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H.Q. 437¢ Bde.
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I view of the orders I received about iﬁpﬁm. on the 27%0 inst
tnat the 20%M D.L.I.were to clear the whole of ALE ALLEY up to BEER
Tren;h- I issued orders to renew the attack on hne 28'0 _ Later I was
informed the viih Div. wished to co-operate so I altersd my plans and
conferred with the Bomb “‘0fficer Roy.Weleh Fus. with whom Lt Todd again
arranged the details., It was agreed that provided we could sap through
the gap between the Bap & West End of the HOP ALLEY & the portion of ALE
ALLEY which we were hold?ng by Sp.me that a joint attack would be made
at that hour - at which time an Artillery Barrage was io be put up.
Owing to the diffieulties of commuﬁ%&ion the message that the Sap would
not be through by 5p.m. did not reach me until sometime later - consequ-
ently the Barrage had been commenced as arranged . The barrage was event-
ually stopped &the attack arralged for 7.30 p.m. -though I considered
personally it was desirable under the ecircumstances to cancel it altoget-
her, Later it was settled that it should be cancelled definitely.
A message to this effect was despatched "Urgent" at 6¥45 p m. but did not
reach the Officer in command until after that hour. Consequently the at-

tack was commenced at 7.30 p.m. but the Artillery had been informed that

the affack was cancelled ,onsequently tgpre was no barrage. The attack
was made in the first instance by thorﬁ.t.?. & larer was reinforced by
our own bombéfs.(Ropofi of Lt Whittle aitachod).I think & joint attack
of this kind is undeairablo &probably 1oadq to rccriminations between
Units.Tho‘nif result of this.attaok was a'gain of about 12yds which the
casualties hardly warranted. - | .

H. H. s.lomt Lt-G()l.
10th D.L.I.

29.8.16 &G
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o - ARLAW BANKS,
&O
& WINSTON,
s@* : by
¥, DARLINGTON,
<

CO. DURHAM.

9th August 1938,

Thank you for your 1etters and the two stories. I well
remember the 26th and 29th Aupust 1916. I was Adjutant to Colonel
Stockwell at the time: We had a had trip up from MONTAUBAN and
finally got into the line about 3. a.m. on the 27th, In the mean=
time Stockwell had been to see you on our left, I belleve he
arranged a jojnt attack with you, Our objectlve in the main attack
wags PINT Trench and the Notrth of aIVCHY. This was an almost
1mposszb1e objective until our flank was secured by the capture of

AIR AllEY, At 5 a.m. On the 27th our "B" Coy. and some bombers undg
one Resterton were to carry this out covered by an intense
long rabge bomberdment by rifle grenades - aﬁout 3,060 were used,
At the same time your Bn, were to atta;k supported by trench
mortars, We started at 5 a.,m, and about 6,I5 I wnet up and found t}
they were short of bombs, @ got some more and eventually we establ
ished a block about 30 yds off the West end of ALE ALIEY, Later
Stevens took a platoon of bombers round thwough DELVILLE WOOD

into the lie held by your Bn. and a simultaneous attack by

' e e s ()
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your fellows and ours cleared the trench as far as the corner of
the wood, where we joined hands, This gave the Bn, a fairly
good jumping off place, About 60 prisoners were taken, :
On the 29th we were relieved, e were hardly establisehd in
our back area when we were ordered up again on the night Aug,
31/Sep.Ist as the 9Ist Bde, had lost a great part of Delville
Wood . So in spite of our 'afforts on the 27th we still had

a bad thks off Ter hhe big show,

That is the étofy as I remember it and I think éou will agree
that it co-incides more or less with yours.

Stockwéil was ohe of our finest fighting sbidiers and he
remained so to the end of the war when he‘whscbmmanding a
Division, |

I am returﬁing the ﬂbv. IIth story in the other envelope,
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