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10 June 1915 

page 1 

Helen Darling, 

Many thanks for the letter with your photo, it is quite like you when you have ‘a cold’! 

Many thanks also for the writing paper and ink which has also arrived today but no 

cigarettes. I have been carrying on with ration cigarettes; I gave them to the doctor 

but have had to get them back. I think I will write to Smith, perhaps he doesn’t 

believe in you. Last night we went to our digging place. Rather grim! We weren’t to 

arrive till 9.30pm and had to clear away at 12.30am. 

 

page 2 

It was a communication trench along the outskirts of a shattered chateau. All the 

ground was pitted with Jack Johnson holes, which are amazing as they are the size 

of respectable duck ponds, about 12 or 15 feet across and about 5 feet deep. There 

was a tremendous fusillade going on in front, rifle fire, flares going up the whole time, 

but very little artillery firing. A Company were the furthest to the front. Parke and I 

went down to see their digging and was talking to them when suddenly ‘Bang’ went  

a shell as we thought just about the Chateau. It really did sound rather 

 

page 3 

alarming, but the men didn’t seem to take much notice and we pretended not to. 

Shortly afterwards we saw a flash from behind where we were digging and then a 

‘Bang’, and we realised that it was our own guns firing over us from about 300 yards 

behind. I was rather frightened the Germans would fire back but they didn’t. There 

were said to be lots of stray bullets whizzing about, but I only heard 2 or 3. We go 

there again tonight, and into the trenches on the 13th. One officer and 4 men were 

sent in today to a place near here to be experimented on with gas so as to see the 

effect of it. They 

 

page 4 

now say respirators should not be quilted.  I have only certified today that all mine 

have been done. The wadding should be thick, the nostrils plugged and breathing 

only through mouth which should be kept open against the pad. They are issuing gas 
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helmets, they say they are very good. But of the 1 officer and 4 men of ours who 

experimented no one felt the effect of gas with them on, whereas 2 are feeling the 

effects from the respirators, possibly owing to the quilting. Well goodbye Helen. A 

heavy thunderstorm last night and this is awful soil when wet. 

Yours Hubert  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

11 June 1915 

page 1 

Helen Darling, 

I didn’t go out digging last night as they ordered us to move back again to the nasty 

camp, we came from, early this morning, so I didn’t go out. It was just as well as it 

rained a lot last night, and the country roads are too awful now. Witley mud was 

nothing, as this sticks so and the roads are awful too. The main roads are all right on 

the pave but all other roads are not metalled and are fearfully deep.  It is simply 

impossible to ride a bike. 

 

page 2 

That brute Smith still has not sent any cigarettes, I have written to him (yesterday).  

This afternoon Unthank and I walked over to the ruined chateau where we dig at 

night. You could see the trenches quite plain. It is absolutely battered to pieces and 

the ground floor clean blown away.  The ceiling seemed fairly right.  There were a 

good many quite new shell holes round about it, and an awful smell from a grave or 

two just at the corner of the house which had been opened up by a shell. Whilst we 

were strolling about it our guns behind opened fire and then to my great chagrin 

 

page 3 

the Germans opened fire at them!  They were the first German shells I had heard 

and I was terribly frightened!  There were only about a half dozen or so. I got into a 

Jack Johnson hole for one!  Unthank pretended not to mind and appeared quite 

brave. Anyhow we retired as soon as we could. It is very funny to see other people 

who are accustomed to them not taking any notice. I suppose by degrees one gets 
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to know when they are dangerous and when not.  I am using your ink and the old 

pen is writing very well.  

 

page 4 

I couldn’t get the cap off the ink bottle so had to pour it in out of the filling hole of the 

bottle and messed my fingers. The Artillery seem at these sort of times just to fire off 

a few rounds now and then just to stir up the other side.  They fire back a few at 

them, then both subside. I hear St. John’s servant blew up his air pillow so tight the 

other night that it went off pop and he woke up with a start thinking he was shot!  We 

go into the trenches tomorrow night to learn the game, two companies at a time. 

Love to all. 

