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Le Beffroi émergeant d: la vague des toits.
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Communiqué par I'/llustration. Le Beffroi et I'Hotel-de-Ville ]
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Le Beffroi vu par la rue Saint-Géry.
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Les ruines du Beffroi.
e Cay,
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Dans la cour d’honneur du Palais Saint-Vaast. Le lion qui surmontait le Beffroi.
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Avant la guerre.

Apres les premiers

bombardements.

Tour de [l'ancien couvent
des Ursulines, transformé en

college communal des filles.
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FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES
" CARRIED.,

The clearing of Delville Wood has al:eady
been deseribed at some length in the dispateh

IN VIEW OF FLERS
: VILLAGE.

THE DELVILLE WOOD
CLEARANCE,.

GERMAN SURRENDERS,
(From Our Special Correspondent.)

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS, Ave. 20.

Operations of any importanee arc still difficult,
[or the wet weather continues, and this afterncon
culminated in a tremendous thunderstorm which
swept over pact of the battle area.

No day, however, whatever the weather, passes
without our making some progress, nor withont
& eertain number of now prisoners being taken,
In every afiair, now, the number of prizoners
exeeeds the original estimates, whieh, at least,
is testimony to their moderation, In the opera-
tion of clearing Delville Wood, for instance, I
spole in my dizpateh of August 26 of the pri-
soners taken ax about 200, It now appears that

\ they were nearcr 400, A Iot of 160 captured in

one part of tho line failed to get into the original
ealculation, being assumed to be a duplication of
the 200 caught at another part. : |

Ho freely have the enemy been surrendering
in some of the recent engagements that a joke
i going around to the effeet that the Germans
practise * surrender drill * in anticipation of our,
attacks. Not otherwise, it is claimed, could they |
attain to such uniformity in the alacrity with
which they come out of the dug-outs, profiering
all their valuables as the price of their lives,

It moust not be supposed that this readiness
ta surrenclor makes the gallantry of our men any
the less, or the lighting less severe, The German
does not surrender until we are in his trenches.

\ The artillery, the rifle and machine-gan fire have |

10 be faced in every attack. It is when our men
have brolen through these and have rushed the

, when the bort 1-b stage is
reached, that the enemy breaks down, He simply

{will not stand when it comes to bayonet fighting,

or only does 50 on very rare occasions now.

Just to.  Not only, however, were the
Drisoners twice fs NUMErons 8s Was' sUpposed,
but it seems in all ways to have been & COnspi-
cnously suceessful piece of work,

The enemy in holding the fringes of the wood
had made himseli three lines of trenches, 4]

| protected with their uznal strong points, and,
| whatever other qualitics the German may pogsess

or lack, his industry in digging iz monumental,
The foremost trench, well within the wond, was
very formiclable, well made, and strongly held,
and the hideous condition of the wood itseli,
with its litter of broken tree-trunks making end-
less barricades, its shell-torn earth, all holes and
hummocks, and’ the dreadful numbers of dead
badies, made approach to the trench an arduogg
and terrible business. The second trench along
the very edge of the wood was shallow and lightly
held, The third, in the open beyond, again was
formidable. Though it lacked the deep dug-outs
which need long time for their making, ingenious
usze had been made of the dug-outs and pogitinny
of batteries of artillery which had formerly oeon-
pied the ground, these being strung togethior by
the trench. ¥

In spite of all obetacles, the attack was ecom.
pletely suoessful. The most formidable position
appears to have been a strong point with
machine-guns at the extrems eastern angle of
the wood. It delayed the attaek there for some
time, but when it was finally taken by bombing
at short range a garrison of over 50 men fell inty
our handa.

While it held out the machine-guns hers could
rake the trenchea which the centre of our line
had already rushed and ocecupied. An officer,
with a handful of men, seems to have acted with
great gallantry in hastily throwing up a parapet
ar brenstwaork under very sevors fire, which shel-
tered the trench and enabled our men to hold it.

The delsy at this point, however, held up the
troops on the left from advancing for a time,
and while waiting their time to go on they
sulfored, from the arlillery barrage, heavier
casunltis than other troops engaged in the
action. Nowhere, however, were our losses come
parable with those of the enemy, One portion of
our line took 200 prisoners with a total casualty
list, ineluding the most lightly wounded, con-
siderably less than this figure, and, besides the
prisoners taken, they know that they killed (for
they saw thein) over 200 Germans. And this takes
no account of the German wounded.

