S@ here we stay for the winter

'

i

)

'I suppese the losses were justified by the armys succeases as & wnole, everyone

| one is gquite chesry about the showe
One strange incident.
That merning

The day before we wers relieved we reperted a rollef by the enenmy.
two Germans S B's clambered eut of the orater in bread daylight +teo succour
the twe of our wounded there. Our men clapped and thinking +themselves shet at
they retired. Immediately Horner# one of my officers shouted in German for
"five minst peace" & an enemy officer looked over and d4signed assent, This
officer and Dixon then fetched in the two wounded from the fool of the crater
and saluting, thanked the enemy for there courtesy' Abeut 20 of them looked
over at the ceremonyg. They wers shelling ¥s all the time & 4 mins?i after we

fara sgiping and mertering the crater again as usmnal.
later
Fe nad lent 32 of our best bembers te the R B'S because they had been too casual
‘e train their ewn. Twelve returned last night, one out of the eight I semt.
t appears they led the whele assault on the left, the rifle bembers deing the
line had been taken the carriers

ng & they the threwing. After the first d _tak
%\ “fed up and went back Our men reached the third line <finding thed bulk of

enemy here in deep dugouts underground. connected by passages. 2
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"'r.hoy hung en till noon & were then practically alone. Parke was seen in the
second line cheering them on. He himself led the show Jarmichasl followszed

nup but soon fell.
We have had 48 hours at ... in the rain & are now mp againim suppertff on the

1eft of the tewn , getting herribly crumped thanks te the batteries all around

A mest unpleasant journey here last night.
The news the south keeps ceming in better and better though I fear the

waather wil soupper the whole thing. Poor Parke was to be A. D. C to
Gensral Nugent this week. That brigade is not popular with the D. L.Iat presér

ent.
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207 D ({15

e what headway we had to make. There was |
undoubtzdly a shortage. That was known.,  Our
troops knew it ; so did the enemy. But neither of them
knew how really short we were in some very essential

, A particulars, Now [ can with impunity give at least one |
| or two flgures. T wouxd take gun ammunition.

{ Liun smmunition is roughly divided into high expio-

{ give and shrapnel. There is no doubt that milit
opinion, at ieast in this country—I am not. quite sur
about: France—was wedded to shrapnel for reason
which are not unconnectsd with the events of the |
Houth African War. It was supposed that the days |

4 of high explosives were numbered, except for siege
guns, and that shrapnel was the only weapon for |
lighting in the field. The developments of thi
Wi

—many of them unexpected, and many of them
pected by the greatest soldie proved that L
pert, opinion was not altogether correct in its. =
nticipation of the demisc of high explosives, We L2 &
were lats and rehictant converts, and. ke all ri: ], - ’ ll e SL’“M Lﬂ_ w
Inetant converts, we were very tardy in giving up .
the old apnel.  We came to the conclusion that E — .
al any a very high proportion of high cxplosive = e i = -
ammunition waa e tg Supoess ins\;iw -tmd of fm M..cu_,!‘e — LJD Iq_‘rk%‘-._ L‘-&j aa

trench warfare to which we had getiled down. T

think we still have a higher opinion of shrapnel than L — o e
cither the French or the Germans. 1t is not fer mo 1 ‘ a9
1o express an opinion on it. My business is to take

orders on point, and to supply whatever the

military op; & There is a good
deal 1o be said on both sides, at any rate our military
experts concluded that a very considerable proportion

v . "
\A-iu..‘t‘ Laa - 4
of high explosives were necessary—quite one-hadf. t = 'S y i
Hut came rather late to that conclusion, and Y t W
that Accounts. tos Ths ShEriase T the beginning of - == 7 f
the r, and later on in X )r%l May and furthgr.

1l .
OUR DEFICIENCIES IN MAY. m J“%“Od
. Now T will give the House an indication of the ek 2
leeway we had to make up. The Germans at that 4 h" L_._L s L B mb we Bac
time—T have already given the figures to the Hopse 1
~were turning out aboub 250,000 shells per day, the ¥ — i
vast majority of them being high explosives. Thay 1 L‘_ CQ-J osva W o ola
is a prodigiovs figure. The French have also been
i ;s the quantities which they have
Buty, they have great armies, ,
which wers turning out the -
materials of war for their army were naturally on &
larger gcale  thanm ours.  Our * large  arsenals
naturally  took a npaval turn, and the bulk
of the engineers who were Lurning  out  muni-
tions of war were engaged on naval work,
so that in the month of May, when the
L0000 shells a day, most
of them high explosives, we were turning ont, 00 3
dy in high explosives and 13,000 in ehrapnel.  (Cries
of * Oh.") That was neither right in quantity naor
d in proportion. I have already given the Honze some
of the reasons why the supply was 2o low. One Wi
| ihe lateness at which we came to the conclusion that |
| 3 high cxplosives were to play a gr:-'at nB.ﬂ‘i in the war. |

. e te iz a fark

=g

-y

-_—r
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PRODUCTION OF SMALL ARMS.
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fo those taken with regard to shells and machine guns,
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output in the first year of Lremch warfare. There

arc several branches which I might have dwelt

for optical glass that when the war broke out

there was an acute famine in this couniry.
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