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

12 June 1915 

page 1 

Helen Darling, 

 Arrived at a new place about 3 miles from Bailleul where we started at.  Two 

companies are going up to the trenches tonight.  I am going up with Unthank for the 

night to see it all, feeling very alarmed at the idea. Chapman with A Company, and 

St. John with B Company, are the companies going in. The others are going to dig. 

Goodbye Helen in haste,  

Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

13 June 1915 

page 1 

(Sunday) 

Helen Darling, 

 I am having a very peaceful Sunday. It is quite a nice day and we are billeted 

at this farm, as I said yesterday, which is on highish ground, so one can lie out in 
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their field and get a bit of view. I am keeping my field glasses with me to watch 

possible Aeroplane shellings. A Taube was over here yesterday evening and this 

morning, having a good look round. It dropped some sort of smoke ball or bomb only 

for the Germans to take the range of I think. We are about 4 miles away from  

the front trenches here. Just after we left  

 

page 2 

our last huts, the ones I didn’t like, the Germans fired 2 shells into it but without 

damaging anyone! Well last night as I said we had Chapman’s and St. John’s 

companies up in the trenches. Unthank and I went up at the same time i.e. 9:30pm. 

We went to the Battalion HQ which is in a house about 3000 yards from the front 

trenches. We talked there till after 10pm and then started up the communication 

trench which is about 3500 yards long. Fairly wide and all boarded with wooden grids 

on piles. If it wasn’t you would sink over your knees in mud.  Bullets where whizzing 

and spitting nearly all the way along but one seemed to be pretty well protected. The 

Volunteer Colonel was a nice man and seemed to know his job well and though taller 

than me he didn’t seem the least 

 

page 3 

afraid of being hit. I must say when stopping and talking it seemed to me advisable 

to keep down but he never did and didn’t seem to mind a bit. After tramping along 

this interminable trench we got to some dugouts and then further on to the front line. 

Here the sentries were shooting away over the top of the parapet just at the German 

parapet but not against anyone they could see. The Germans were shooting back 

and so they go on all night, just loosing off into the dark. There was no shelling going 

on. We walked all along the line held by this battalion and the Lincoln Terriers, with 

whom our men were mixed and back up again: it took from about 10pm till 2am and 

we got back to bed here about 3:15 to 3:30am. The front trenches were enormous 

breastworks of sandbags and comfortable dugouts  

 

page 4 

with beds behind it. Everything is very roomy compared to the trenches you’ve seen. 

The men enjoyed shooting away. No one seemed to get hit last night. But today they 
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say one of St. John’s has been shot through the head (seriously wounded). By day 

you can’t put your head over the parapet, as they have good loop holes and there is 

always someone on line look out we haven’t any loopholes and if we try to make one 

now they concentrate their rifles on it and smash it up. They know exactly what 

regiments are opposite to them they call out the names but we aren’t sure who they 

are. We think they are Bavarians.  I am going up by day tomorrow. They generally 

shell from 4-6pm. Many thanks for pipe which I am smoking. I should like a bit of 

soap in about a week. Also thanks for all the other things 

 

back to page 1 

which have arrived safely.  You might send me my Sam Browne belt if you can find 

it. 

It would be useful.  No hurry. I have done practically nothing today. Unthank’s mare 

is quite lame and is going to be blistered. “Cherry” going strong.  

Yours Ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

14 June 1915 

page 1 

 

Helen Darling, 

I’m still alive!  Just come back from the trenches, after a walk round from about 4pm 

to 8:30pm. Went up with Unthank and the Brigade Major of the Territorials (Regular 

Officer).  He was a very brave officer or else showing off a lot.  It only required the 

adjutant to say this place is dangerous for him to go and stand there and of course 

one felt bound to do so too, anyhow in a half-hearted way!  Of course he was doing 

some good or might be as it was part of his job, but it really 

 

page 2 

had nothing to do with me.  I think I told you we had one man very badly hurt about 

the legs yesterday and another knocked senseless by a shell, and another seriously 
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wounded in the head.  The shell came right through the breastwork, and today 

another came in and killed or injured several of the Terriers.  Stobart was bombed 

out of his trench temporarily yesterday but no one was hurt.  They seem to have a 

catapult for throwing them.  Then this afternoon Braithwaite’s company was digging 

quite close up and they saw the earth being thrown up so they started high explosive 

