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We had a great battlesstarting at 7.34 A.M. on the 2PM_ We carried
all before us for 2000 ydsl It was very exciting.I was in a trench about
BOO yds behind the front line & could see the whole thing start. We went
up the night before,it was & miserable wéthmight & the trenches very wet
& muddy. I had a cosy little shelter compared to the open trench; juet
room for 4 to sit- but only about a foot of earth on it. Next morning

JuL e rweasitiploht : .
Ltho first thing was a solemn processiom of half a dozen Tanks rvight down
the slope to-wards the enemy in full view of them- but they did nothing

iy 5at on oun hont bie Bl Zero .
to thegL They were inconspicuously painted.They crossed our trench in
their stride— when the time came to advance (for the Infantry) the Tanks
did so too but behind the Infantry- anyhow I think they did quite well
for a time & then came to & standstill. The enemy then set to work to
shell them till he had knocked them out.They moved guicker than they used
to & did look quaint.We took the first trench fairly easily - tho' we_had
some of our best killed ever it- ineluding poor Stewart,the late Adjt.
Is'nt it awful for his people & me-~I had a presentinent he wculd be killed.
He was a charming fellow & very good with his Coy. As socn as I saw the
Trench was taken which I recognized by the prisoners bundling out ef it -
I got out of my Trench & went forward.l was supposed to stop at the first
Trench taken but seeing the Batt. wandering on I went on after it,they
had to go on about a 1000yds further- ever all sortis of blewn in Trenches
which one knew by heart from the Map,but they were so mangled as to be
difficult to recognize. Boches kept appearing out of Dug-outs & after being

searched they only wanted to know the direection back— which they really
knew of course,& they would dash off &t once,appeaching any of us with their

10
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P ——— e T———— - i
iands up & calling out "Camarades" terrified.Lets of course were put on
to stretcher bearing.One party came past me — ene smoking & cigar - I
knocked it out of his hand & asked him what the H... he meant by it -

He leoked 'quite alarmed! When we had get te our furthest point we were
ordered to go to - with your €lasses - I discovered guite a let of Boches
helding the same trench we were in about 800yds off.S¢ I got 2 Mach:Guns
& 2 Lewis Guns & got them on to them.It was very éxciting as we looked
rigth dewn aleng the trench & coulé see them dodging our bullets and
theyeventually vacated the trench. Achilles was after souveniers at once.
As our H.Q.T made‘in a German Dug-out with a wounded Boche inside whe |
was cursing the Kaiser freely. In the aftermoon It came on to snow & the
men spaht a wretched highp in the epen- as also did the oflicers.

Next day we had to do another attack anether 3000yds or mere. That
went off very well.Then when it was over the Cavalry appecared!I lept out
of the trench with excitement at a bhanee of seeing what would happen.

Well they sent out & patrel or two to nearly as far as we had gotl
aitg§t§g1;11 about the situation.We wrre always taught to ask the Cav:
all about it beflore we did anything,but new the cavlY ask the Infantry!

Shortly after the patrols went out 2 riderless horses came back <
there was a good deal of "Come Hurping" & hauling at the horses to get
them over the trenches.There were a lot of them & they all zot over the

trench close to med& they went forward to behind the crest of the hill we

had taken. Then when we were just starting home thinking the battle was
over - suddenly the Boche began to shell our trench where there were stil
gsome crossing. This was the unpleasantest shelling I nave had. It went

on for half an hour long after the Cavalry had gone all at this one place
We lay tight at the bottom of the trench cursing the Cavalry like any-

thing.One of our men lying next to me in the trench got a terrible gash

26
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inside the thigh & has died - I thought he was dead a::t the time. No 7
one else of our party was hurt though we had chalzr'it? flying about u;.
When I thoughbthey had stopped we sallied forth ovéf} the open - %o
my horror we met alot morgi;iu ecroesed us. The Boche Immediately started
again - short of the Cavalry & right round us. We dived into shell holesf

I zot a very shallow one& had just got out to get a deéper one when
crach one came & seemed to pitch right under my face as I was stooping
down - covering my face with chalk - but no splinters. I believe it
pitched 3yds off me.It was lucky. Then it came on to snow & has been
fery cold & snowing ever since ,its now 8P.M. 111, well T think we
have finished for a bit,but I suppese we will be at it again befere leng.
I must say it is a change. We gave them a terrific bombardment
before the original attack & they were fairly cowed & giek of it.They
are still splendid with théer M-Guns & hang on with these & hold up any
amount. We captured 4 & brought them back - also & snipers rifle and .
Telescopic Sight in my dug-cut. A loaf of black bread weighed about & X
ton - there was any amount of German Sausage & cigars. Not many dead Boc-
he as they have such good dug-outs.It was a great change % really yéster-
day it worked ocut quite like Aldershot watching the troops advaneing in
the way we usedto prectise on Long Valley & country really rather like
it. It was very exciting & I am glad everythimg has gone so well.

T have lest some splendid men ef course.

- BE.B.
s I forgot to add the Cavalry did not get any futher - that is

than where we had got to but withdrew tc spend a nigh% in the epen in
the snow.l believe they have more or less gone througi in some places -

I am still wendering if they will ever succeed against these M- Guns.
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