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http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

28 January 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling  

I have been travelling hard ever since I left you and haven’t finished yet. I shan’t get 

to my destination until tomorrow evening and I don’t know where that is! I had a very 

good crossing and met Trenchard, the Flying Corps, Air Board, major general, at my 

table in the train, he was the big man major general I pointed out. I asked him if he 

was a friend of Uncle B’s and reminded him he showed us over the aerodrome at 

Aldershot. He seems to talk to everyone he meets in order to impress them that our 

aeroplanes do do something, of course I told him various home truths about them. 

 

On the steamer I met Paynter and had quite a long talk with him about his various 

horses, and reminded him about ‘Ballin’. He is a brigadier. I left at 10.17pm and 

travelled with a brigadier who I travelled with once before as as a colonel, he’s quite 

young and got Rawlins’ vacancy in David Campbell’s division. I travelled on till 8am 

when I had time to get an omelette and met three of my officers coming back from 

leave. We eventually fetched up at a place near where Billy B has been and got 

lunch. Here I met Sandy Ruthven. He is a Brigadier on 
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the staff of a corps, a very important place. I can’t imagine how he has the brains for 

it. He seemed very interested in me but I hadn’t time to talk much. Then we went on 

and fetched up at a place still further south which the Germans had not wrecked 

much and I got quite a decent billet for the night. Then next day we went on by 

lorries and finished the last three or four miles on foot carrying our packs and writing 

case, coats etc. and reached Cherry. 

 

We were in “the line”, I went to see Tempest and had tea, he had heard of our call 

and then went up on horseback! to Battalion HQ, the quietest sector you ever saw, 

would not know there is a war on. A regular Cavalry sector. I rode up in the dark of 

course and said goodbye to the HQ people. Then I came back and dined with 
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Cherry about 9pm and about 11am this morning he gave me a tremendous “send 

off”, the band and Auld Lang Syne, and all the men in Transport Camp, crossing 

hands twice at that hour in the morning. He addressed the men about me and then I 

addressed them. It was rather amusing. Then I started off on a 12 mile ride, my 

luggage coming by cart. Achilles and my groom I am taking with me. 

 

Eventually we arrived here, a big town with good hotels about 8pm and sat down 

opposite that extraordinary lunatic in 5th Lancers who hunted with the Tynedale once 

with his arm tied up and who jumped wire and every sort of obstacle. We talked 

hunting a lot, he said he didn’t like hunting with the Tynedale ‘Straker was so cross’ 

and asked me if I didn’t agree. I said I hadn’t noticed 
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it! He professes to have been out since the beginning but has got nothing! At first I 

didn’t know he was Cavalry and he said they were in the most terrible place in the 

trenches, I couldn’t make it out as I had always heard it was so quiet where he 

seemed to be, then I discovered he was Cavalry, and I understood! I told him I had 

heard the Cavalry were going to be disbanded or anyhow a lot of them. This put the 

wind up! Anyhow he was very friendly and we had a good talk about hunting and 

said an affectionate farewell. He said Byng was to blame for the Cavalry at the 

recent show as he gave them direct orders not to go beyond a certain line and this is 

what they did. 

 

Well I seem to be wending my way towards the same old place near 
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where I came on leave from. My divisional general was in Egypt with me and quite a 

“young fellow” really about the same age as me. I used to annoy him at polo, and he 

was always supposed to have a very bad temper as he suffered from chronic 

rheumatism dysentery! I hope it’s better. I never had to do with him officially. Sandy 

Ruthven was his staff officer and liked him very much in Egypt. He is quite different 

to old Couper. 
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It’s getting serious this being a brigadier I have already been called general several 

times by Cherry and Co! I have got to get up at 4.45am so must stop now. I hope this 

will get to you. 

In haste 

Yours Hubert 
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PS 

After leaving you I went right down to Bournemouth and even further south to 

Hengistbury Head. Then I went right up to Newcastle nearly to Berwick! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

29 January 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling  

Started this morning at 6am and am now in the train. Had café and bread and butter 

at 5am, and I had a cup of tea and bread and butter at a wayside station just now, 

otherwise I don’t see much chance of food en route and I am not supposed to arrive 

till 4.20 this afternoon. 

 

It has been lovely weather the last few days, just like spring, today there is sharp 

frost and my feet are very cold. In the country I was in farthest south the Germans 

had burnt down and blown up the villages and factories before they retired, most 

thoroughly, but left odd ones very little damaged. This brigadiership is getting 

serious, honestly I am feeling very frightened. It’s all so exciting. I wish I was six 

months a brigadier, I hate the starting off. Going back to this same old beastly place 

is rather rotten and back again to aeroplane bombs. It seems ages since I heard 

one. 

 

I found on my arrival with the battalion the paté de foie gras and a large 
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jar of caviar! I am sure they ought to be both perfectly right and will come in top hole 

for the Brigade Mess. I expect I have to thank Mrs Straker for both, any how I will as 

soon as I get settled. I have a lot of kit to cart about and as there are no porters and 

one never knows when the train is going to start when one changes its rather 

anxious work after dark. Luckily I have my groom as well as Mick to help with it. It 

looks fairly disreputable and that little leather case is all bent about and very heavy. I 

believe it’s full of paté etc. 