 

page 3 

at them, and after about 8 shots all pretty close, they covered one of our officers and 

some men with earth, so they came into the front trench.  We had been to the same 

place about a quarter of an hour before.  It is awfully hard to make out where one is 

in the trenches they wiggle about so and you hardly dare look over to see where you 

are and there are such masses of them, its most confusing.  The men have behaved 

very well so far, they didn’t take the shelling at all seriously.  I must say it’s not a 

pleasant job, 

 

page 4 

though’ of course so far it has all been very cushy.  Many thanks for the parcel you 

sent me today containing milk, socks and note paper.  I have plenty of the latter for 

the present.  I haven’t tried the new socks yet I’m sure they will be perfect.  Also 

thanks for the shirt which is most acceptable.  I don’t often wear a clean one and 

haven’t had a bath yet!  Have caught no animals on myself so far.  Tomorrow I’m 

going up about 7pm have dinner and then go round with Wylie then sleep there and 

go round again by day.   

Goodbye Helen 

 

back to page 1 

One does not seem to get leave for about 10 weeks or so then only 5 days all told.   

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

16 June 1915 

page 1 
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Helen Darling, 

I am awfully sorry to hear you are confined to your room more or less and not feeling 

well. I suppose it is only normal but it is a pity that you have to go through such trials 

and that the whole thing should be such a nuisance, but I do hope everything goes 

off alright. It is very exciting. This war seems interminable and more horrible than 

ever. We haven’t, I mean our battalion,  

 

page 2 

haven’t really begun yet, yet it seems as if we had been ages at it and had run lots of 

risks, but this is absolutely “cushy” to what it is in some places. Last night I arrived 

at the Battalion HQ of the regiment we were attached to with Wyllie about 8pm. It 

was in a doctor’s house on the outskirts of a village which has been a good deal 

shelled lately and many of the houses are shattered. There is quite a nice chateau 

close to my house which has entirely escaped and our house had too. Though the 

doctor 

 

page 3 

had evacuated it and the windows were broken and the house empty. Two colonels 

were talking in the village the other day about a week ago, one was killed and the 

other wounded I think their grooms were killed too.  This house was about 2500 

yards from the front line. We were having dinner when suddenly there was a loud 

report and a terrific rifle fire burst out at once accompanied by various other 

explosions such as trench mortars etc. The rifle fire sounded like a terrific hail storm 

on an iron roof. No one knew what was up.  It turned out the Germs [Germans] had 

blown up one of our trenches adjoining my sector. 

 

page 4 

The trench was of course evacuated and there was something of a panic on map 

and those near the blow up, rather naturally.  The occupants of the trench were 

mostly casualties. I fancy there were 50-60 men killed, buried or injured and 4 

officers killed and one Yorks officer new army wounded. I believe he was hit by 
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a shrapnel in the thigh, but a bomb hit him in the back also but did not go off. The 

Germs didn’t attack but merely opened a rapid fire and shelled for about 20 minutes. 

Bryant and Rosher who were about 200 yards off the mine having dinner said it put  

their light out and made the ground heave up and down. We don’t seem to have 

been 

 

page 5 

able to do them any harm in retaliation.  It had been planned that we were to annoy 

the Germs from 3am-4am owing to there being an attack further north, instead they 

annoyed us considerably at 9:15pm. Things quieted down again and we went up to 

the trenches about 11pm and stayed there till 4am. Our “hate” or “annoyance” began 

at 3am but I don’t think we did them any harm. We could hear the attack further north 

going on about 4am. About that time a German Taube flew over us.  We got back to 

our house about 5 am and lay down covered by my fleece 

 

page 6 

lining and with our heavy guns – wielding 60 pounders – loosing off practically over 

the house, with a “pack” stuffed with this for a pillow! Anyhow I slept peacefully till 

9am and about 12 noon went up to the trenches again and back at 4pm, just as they 

had started shelling but not our way. Arrived back here about 5pm and am now in 

peace again I hope for tonight.   

 

Well goodbye Helen darling, I do trust and hope you don’t suffer  

 

page 7 

much pain etc. and do wish I was with you. On a perfect day like today this war 

seems too horrible.  

