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Dear S8Sir,

I think 1t may be of interest
'E to you, for the purposes of Regi-
iﬁ mental History, to have the follow-

ing faocta of the 10th'D,; L. X.

the battalion has been under my
i command from the day it was formed
at Woking under Lieut.Col. H.H.S.
‘florant.

It came out to France in Msay 19153
i it has bapn in all the hard fighting
1 the 14th Divisicn has geen - at

YPRES in 19153 the SOMME and

UDELVILLE WOO0D in 1918: ARRAS,
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WANCOURT, INVERNESS CCPSE, and
PASSCHENDAESLE in 19217. In all these
battles they have nobly kept up the
traditions of the D. L. I.

In the trenches thers were no
harder workers; they were never
surprised by the Germans; and, as
far as I know, no man of this
battalion was ever made prisoner.

When they were disbanded I lost

one of the finest battalions in my

Division.
i fa Jor-Genera
11/2/1918 Cmdng. 14th (Light) Div
(i)
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| THE DURHAMS.

— e —

STORY OF A FIGHTING -
BATTALION.

MEN OF THE FIRST HUNDRED
THOUSAND.

- —

(By Charles J. Jory.)

If ¢ver a battalion won the right to be called o
fighting battalion, one I visited in peaceful and
rural rest billets somewhere in Franoce on a Sun-
day morning recently has doue so. Its record is
one any regiment would be proud of. Durham
miners have mever been accused of lacking
| conrage; and this battalion is mostly composed of
such men—lusty fellows, cheerful under all sorts
of privations, and developed wonderfully by their
Army training. Stamley, Annfield Plain, Dipton,
Swalwell, Blaydon, all have representatives among
this thousand or so men, a.ﬂ the battalion has
beén. in existence since the first month of the war.
| The officer who raised it still commands it, and 13 -
now a D.8.0. Twice he has been wounded snd
ance he led am attack with only two other officers.
The list of ds to officers and men speaks for
itself—one D.8.0. and twenty Military Crosses
have been wou by the ofiicers, while eleven non-
coms. aud men have the D.C.M., and one has since
won 3 bar to this decoration, while another has
beon honoured by the French Government. No
fewer than fifty-four Military Medals have been
awarded, and in one case a man has won a bar to
his medal also. This is 4 record for oue battalion
which wil] take some beating.

BemF of the First HnndredgThwmd, these men
naturally led the way in other things. Thes, for
instance, made the first daylight raid om the
Western front, and they wero in the first brigade

to adopt the distinguiching marks now generally
mbyal’l troops. In the raid ted to
the enemy’s third m found it

line, and some of
much harder to get back than it was to go, but
fought their way through with slight loss com-
red with that which they inflicted on the enemy.
is, of course, was only the forerunver of many
such aﬂ’airp,'but the old stagers are proud to ro-l
late that it was the first of its kin attempted.
Their * hfsg“t show,' as they term it, was at
15, but they have won battle honours
i y other fields. They wero st Ypres (one
what battalion at one time or ancther was
(not!) and they helped to finish the job at Delville,
Wood, winning four Military Crosses and 11 M'.l]i-i
|tary Medals in that d ate struggle, when
levery foot of ground was bitterly contested. On
ihe very last day of their stay in the Y salient
|Regimental Sergt.-Major A." Noble, %.M., a
(brave man I by all in the bhattalion, was
(killed. He was buried in the ringhe Ceme-
tery, and had a great funeral. ey did good
work, also, at Puedecourt, and in the Battle of
Arras they were among the Durhams ;Ipecia]ly
mentioned. In the fifst 24 hours they advanced
3,000 yards and took the three main objectives.
Only those who have seen the ground over which
the advance took place can realise what a feat that
was.