 

It has suddenly struck me that I never gave Cameron a wedding present. 

Considering he married a friend of ours and used to be my groom I am sorry. I must 

do so now I think. My present groom is a very good man, looks like a groom, not a 

great hulk like Cameron and I think he would be a good man to have ‘after the war’. 
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My journey has ended in disaster! Got to a place where we changed and had 50 

minutes to wait. Achilles and groom went off to YMCA for tea and then appear to 

have gone off to have a shave, leaving their kit in the carriage. I went on by the train 

and when I got out found no Achilles or groom. I bundled out my luggage and then 

found I had been told the wrong place to go to! So I luckily found a train going back 

at once. So back I came. On arrival found Achilles but the groom had caught a goods 

train 10 minutes after mine so he is lost, he can’t get back here till tomorrow. Their 

kits have turned up somewhere. I telephoned to the division at once as I said I 

should be at the wrong place of course, but there was no car sent there! The division 

said they had told the railway transport officer here where I am now to tell me to 

come on to the right place and so sent 
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a car to meet me at the right place. They have now sent the car on here about 14 

miles further and I am waiting it. Achilles will come with me and I have all my kit 

except “Beatrice” so I shall be all right. I have to go straight to the brigade, I hope 

they aren’t in the line as I shall have such a lot of kit. I don’t think they can be. 
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Anyhow it’s a beastly part. I fancy the most northern part of our line bar the bit the 

Belgians have, a bit to the left of where I was last. It’s rather a northern place to 

begin with. Achilles of course nearly missed the train at first starting. After waiting 

hours when the train came he was buying cigarettes and I had to hustle my own 

baggage in. What with the vagueness 
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of everyone about where I am going and the difficulty to travelling with baggage and 

finding trains and carriages in the dark and where to stay the night oneself and for 

the men too, its rather hard having to nurse the servants too. I started at 6am and 

now its 7pm and I am still waiting for the car. It will probably take one and a half 

hours driving in the car when it does come. Meanwhile I am going to have some 

extraordinary dinner in some queer place, 3 francs instead of 9 which I paid last 

night. I have simply been paying out 5 franc notes like coppers ever since I started 

on my wanderings. 

 

I have arrived! HQ in a warm sort of dug out. Brigade not in line, only working. No 

brigadier here, and the acting colonel had cleared out. The brigade major looks a 

good chap, Distinguished Service Order and Military Cross, I am feeling 
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better already. One of the colonels seems to be 50! according to the chauffeur. There 

is an Irish Regiment in the brigade but I am glad to say they are leaving. We are in 

Philip Smith’s corps but they are going away and leaving us. The chauffeur says the 

divisional general is a straafer and has a temper! He is on a few days leave. 

 

Thank Vida for her nice letter, she says Phil wrote before she did but it hasn’t arrived. 

I could have taken another day in London and have done Bates’ shoot, what a pity! I 

shall never hurry again. Tomorrow I think I shall be busy serving on red and putting 

on the cap band. 

Well Goodnight and Goodbye Helen. 

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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26 February 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No letter today! I got up at 4.45 this morning and rode off at 5.45 towards the front 

and then walked about looking at the general position of things in front, about 1500 

yards behind the actual front line. It was a beautiful morning, white frost which made 

the duck boards slippery. It was beautifully quiet, only our guns shooting. I was glad 

to find quite a biggish Boche Cemetery in one place. They haven’t all been made into 

oil! I got back about 9.30am. 

 

One certainly is more comfortable as brigadier. One or more of my commanding 

officers is living in a hut with four or five others eating and sleeping in same room. 

Here am I with a mess and very snug sort of dug out to myself. I heard from 

McMahon yesterday, congratulating me but evidently had heard nothing of the 

dividends! 

 

Yesterday as I was walking back they put two shells quite fairly near me and each 

time on a road, they must have come miles. I didn’t see anyone hurt though there 

were a good many about but today I hear an 
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officer was wounded. I have done a month out of the three for leave, but I expect 

before the three are up something desperate will be going on. 

 

Well no news, so goodbye, how is Doreen you haven’t mentioned her for ages! 

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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1 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling  

No letter today! Went to drive with Pumph and Bryant last night in a motor, he had 

two fairly decent other fellows living with them, one knew me from having played 

against him at Wilton though I don’t know his name. They are living about one and a 

half miles off. Then I got up at 3.15, breakfast, 3.45, and motor 4.15 and started off 

from Brigade HQ after a cup of cocoa with the other brigadier at 5am and walked 

round fairly well back. 

 

When it got light the Boche began shelling one place and a man came running back 

very out of breath and alarmed. I’m not surprised as the shells made a terrible bang 

and said he was wounded, but only small bits about the hand and top of his head, he 

said there were about 10 others wounded also but I think he was exaggerating! I 

expected we were to go to this place but the brigadier said no it wasn't in the 

programme. If it had been we should have been there at the critical moment. The 

Black Watch were in the line and they seemed nice, officers commanded by VC DSO 

Evans, as one of the men told me. He doesn't look in the least thrilling, very quiet 

and rather dull looking but I suppose he gets his blood up in a straafe. 