Yours Ever Hubert  

 

PS Please thank Mr. Straker for so kindly looking at Sudain [horse] 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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17 June 1915 

page 1 

 

Helen darling, 

I had a letter from Mrs Straker to say you were having a bad time but another from 

my mother and Mrs Lily by same post to say a daughter had arrived! I expect you are 

awfully pleased – personally I would rather you had produced a boy! Anyhow it’s a 

great performance on your part. I only hope you are both doing well as they say. My 

mother says you are so I hope it is correct. I am afraid you have  

 

page 2 

had a rotten time and do hope you will both recover quickly. You will have to do the 

naming. I think I will get Dolly to be one Godmother. Really Helenit is funny isn’t it 

having a family.  I hope it is fair with blue eyes and good looking like its father. We 

are moving north towards Ypres on Saturday. I hate going there. The 42nd Brigade 

have already made an attack there. I believe it failed. This is the end of our easy 

time. Today I haven’t been near the trenches and believe they have had a fairly quiet 

day.  What do you think?  The orderly room 

 

page 3 

corporal has got “Spotted Fever”, and he was working with Wyllie and more or less 

with me when he got sick! They are now panicking about it and talk of segregating 

the contracts re-examining throats. It is now about 10 days ago, so I hope to 

goodness we are safe. Well Helen I do hope you and I go on well and that I shall 

meet you and the daughter before long.  I am awfully glad you are being so well 

looked after and are so comfortable. I wish I could see you both.  

Goodbye  

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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20 June 1915 

page 1 

 

Helen Darling, 

I am so glad to hear you are going on so well and the infant too. Nobody has said 

what colour its eyes are.  Very kind of Daphne to write and send the Illustrated 

Papers. Rosher is now reading them. We went up to the trenches last night, Unthank 

and I, from about 6pm-12pm, and got back here about 2am. They were shelling a bit 

on the way up and I took cover several times! We went up again this afternoon from 

1:30 to 8pm. Things were very quiet. I was walking along Parke’s trench, when 

apparently my cap showed above the parapet and a bullet came smack 

 

page 2 

on the top sandbag just behind me and spattered the sand over me. Parke roared 

with laughter and said they must have known a colonel was walking along the 

trench!  Achilles sewed my buttons on so badly that I sent him up for a tour in the  

trenches. I saw him up there working away at filling sandbags, working quite hard 

too, which struck me immensely. Later when I saw Parke, the latter said he had 

come to see him and told him that he felt so frightened when he was cold that he had 

to work to keep himself warm. We had one man killed again. They get shot in the 

head shooting over the parapet. There has been a beastly 

 

page 3 

German lurking in the grass somewhere between the lines. They broke a lot of our 

periscopes. They smash anything but the tiniest mirrors. Many thanks to you and 

Daphne for my Sam Browne belt and matches. I am well stocked now with the latter 

for the present. Smith sends a box of a dozen smallest size Bryant and Mays with 

my cigarettes, apparently as a standing order. This is quite a nice farm full of old 

people, some refugees from Messines, which is now in hands of Germans and which 

you can see from here. They have some nice cattle and fowls so we get milk and 

eggs. We only have 

 

page 4 
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one room in it in which Wyllie and I sleep, but we all feed in it, about 8 officers, 

Wyllie, Unthank, Cherry, Long, doctor, and Presbyterian parson and interpreters. 

Unthank and the rest sleep in the open.  He sleeps in a farm wagon with a 

waterproof sheet over it. I forgot to tell you we had rather an exciting departure from 

the trenches this afternoon. There is a long trench to come in and out by, but 

Chapman showed us a path over the open which he assured us was quite safe. He 

said he had come in by it by daylight last evening. Unthank said lets go by it, as it’s 

shorter. I hesitated a good deal. Then Unthank started off down it saying it was 

alright. As soon as I got out of the trench and looked round I could  

 

page 5 

see the German trenches quite plain about 300 yards off up the hill and so I 

hesitated again and then decided to go. I then ran along to catch Unthank who was 

strutting along quite proudly. Then he looked round and saw more German trenches 

and a bullet not far off. Then he bolted faster than ever I had and fairly beat me in the 

run down to the trench we were making for!  I thought it was very stupid to do it.  