. SPORTS WHEN AT REST.
The battalion were having a quiet time this|
Sunday morning. Comfartably lodged in farm
buildings and Church parade over, some were at
work in the pale sunshine on domestic tasks, wash-
ing, mending, ete., while in an outbuilding near
hg? the cooks were busy with the dinner. far
the greater number of ‘men were watching a foot-
ball ‘match, one of the ties in a company competi-
tion. Tt was being played on an excellent ground,
far better than many of the players had been
| used to at home, and the contest was very keen.
The crowd were as vociferous as any on lish
fields, and they spared no players’ feelings when
they inclined criticism. EJ‘he game over, they
trooped back a.lun%;he narrow country lanes to
their billets, the rham dialect very much in
evidence as the merits of the teams were thoroughly
discussed. The appetising smell from the cook-
house was stronger than ever, and one envied the
meon their appetites! .
Football is only one of the sports in which the
men indulge during the rest periods. On the fol-
lowing day this battalion had a cross-country runm,
and boxm‘g and other competitions were being ar-
tanged. “‘All work and no play” is not the best
plan in modern warfare. When he is out of the
line the soldier gets enough drill and other forms
of instruction to keep up the necessary standard
of du_c:phne and training, and the rest of the
time (in most cases it is at least half the time) he
is free withf_n Teasonable limits to do as he likes.
The result is a fit and contented body of men,
;201: as these D:rham.sdweru that Sunday morning,
‘0 go anywhete and do anythi
e s ‘ ythlng—i-n (:,redit to

| sEcovD 10 NONE.

a—

i |
In the annals of this war, as in gb,nﬁ}
previons campaigns, the faithful Durhams
have achieved immortal glory, and this has
been dne to the gallantry and efficiency of
the officers as much =s of the men. J/Ihat
the Durham’s tradition of esprit de corps
is maintained is apparent in  a  stirring
farewell message which Brigadjer-General
H. H. 8. Morant, D.8.0., has addressed to
the officers and men of the hattalion of the
Durham Light Infaptry which he has com-
manded With so much distinetion. 1t
reads: " s
On leaving the battalion which I had |:

dha last 31 years I wish ta record my |
gratitude to Officers, W.0.'s, N.C.0% and |

men who have served under me, whelher .
for long or short periods, for their never-:
failing support and chedience to orders
at all times, under trying circumstances.
The record of the Battalion, one of uni-|
form success both in and out of the nine,

Dboth in battie and in sport, has, in my |
opinion, been due to the high tone main-
tained throughout by officers, N.C.0’s and
men, and & the cheerfulness and diseip- |
'} line of the men.. However heavy ol!,n:{
1. casualties, and.however much we have
Il felt the loss of staunch and gallantycom-
rades, the spirit of the Battalion has
ever been maintained by their successors,’
who have never failed to follow © in the |
iootsteps of those whose places they have
filled. Though it must be with the
greatest regret that we hear of the pro-
Dable break up of the Battalion, we’
must remember that it is ours ‘‘to do or
die” and not ours "to reason why,” and )
we can rest content in- the satisfaction
that +thdé Batfalion will have completed
its bit in the great war with a record.
second to none. I finally saying au re-
voir, and wishing good-luck to all, T wish
to particulurly thank those officers and
lads from Durham whe eame out with the |
Battalion in 1915, and who have fonght =so
zallantly and endured * so long Jor their
King and countrv. 3 Ty
Brigadier-General Morant, who, h the
way, is a son-in-law of Mr. Straker.
of The Leazes, has reason to be pround of
this officers and men, and we may be sure
that the officers and men are equally proud |
of their commanding officer who has led |
them through many a desperate fight dunnq

the past three vears.. G ¢ 1

the honour to raise” and to command foril & |

]
|
|
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B

14® (LIGHT) DIVISION

Christmas 1916 |
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_ CAPTURED 27t

o

DS
AUGUST 1916

kS R s

s Al

[55)

YPRES .. .. o 1015

SOMME
ARRAS .. 1817

YPRES .. 1917

« This Badge saw many a fox rolled o'er :
In Northumb'land and Durham before the War,
But now it finds more glorious fun i
To be in at the Death of the dirty Hun.

Wishing you

A Happy Christmas.

93 . ¢ THE SHINIES.”
(v)

PS5 00
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