 

I didn't get much sleep last night what with the excitement of starting off so early and 

a man coming to the door of my dug out and making a noise with a rattle, at 12 

midnight. I shouted “What is it?” and he said “shell gas”, as I hadn't heard any 

shelling I didn't believe him and took no notice, but it seems there was some 

somewhere near as 
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all sorts of alarms seem to have been sounded. Personally I can’t smell much as you 

know and I am sure I should not detect gas easily if there was any. Anyhow I don’t 

believe there was near.  
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What brutes these Boches are sinking that hospital ship again. It’s so difficult to pay 

him back. The brigade major crosses today I believe. I hope he isn't held up for any 

reason and that fiancée doesn't make him get leave for the dentist.  

 

It was a white frost this morning and the duck boards were white and slippery, then it 

was quite mild coming back about 9.30 but now there are cold sort of sleet, hail 

showers and my feet are quite cold again.  

 

Goodbye, don’t forget about my pass book and please check it!  

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 March 1918 

Helen darling 

All right so far. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I have been up at 3.15-4am each morning so far and have been lucky in not getting 

into any shelling. I have been along a bit of the front line in about the worst part. It 

seems I shall have to get up at this hour daily, as there being no trenches you can’t 

walk about in the forward area by day.  

 

As soon as I came into this part I fixed on various landmarks to guide one, there are 

duckboard tracks but you can walk across country between the shell holes. I gave a 

list of these landmarks to each battalion and said all officers were to know them and 

point them out to the men but they haven’t done so. When I go round I ask the 
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officers and sergeants where this and that is and the next post to them and they 

never have 
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the foggiest idea, never know the landmarks or anything about them. If they 

suddenly were ordered to move backwards or forwards they would be absolutely lost 

unless they could get onto their own particular duckboard track with plenty of sign 

boards.  

 

This is the use of hunting, anyhow as I hunt, not perhaps as you hunt! or Ian, but like 

Uncle Billy.  

 

Well I am surprised at Vida taking such expensive presents during the war! Some 

people would be furious, especially those who were not offered them. Tell her she 

should pawn them and buy war bonds with the proceeds. Of course that’s the only 

reason I don’t send you presents from some of the ruined places I go to. 

 

page 3 

Honestly I feel it is rather or very wicked when one reads all they say about economy 

and not buying jewellery etc. in the papers.  

 

I am sorry Doreen isn't well, I suppose she is very peevish.  

 

I believe one has to put in an application for a horse to one’s deputy Division of 

Remounts, ours (for this Army) I hear is Eyre Matcham, who (used to) live and hunt 

in the Forest. So he might help. But as a matter of fact I believe they invariably steal 

the horse at the base for the Army Service Corps in spite of his name being clipped. 

If I could hear that Darkie was available I might write. The Major General, Strickland, 

tried several times and had fearful rows before he could get the horse he ordered. 

Finally he 
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sent his groom to England and he never let go of it till he got it right here. 

Well goodbye Helen. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

11 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

We are having lovely weather, just suitable one would have thought for the Boche 

attack. We have had no rain to mention for quite a time and sometimes, generally, a 

touch of frost every morning followed by sunny days, which I don’t see much of. 

 

Yesterday I was told I had better not go round early and nothing happened. Today I 

started off at 4am very quiet. Just as I was approaching the front line a terrific battle 

broke out away a mile or more on my left. Our shells came pouring over our heads 

and I expected every moment Boche ones would pour 
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back and fortunately the officer with me suggested we should [should] not go on 

further. I readily acquiesced! I felt otherwise I must go right up, hating the idea of 

course, so back we came to the Company HQ about 300 or 400 yards from the front. 

There I met Colonel Pagan awfully brave little man. He was going to the nearest post 

to examine something with his glasses when it got it light. I said I thought I wouldn't! 

So we went on round to the left along the posts about 300 or 400 yards behind the 

front and had quite a pleasant walk.  

 

On a morning like this I reckon one walks about eight or nine miles, 4-9am partly on 

duckboards and partly across country hopping over shell holes etc. It is not so 

frightfully wet except in the shell holes 
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which are full of water. No trenches nowadays, all on the top, and anywhere near the 

frontline, say for 800 yards or so back no one moves about more than absolutely 

necessary by day. The Boches never do hardly, as you practically never see them 

anywhere near. They are awfully good at that, we can’t keep still and of course it 

shows them where we are, it's awfully hard to tell where they are.  

 

The attack on the right was a Boche raid and I believe they drove them off. Whilst it 

was going on they put quite a lot of shells round about where I live and smashed the 
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duckboards up which I had gone earlier in several places, so I was better off where I 

was in front.  

 

When I was getting up at 4am Achilles told me they were sending over gas shells 

and others and I felt almost inclined to postpone getting up, but I found they were 

quite quiet when I started. Dear me! this is rather monotonous, forever walking these 

boards and dodging shells. But of course it's really very quiet just at present. A sentry 

comes round with a rattle every night, gas shell alarm, but I take no notice, as he 

rattles when they are quite a way off! Goodbye, no letter today. 

