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T come now to the equally important question of
hine-guns. The di i of the hine -
gun problem will be realized if the House will consider
not only the increase of the size of the Army, but
also that the number of guns per division has increased
many-fold. When the war began our ideas were
that esch battalion should be supplied with two
hine-guns. The Germans supply each with 16
machine-guns,  There is no donbt that a machine-
gun is by far the most destructive weapon in the
whole of their Army: it has destroyed far more
lives than their rifles. 1 am told that the machine-
guns and artillery between them are probably re-
sponsible for mope than 80 per cent. of the casualties,
rifles being responsible for not much more than
& per cent.  We were rather late in realizing the great
part which fthe machine-gun played in this war,
and T think I am entitled to say that the first time
that the importance of the problem it rease il
upon me ¥ the Prime Minister in one of his

visits to the frond in June. (Cheers.)

Mr. ASQUITH.—The first visit,

Mr. LLOYD GEORGE.—When my right hon.
friend returoed from the front he impressed npon
me, in the gravest possible language, the importance
of supplying on a very large scale machine-guns ;
and one of the first steps was to make Arrangements
for multiplying many-fold end as quickly as possible
oar output of machine-guns, We immedistely
placed large orders at home and abroad., We assisted
firms  with machinery, labour, and material, and
completely equipped a new large factory for the
manufacture of the Viekers gun. All the machine
togls and (-guipmmt.‘havc been delivered, but pro-
duction is o];r.F»cd for want of skilled labour, In
another part of the country an existing machine-
gun factory has been extended in order to ineresse jts
output of machine-guns, Two new factories have been
erected elsewhere to turn out other tiypes of machinery,
At fwo other works extension of plant has been made
for the production of machine-gun plants which are
to i the hine-g rod weti The net
resulb since we began these operations has been o
increase the production five-fold ; we turn out five
times the number we were turning out at that date,
In the New Year there will be 2 production Eroatar
shill, and, in short, our requirements are well in sight
of being fulfllled.
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