' GERMANS TIED TO POSTS.

ot

One of the ex: inary details
our men {and by officers of standing) is that
they found in the enemy trenches the bodies of
sentries tied to posts. One of these had had
his head carried clean off by a shell. It is
assumed that the tying of them was done as a

of field punisk t for some serious
mizdemeanour. But it is not nice to think of,
even as a punishment, :

Ag always, the officers are loud in praise of the
behaviour of their men—of all of them. There i3
an heroie story of a sergeant whoe eaught the
cnemy bombs and hurled them back again as
if he were fielding and throwing at the wisket,
He wos wounded in the hand and went back for
a bit ; thin came on again, and led a party in
rushing a streteh of trench, ¥

Our Lepvis guns did most valuable work, being,
a3 always, hurried well up in front. One Lewis
gunner, fighting single-handed, with dead and
wounded around him, had a duel with an enemy
maehine-gun, and killed the crew, so that the
cnemy gun was silenced and then eaptured,

As always, also, enthusiastic praise is given
to our streteher-hearers and officers and men of
the R.AM.C., some of whom worked under fire
for 20 hours without s rest of any kind.

Apart from the mere fact of ita sucecss, the
clearing “of the wood and the gaining of the
ground were a matter of no small milifary import-

ance.  From our advanced positions beyond the

wood our men now look right down on the vil-
tage of Flors. So from the left of High Wood
we look down on Martinpuich and from  the
ground heyond Pozitres on Coureelepte. Al
these places now lie, as it were, below our feet,

NEW PRO-ALLY CABINET IN
PERSIA,
-t VR SRR

Prrrocnap, Aug. 80—According 1o informa-
tion received from Teheran, a new Persian
Cabinot has heen formed by Vossuk-ed-Dow.
leh, who b Prime Mini Ming
for Foreign Affairs. The remsining members
of the new G it bolong to the Mod

who are friendly in feeling towards Russia and

Great Britain,—Reuler,
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o and
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b wred By Daily Mail Reporter
K s of w| the
i ine, HE “Fighting Pumphreys,
i and of Belsay, Northumberland,| tur
| have added a D.S.0. to the
ler,| family collection of war decora-| =
he| tions, which already includes a \
k-1 D.S.C., a M.C., and a mention ﬁ

cial| in despatches.

v illnaws came last night to Captain K
. E. W. Pumphrey that his

6ft, 1in, second son, Lieutenant

Nigel ‘Pumphrey, R.N., has been

awarded the D.S.0. for his leader-

ihn,| - chip of a flotilla of M.T.B.s during

hat| the attack on the _escaping \

me| German warships Scharnhorst

ate| and Gneisenau.

ped Lieutenant-Commander Pumphrey

the| I8 31. He has already won the

D.S.C. for a M.T.B. attack on a

rd’s| German convoy.

1im-|He has been thrice wounded in

Channel actions, and has been

1ant| mentioned in despatches,

e to

i er a *

it seen 1S two other brothers—the

2 fore eldest and the youngest—are

and| both officers in the Royal North-

who| umberland Fusiliers (the Fighting

Fifth).

i Both are now priseners of war.

} ‘Major Jonathan Pumphrey, who
is 34, was in' the thick of the
battle for Crete, and was after-

|

. .-‘..,.I -
=]
»

i eX-| wards mentioned in despatches
! nc\h{ for conspicuous gallantry.

ik nent|gecond-Lieutenant Laurie Pum-
| ’;I’J‘fi phrey, who is 25, fought in Libya
}‘!.. A until he was reported missing.
] Now he is a prisoner of the
| . Italians.

1 slied

| i *

aid:

per- APTAIN PUMPHREY served in
The France with the Durham Light
| sred| “Infantry in the last war and
| was badly wounded ‘in the Battle
the| of the Somme, His left arm was
i to| amputated; but he was awarded
| of | the Military Cross for gallantry.
’ was |To-day he is ready to fight again’as
wst| a member of the Home Guard.

sn't |Mrs. Pumphrey is a voluntary
i hat| Red Cross worker.
il as
1 2
! 1 7 .
| Wy . e —~ 1978 0
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