Yours Hubert 

 

Some note paper and envelopes wanted please. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

20 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

The Boches seem to have started. Here so far they are much more active with their 

artillery both in front and back behind. One shell landed about 20 yards off me and 

the brigade major this morning, which gave us a bit of a start but beyond some earth 

nothing hit us, it landed practically on two men and did no harm to them. This 
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shelling is quite new, I mean they have only just started it though they used to do it 

before doing our offensive.  

 

I have 
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heard something more definite about Darkie as the head Remount-man of Billy’s 

army has written to the head man at the base asking him to reissue her to me so I 

may get her.  

 

I was going part of the way up the line today but I called at the Brigade HQ and they 

did not advise me to, so I funked and did not go. They were chucking a good deal of 

stuff about and there was no actual necessity to go. The acting brigadier was 

wounded today, which makes three in three weeks anyhow. They are coming over 

about here pretty quick just now. 

 

page 3 

They dot them about Divisional HQ and hereabouts and you never know where the 

next is coming.  

 

Lieutenant Cook’s suspicious. I was talking to St. John’s brigadier this morning, he 

says he was a very nice fellow but painfully slow, quite good as second in command. 

He said his going sick saved him!  

 

That folding chair of mine would be quite useful out here, I forget where it is. You 

know the square one with leather arms, but I don’t know it’s worth bothering about in 

these exciting times. I expect Uncle B is in the thick of it.  

 

I have had the enclosed letter from Couper, Cherry has written to him about getting 
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him a Military Cross! He says he can’t get him one now. He always brings his wife 

into everything which is so awful! He hopes “for the sake of his invalid wife” that 
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Couper will get him a decoration! He says he has never talked about his two specific 

acts of gallantry like others. Nobody has more so! I do think he has deserved a 

Military Cross and I am very annoyed at his not having got one.  

 

I am glad about poor little Wood. Yes I thought Ailsie would find she could not leave 

her war work. There is a brigadier in the next division who has Victoria Cross and 

Distinguished Service Order and three Bars, so he has VC and four DSOs in about a 

year! 

 

22 March 1918 

They haven't been sending over so many long range shells today. 

 

top of page 1 

You’ll put Couper’s letter with my diary won’t you?  

Yours HHSM 

 

The thin drawers season is nearly beginning I would like mine sent out. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

23 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Lovely weather still, like real summer. There seems to be a lot going on down south, 

I am afraid my old division has had a bad time. Here things seem to have quietened 

down a bit. Of course they may start here at any time too.  

 

I want to send my winter things home, they make a pretty fair bundle. I don’t think I 

can afford to send my thick service coat yet, as it may get quite cold again. I could do 

with a nice pair of stocking puttees, they get so torn with barbed wire. I doubt if Uncle 

B is quite in the straafe, but he’s not far off. 
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No mail today. I believe there has been a fog in the Channel. I don’t know whether 

it’s real fog or the fog of war. I enclose Couper’s letter. I am afraid he has had a bad 

time lately. I wonder what about Tempest. I suppose Billy is down thereabouts. The 

new brigadier instead of Kay is also in the 60th. He is only about 36, named Kelly. 

He was acting recently, and commands a battalion in this division. I think he is quite 

ordinary. He is on leave but due back, apparently held up, we have never had any 

luck like that.  

Goodbye Helen. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

27 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

I am very sorry to say Major Godsal has been killed. He was on the same staff as 

Colin Laing, a corps staff, where one would have thought he was pretty safe. 

 

I rather hope you won’t send my boot trees now and certainly not the chair. One will 

have very little kit and it will be difficult to take it about and prevent the Boche from 

capturing it. I expect we shall be in it somewhere before long.  

 

I can’t believe Uncle B has got his leave. My staff captain had to come back after 

getting on the boat and no one is allowed to leave the country now. I am getting rid of 

the commanding officer [CO] I thought was useless. He is going 

 

page 2 

home as too old. He is 52. My best CO I think I told you has got a brigade.  

 

It keeps wonderfully fine but colder.  I expect in all this confusion I shall never get 

Darkie now. She can’t really be “private”, as the order was that if anyone took a 

horse abroad it became the property of government automatically, as soon as it was 
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put aboard ship or landed in France. So one was warned to sell it to government 

first.  

 

Only one letter today, dated 22nd. I got The Times of 26th. Really the outlook for the 

summer is not pleasant but I warned you it would not be. Well goodbye Helen, we 

shall be going up tomorrow for another 12 days unless we are taken away or 

something happens here. 

Yours Hubert 

 

Longmore has turned up on this corps staff. I met him this morning in a motor. He 

has been to Italy and was at home fishing 

 

top of page 1 

when he was ordered out. He asked after you! I hear Uncle B’s lot are now where 

you told me they were last summer. I wonder if it’s time, they must have been in the 

battle. Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

28 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Very cold wind the last day or two. Wonderfully dry though, which must be of great 

assistance to the Boches. We seem to be holding him now and the Cavalry seem to 

be doing something. I fancy Uncle B’s lot were not attacked much but had to 

withdraw because they were ordered to much against their will. At least that’s what I 

have heard.  