Chapman must have come that way in the twilight, because I asked the people who 

inhabit these trenches and they said nobody went that way in daylight. Well I am 

afraid I tell you all my  

 

page 6 

adventures and you must be tired of hearing what I did, but there is nothing else to 

write about. We move tomorrow to a more exciting sphere. I believe the 

Northumbrians are coming here to recuperate. I see that brave Mortimer has been 

killed, attached to 2nd DLI, I expect they were at Ypres in the recent attack. I am 

awfully sorry he’s killed.  He didn’t mind looking over the parapet a bit. I think it’s a 

horrible thing to do, any moment you expect to get a smack on the head from a 

bullet.   

 

Goodnight Helen. You must give the infant a name I don’t know what to call her. 

“Vida” “Cicely” “Mary” “Daphne”  

Yours ever 

Hubert 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

16 August 1915 

 

Helen Darling, 

Here I am in a hospital camp called a clearing station about 3 miles from 

Poperinghe.  I had an operation this morning, i.e. bullet taken out under chloroform.  

It gave me pretty good beans but is getting easier, am going down as a lying case on 

Princess Christian’s hospital train this afternoon to somewhere near Boulogne 

probably. The nurse says the wound may be a “blighty” i.e. enough to get one home! 

Rather nice if it is, though’ I suppose I shall be sent anywhere else except where I 

should like. I only hope there is no piece of old gaiter in the hole, as otherwise there 

can’t be much the matter. I was inoculated in the centre of my tummy for lockjaw! 

There is a nice young fellow in this tent who lost his leg (at Hooge) and very cheerful 

and glad it was no worse. Achilles has to go back from here which is rather 

sickening. Captain Atkinson had a shrapnel bullet in his ear and has suffered 

agonies. It is out now. He expects to be deaf as the drum was broken.  

Goodbye Helen, sorry Doreen isn’t very well. Take care of her.  

Very anxious to meet her.     

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 August 1915 

page 1 

 

Duchess of Westminster’s Hospital 

Le Touquet 

 

Helen Darling, 

I had a comfortable journey down here last night, to Etaples, by train and then about 

4 miles here by Ambulance. Etaples is the base for Kitchener’s Army, and is I believe 

about 18 miles from Boulogne. This is I think the casino and is a very fine airy clean 
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place and fine woods surrounding it, so I’m told, and pretty close to the sea.  It is for 

officers only now. I believe the Duchess resides here and serves out the linen and 

pays they told me £70 per week towards 

 

page 2 

the expenses. It is a Red Cross Hospital.  My leg is a bit swelled and they are going 

to explore the course of the bullet to see if there is any gaiter in it and anyhow to 

open it up. This is the inside of my right leg [drawn diagram] the bullet went in at A  

and they made a slit at B to remove it and now they are going to open it up from A to 

B. They don’t seem to supply writing paper or news papers here and I haven’t 

discovered how 
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to get money yet and as I have only 2/- and spent 5d on a shave this morning I am 

rather badly off! The nurses don’t seem able to tell one how to get money, note 

paper, or newspapers, which are all I want! I believe you have to buy all these. I saw 

Cherry and Peate here this morning. Cherry has quite a bad wound in his forearm at 

least a shrapnel bullet went through’ it and it does not seem to have healed yet, but 

he stamps about and says he ought to be back with the Regiment and gives them a 

good deal of back 
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chat. Peate seems quite alright but they won’t let him go back. Unthank has left here 

for Etaples (base) trying to get leave! Don’t know if he has succeeded or not.  Don’t 

know what they intend to do with me whether to remain here or home or what. 

Anyhow I think I am a cert to come home in the end. Well I hope it won’t hurt a lot 

this afternoon it did yesterday for about an hour afterwards, then it was quite 

comfortable. They won’t allow you out here unless I am dangerously ill.  

Yours 

Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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21 August 1915 
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Duchess of Westminster’s Hospital 

 

Well Helen – I am surprised! 

Here I am wounded and suffering from gas gangrene the worst kind known, and just 

as likely to lose my leg and even my life as not, and the only letter I have had for a 

week from you is “Ailsie says I must send this paper, just off to a sale of work.” No  

wonder I am not going to hurry home. The sisters and nurses here are far more 

sympathetic than that. When I am allowed home I shall go to a hospital near Chester 

Street if I can.   