 

I also heard from a brigadier of our division who has just come back from leave that 

Reed VC, his divisional general, was also returning from leave and he said to him 

“you must be getting rather anxious about your division”, but he said “not in the least, 

Tommy Allgood is in command and as long as there  
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are no hounds or horses to distract him he will do anything I could”. So he has a 

good character with his divisional general! He also said that Uncle B failed in his 

tactical fitness examination before he retired, this I don’t believe, but he said he was 

practically certain he did and thought he was failed because he would hunt instead of 

attending Sir A Murray’s lectures given for the benefit of those going up. But as far as 

I remember he said he had passed. This same brigadier whose wife is Lady Edwina 

Roberts, said she had told him I was the best dancer that used to go to the dances at 

the castle in Dublin!!! There now, of course I 

 

page 3 

never talk about myself or fancy my dancing, but that is what Lady Edwina says and 

she used to dance with all the nuts! Phil probably did not know or appreciate she 

was dancing with such a famous dancer, so tell her and perhaps she will appreciate 

it next time. I always thought Lady E was very fond of me and wanted to marry me! 

But I had to put her off like all the others as I thought I liked hunting better.  

 

Well I’m going in tomorrow morning for another 12 days and one feels lots may 

happen in that time.  

 

I am glad you didn't send those heavy trees, I must write and stop the 
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others as the less kit these days the better.  

 

What an ass Arthur is, the hope of the Straker family according to P Bewicke, and 

acting up to what he admires so much. I wonder if Vida has heard from Billy. I got 

three letters from you today. I am glad Uncle Adrian has at last begun to talk sense, 

he used to talk in the usual way about everything being perfect. Very good of guy, of 

course Uncle B won’t turn up now. I don’t expect leave till the war is finished, it looks 

like one long hard fight now.  
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I wonder who sent that order to the paper, rather cheek was it not. You might send 

me a copy. I should think they might quite easily get into a row for publishing it and 

no doubt lots 
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of people may imagine I sent it. I really do think it cheek on their part.  

 

Pumph came to tea yesterday. He gets quite a lot of shells near their hut and has 

very wisely moved into some dugouts. These long range guns are an awful 

nuisance. Well they have come for letters, they have such sent over one of their 

quick ones at us as I am writing, I am sure it pitched quite close. I have just had a 

look it was about 80-100 yards off straight over. It’s all very well when you are in a 

good dugout. But these long range shells come from guns and are high velocity, the 

first 
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thing you hear is their pitching beside you. Howitzers go quite slow and you can 

generally hear them coming. I suppose they were meaning to hit the road, but it just 

pitched beyond it and I don’t think anyone was the worse. My horses were almost 50 

yards off. Well it’s all luck. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

Whenever I am writing to you they do something nasty. There has hardly been a 

shell all day till this one. They are horrid people aren't they? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

31 March 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No letter today, I missed the post yesterday as I was out from 8am-1pm when the 

post goes. I am again haring about doing what I didn't do last time, it’s very difficult to 
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arrange. The commanding officers are supposed to make most of the arrangements 

and it’s difficult to find out anything. 

 

I see Godsal’s name in the paper he may have been killed by a bomb. Colin Laing 

would know. Strickland is 

 

page 2 

sick again. Rather bad fever I believe. I think he ought to be sent home. He has gone 

to the casualty clearing station.  

 

Lewin is apparently acting for him, he is commanding Royal Artillery, and I am really 

senior to him but he was made brigadier rather before me and lives at Divisional HQ 

normally. Grant, who was acting, has gone to be liaison officer with the French. A 

very good job, of course he is a Guardsman, married Lord Roseberry’s daughter, 

very good French scholar and has done the job before so he is 
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suited, so another brigade in the division is vacant.  

 

Been raining the last two days. I haven’t been round at night yet but am going tonight 

from about midnight till daylight, a job I hate. I wish we could catch some 

unsuspecting boche, I expect he will be trying to get us to find out if we are still here.  

 

I wonder if any news from either of the Billy’s. I have 
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from Lady Roberts, asking for Cherry’s address! So please give my best thanks to 

Mrs Straker. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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1 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I expect Billy has been in action by now. I was out from 12 midnight to 6am this 

morning walking round whole of front line. My ‘worry’ is not progressing well.  

I got two letters today, I think I have only had time to read one and now the post is 

going. It’s an awful pity I didn't write to stop the boot trees as I really don’t want them 

at these times, but I felt you would have sent them and then you said you were 

getting Maxwell's, and now the heavy ones are coming after all! Can’t be helped.  

 

This fighting is very serious of course. I don’t know how it will end. Well so far we are 

not in it. In great haste. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I hope Billy is alright but honestly he may have been in the fighting. Two parcels of 

boot trees have arrived ‘in the trenches’, I am sending them back to my surplus kit 

that I leave out. Thanks very much for sending them.  

 

Lucky indeed for Spekoe having a ‘job’ at this time. I believe our 2nd Battalion did 

very well. Several of my late officers were in it, one at least was killed. The little man 

who used to be always congratulating me was fortunately acting as transport officer 

and had one man and some horses killed. Mine is ‘1st’ [Division], Uncle B’s ‘15th’, 

Spekoe’s 50th, 2nd Battalion, VIth. Arthur seems an absolute disgrace.  

 

The Cavalry seem to have done quite well. Everyone has had to fight, including 

labour people. Fairfax is about the only one who hasn't. The Chinese strongly object 

and I believe 
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struck because their camp was shelled the other day.  

 

Don’t bother about the chair, kit is rather a nuisance right now. Darkie even doesn't 

interest me much at the moment. It shows what a good judge I am. I daren't say what 

I thought of those hounds as I thought they were the Tynedale! But I thought they 

looked extraordinary. It’s funny for anyone to extra leave because there is extra 

heavy fighting going on. I don’t think the mustard pots can be ‘debited’ to my 

account. I wonder if they are. You might write and ask and counter-order them.  

 

Arthur Asquith and Betty M, were more or less like brothers and sisters. I always felt 

they might marry each other. He was practically brought up with them. He is an 

excellent fellow and has done very well in the war along with Freyberg VC. He has 

now of course lost his foot. I dare say she nursed 
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him as she has done quite a lot. Rather a blow for Jack Mills as he was always 

attached to Betty M, (so was I!) and Mary Meyrick (so was I!). I wonder what your 

cheeses will be like.  

 

We don’t know who we have in front of us, they may have changed them and put in 

Turks for all we know. I have to keep ordering people to make horrible little efforts to 

capture one but so far no success. I heard of a brigadier who had to swim the 

Somme River and then got sniped and killed on getting out on the far side. I was 

walking round the front line with my too old commanding officer last night. He is a 

nice old man but pretty useless. We had to cross a swampy stream with trees blown 

down by shells and a general tangle. When I proposed going that way the CO hinted 

it was hardly passable and that the 
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signalling officer had fallen in the night before, one of the men said it was a terrible 

bad crossing. So of course I said we must see. It proved I thought remarkably easy 
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in the moonlight, but I heard a splosh behind me and looked round and found my old 

man struggling in the water! It made me smile.  

 

I enclose a verse of the 10th Durham Light Infantry song for the book.  

 

Achilles has been employed cleaning up round here draining shell holes and 

reburying half protruding corpses. There are still numbers of dead half buried and 

some not buried about, dead horses floating in shell holes etc. It’s all old 

battleground. He took the identity discs off one of these. I believe the men when 

ordered to bury these corpses go through the pockets for any cash and the smell 

when counting the canteen takings is sometimes terrific.  

 

I have only one spare [lamp] globe left. Achilles suggests you send three more. I 

think it’s a good idea. 

 

[no sign off] 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

4 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Raid most successful. Four prisoners and one more today and no casualties, very 

busy preparing to hand over. We shan’t be here much longer. In for exciting times. 

 

Lady Edwina did not reverse thank you, She would have been shocked! I must stop 

now, I have not had time to read your letter yet. There’s a general waiting to see me 

on ‘business’. I have read Doreen’s long letter.  

 

The army commander and divisional commander sent their congratulations on the 

raid, Old Plumer, was very pleased. The other brigade did one and were 
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very cocksure of getting prisoners whereas I of course didn't expect to, They got 

none! 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

6 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I had two letters today. Sandy may have easily been in the front line and no one 

knows what has happened to those people, they may have been killed or wounded 

before the attack or swallowed up and taken prisoner, but as the Germans just swept 

past them no one knows what had happened to them.  

 

Fancy Billy wounded, I thought he must be near the fighting, as everyone had to 

fight, lame or half-blind or deaf. The Cavalry did some good work at last. The 12th 

Lancers did a really good charge and did in a lot of Germans and captured about 

150. 

 

page 2 

I wonder if Dick was there. The Infantry were retiring at the time and after this charge 

they came back and retook the ground they had left. There were some Hussars with 

them. I haven’t heard of any Uhlan charges. But Uhlan patrols were pushed right 

through and captured staff officers in motors etc! They were very bold. The German 

machine gunners who I have often told you about are the people we can’t compete 

with. You read they are ‘chained to their guns’ but I have always told you this is a lie, 

and that they are wonderfully brave and extremely efficient.  

 

Glad to hear Uncle B is alright. I believe his division have done very well. 
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We all have our troubles, even Doreen and her new nurse! I wonder if she thinks life 

worth living!  

 

Uncle B went out with 20th [Division], now in 15th. Well things are moving quickly, I 

am glad I have sent my boot trees and new coat off as one stands to lose things 

anytime.  

 

Achilles was very pleased with the cutting of my [Distinguished Service] Order so I 

am giving it to him. He is having the copy of Couper’s letter framed. He wears the 

red bugle still and wants you to keep him supplied.  