 

I enclose a cutting which shows what the DLI did, this is true and written by the HQ 

man and not by private soldiers and others. If it had been a fashionable cavalry 

regiment the nature of the regiment would have been put in in big print.   

Sorry you are too busy to write.  

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Telegram 

Handed in at 7.20  

Office of Origin Charing Cross Rail 

Words 15   

Received here 7.59  

Office stamp Newcastle on Tyne 25 August 1915 

 

Morant Leazes Hexham 

Arrived going to King Edward Seventh don’t hurry writing about clothes etc. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Postmark 25 August 1915 

page 1 

 

Helen Darling 

I am in a sort of temporary hospital at Poperinghe. I shall move tomorrow probably to 

Abele 2 or 3 miles from here. The former is about 10 miles from front line. They 

examined my leg and the wound seems to be a very trivial one. I never expected to 

be sent on and so left Achilles and all my kit behind anyhow I am sending for him 

now. Who should I find here but Green Wilkinson [army chaplain] who was most kind 

and said a prayer over me!  Very nice of him wasn’t it? He is going to write to you 

himself. I am absolutely right and ought to be doing duty, 

 

page 2 

St. John now reigns in my stead. I hear we are leaving this horrible place and moving 

up one sector further north, which is better anyhow at present.  

Yours HHSM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Telegram 

Office of origin and service instructions War Office returned from Hexham  

Handed in at 6:00pm 

Received here at 9:33pm 

To Mrs IH Morant 7 Orme Square Bayswater London 

Office stamp Notting Hill, Archer Street West, 28 August 1915 

 

Lieutenant Colonel HS Morant Durham Light Infantry admitted Kings Edwards 

Hospital 9 Grosvenor Gardens London Aug 25th suffering from Gunshot wounds 

right leg. Secretary War Office 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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7 December 1916 

page 1 

 

Helen Darling, 

A foggy sort of day. Had not a moment from 9am-7:30pm when I read the paper till 

8:15pm till the others came back from the concert. Achilles gave a very good comic 

show. We have had a concert for 3 nights running, more or less the same with FREE 

BEER so that everyone could go. I had to go to Brigade HQ for a conference all the 

afternoon and then to see some night wiring after 6pm. The Brigadier said he had 

got Stokoe fired out!  Poor old man he will be fearfully distressed, will probably get a 

reserve battalion in England,  get is a real Lieutenant Colonel which makes it rather 

funny. And funnier still 
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they asked if anyone would lecture at the Army School and he lectured I believe on  

training while at rest, and this is just what he is being fired out about, his was so bad! 

I always thought he was extraordinarily irresponsible and ignorant but seemed to 

carry on all right, but he seems to have been found out now. Poor old man was 

wondering if any of us was going to get any reward – as he said one’s people 

thought one such a dud if me didn’t get one! I am awfully sorry for him. Perhaps I 

shall follow the same lines. That’s 2 commanding officers the Brigadier has fired  

out! I am only the one left! Rawlings having been promoted. I was looking through 

our Book of Officers this evening and find  
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we have had 99 officers since we have been out! 30 is the number we came out 

with! I did not imagine my poor old mother’s condition was “critical” though I have 

had no letter for some time. She always hoped anyhow that if she died she would die 

in full possession of her mental faculties, which she certainly has had and not with 

her brain half soft. However I hope she is not so bad as they think. It’s funny she 

does not care for her children but latterly she always has harkened after Miss 

Stephenson  and Marion Eliot, who certainly are wonderfully kind and attentive, but I 

should have thought Lily was.  I think it’s a disgrace that Ralf Smith should still be at 
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home, it would do him so much good to be in the trenches. BYNG please and not 

BING. I think I have seen  
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Ailsie’s mitre hat before now. I have had absolutely no time to order any Christmas 

presents for here. I have been longing to get my hair cut for days and can’t fit it in. 

It’s a disgrace that baby should have to spend a good night with Osborne. You 

talking about nursing and Osborne doing it all, one might think it was Achilles’ baby! 

Well goodbye Helen. I am sorry I have no time to write more but its 10:45 and 

everyone gone to bed and no fire! 

Yours ever 

Hubert 
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