Yours Hubert 

 

I wonder what has happened to Cameron. I think he was in 2nd Battalion and they 

had a bad time. He is probably 
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killed, wounded, or captured and probably no one knows which. I think I will write to 

the commanding officer and ask if he knows. Talking of George Chadderton you write 

‘he has done so and so’, you ought to have married him! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

8 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I am now awaiting a motor all by myself everyone else having departed by train. 

Yesterday I went over to tea at Corps HQ where I met Percy. He has command of a 

Labour Group which consists of about 10 companies of 500 each, most of them 

Chinese and all sorts of others. He lives near Corps HQ but is liable to move 

anywhere according to work. Of course Jacob is a friend of his. He left his school 

practically when it broke up and a day or two after shells began to land in the village. 

He thinks he has now finished his military career. Well I don’t know what we are in 
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for. I took my old commanding officer over to Corps HQ yesterday, he is given charge 

of the Corps School. I asked him how he liked the idea and he said he would have 

liked it but not at the crisis like the present. 

 

page 2 

I am very glad to hear Billy’s wound is only slight, I wonder how his head is and what 

happened to him.  

 

I have just been watching some of the battalions marching past, they don’t turn out 

as well as my lot. After all my lectures and inspections and orders, they carry on 

much the same. It doesn’t really matter much but still it does look well to see 

everything the same. Achilles is quite slack about himself too.  

 

Well I have arrived. I came along with one of the other brigadiers and the divisional 

padre (chaplain). Arrived before the trains so went and had lunch at the officers club. 

Plenty of everything to eat.  

 

Harold use to be near this town, it still has quite good shops about six or seven miles 

behind the line. The place where he was killed is ours now and about 500 yards 

further east is ours too. It is three to four miles further south. It’s pretty cold, rather 

like snow.  

 

The man who owns this house says he used to keep a few racehorses and race 

about here 

 

page 3 

but not at Paris, by the tumble down state of the house you wouldn’t think so either. 

He said my two horses looked good ones. He laughed when I talked about Paris 

being shelled, his household have moved there sometime! My French was awful, 

mixed with a little Arabic.  

 

I have been waiting hours for anyone to arrive. I always feel I do nothing in these 

moves. Everyone else busy except me, gliding down in a car while everyone else is 
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seeing to things. This army is commanded by a general who I used to know hunting 

in Ireland, called Horne. A very good man.  

 

I am writing to congratulate Betty Manners, I never saw it in the papers. She is quite 

a considerable ‘Spec’, coming into, or having already, an aunt’s money besides her 

own. Arthur A is quite badly off. I am afraid I shall never see Darkie, anyhow she has 

this disease ‘cellulitis’ at present.  

 

They have all turned up at last, apparently everyone alright but they 
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are apt not to tell one if everything isn’t. However the COs will probably complain. 

 

The Cavalry acted of course like Infantry mostly and so probably got ‘Infantry 

casualties’. I wonder if Dick was with the 12th. I don’t suppose he was. Expect to be 

very busy tomorrow.  

 

I am afraid the old 14th has practically disappeared.  

Goodbye. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

I left behind in a store some more surplus kit, my long Harold trench boots and few 

other odd boots and your blanket (rug), AND the FEET, which arrived in a parcel 

yesterday. I find cellulitis is a very bad disease, not known in England, a sort of skin 

disease or series of abscesses, sometimes fatal or animal may have to be put down. 

Very catching and common out here, seems to have started with the French. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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9 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

In the middle of a battle yesterday, but not engaged, didn’t know where I was, fog 

and new country. The did not attack us actually, but they will shortly. The battle was 

in a fog yesterday and it has started again today. I expect it will go on for ages.  

 

The town I spoke about was badly shelled yesterday and refugees are all over the 

place. They were accustomed to live quite close up as this was a peaceful place but 

now they are being gassed and all kinds. They are wonderful, though. Shells flying, 

houses tumbling down and they 

 

page 2 

stand about in the streets and boys play pitch and toss, as calm as ever. We seem to 

have done well about here, but the Portuguese seem to have run.  

 

Goodbye glad Doreen is happy again. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

PS 

You might send this to Holt and ask him to collect the interest. 

 

11 April 1918 

Very busy, battles all round but not in it so far. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

12 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Very busy, a terrible battle been raging on my left. Haven’t been really in it so far, it’s 

bad enough being on the edge.  
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Lovely day today, get very tired. One has to bug down in any old house and just 

chance shells. The place is seething with refugees with babies etc. trying to move 

 

page 2 

their belongings, they are wonderful how brave they are. 

No time for more. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

13 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Very busy, busier than ever, and expect to be busier still, shall have no sleep for 

days and days. Have now not changed for three or four days and we haven’t begun 

yet. The only thing is to try and be stout hearted. But one gets fearfully tired and all 

these babies etc. all around one are rather depressing, the poor people are clearing 

by degrees wheeling away their things, carrying bundles, children, babies etc. all 

among the shells. Not time for more.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Go into the battle tonight, absolutely. Have been on the fringe living in my clothes all 

the time and getting all sorts of orders and counter-orders and worrying tiring time, 

before our battle begins. They haven’t actually attacked much lately where I shall be 

nearly where the north bend in begins, but one is on tenterhooks the whole time. 

They shell back where we are a lot too.  
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I want some long stockings nearly all mine have holes in them. If the Germans get 

much further everything will take ages to get here. 

 

page 2 

Hear Couper has been sent home and has a division I believe at home. Haven’t 

heard anything hardly of the 14th Division. I suppose Tempest is all right. Glad both 

Billies are right so far.  

 

This fighting will never cease till the war is over and is a great strain on everyone. I 

think the men are doing well, the Portuguese I believe ran, of course some of ours 

probably did too. We suffer from lack of training as well as numbers. Expect to have 

some rows before long with the major general! So far alright. Wood was seen by 

Achilles yesterday, believe he is near here and is a brigadier again. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I am getting weary of this, we haven’t been attacked yet, but I am daily expecting it. 

They haven’t touched our farm so far but are shelling all around it. I don’t know 

where we shall make our home if we do and we have a canal to get across if we do 

move back.  

 

I have these tremendous walks every day and this morning when I was right up with 

a battalion they put down a terrific barrage all round and I couldn’t go away for an 

hour, of course I thought they would appear every moment. The only advantage of 

this warfare is that one 
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page 2 

gets a certain amount of luxuries that have been left behind by the inhabitants. 

Cellars full of wine, 1869 brandy, chickens, cows, pigs etc. One sees dead men, 

pigeons, fish, mules, horses, hares, everywhere. I have seen a pheasant or two and 

partridges, but not dead. What a jolly place to nest in! Of course the country is not so 

shell pocked as at Ypres, nothing like it and is fairly dry now, but is very wet by 

nature and intersected with quite wide dykes, which makes moving across country 

difficult. Also lots of canals. The men are very cheerful really, considering everything.  

 

We had salved champagne last night. The troops of course get drunk occasionally 

 

page 3 

on the drink they find. We have to smash bottles and bottles as it can’t be carried or 

controlled, it does seem wasteful but can’t be helped.  

 

Up to the 9th April the day the battle started, all sorts of civilians were living in their 

homes, which really became even in our part where we have gone back very little, 

nearly the front line. Infirm old ladies had to last out the bombardment and were 

carried away after it was over. I had squalling babies sucking their mothers in my 

room while I was full of worries, but thought them very brave. I have never seen a 

French woman crying about the conditions. 

 

page 4 

Things look very serious of course, We certainly have our backs to the wall, but the 

worst is its only beginning and I suppose we shall have to try and go on and on 

forever. It seems so idiotic the way they go on gradually making conscription stricter, 

when any new men now are much too late. Well it’s not thrilling, however it’s no use 

groaning. 

Goodbye 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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19 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

A great battle as far as we were concerned started yesterday morning about 4.45am. 

I immediately had everything packed up that we did not want at the moment and sent 

back then I decided to clear out of our farm from where one could see nothing and 

move to another place on the right side of the canal where one could see a certain 

amount. It looked rather bad, packing up and moving rather back directly the show 

began 

 

page 2 

but it was better in the end.  

 

Well they gave our men a terrific bombardment for about four hours and then 

attacked. I thought they would have been blown clear away but they weren’t. After 

hearing nothing for a long time and expecting to see ours coming back and the 

Boche’s appearing, eventually we heard our part of the line was practically intact and 

they were having great sport shooting Boches. We lost a little but not much and we 

have to try and get this back, which is a 

 

page 3 

nuisance. The shelling really was terrific and how the men stood it so well I can’t 

imagine.  

 

It is quite common now to have a séance after dinner with half a dozen Boche 

prisoners. Very nice looking clean lads, 18 or 19 but soldierly and smart. We ask 

them all sorts of questions and then they are taken off in a motor further and further 

back and more closely examined the further they go. The man we captured on the 

17th said we were going to 

 

page 4 

be attacked on the 18th after four hours bombardment and we were!  
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We had exactly the same fight as that cutting I sent you, and so we ought to get 

similar glory, it was in the same place and the name rather like mine was one of our 

principal places. I went round to see all three battalions in the evening, rather in fear 

and trembling as it took three and a half hours and one was frequently dodging past 

shells. Want some good stockings badly. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

22 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

We are out for the moment and I am quartered in quite a nice chateau, in which they 

have left quite a lot of furniture. I have the best bedroom with a bed with blankets 

and sheets! So when I went to bed last night about 3.30am I put on pyjamas and this 

morning had a bath! The first for about 10 days! I felt I wanted it. I have been 

sleeping in my old knickerbockers all that time too and have done very little washing. 

Here there are no bathrooms but only one of those things, which the French ladies I 

imagine sit on astride and sponge themselves! when they feel hot. I have one in my 

room.  

 

We were not attacked again 

 

page 2 

before we came out. We expect them to do so any day and if they do even if we are 

here, which we shall only be for a few days at most we shall be hauled into the 

battle. I of course had an extraordinary easy time in the last battle personally and the 

result is nothing to do with the general, merely the CO and officers and men of the 

battalions, everything depends on them.  

 

Wood is close here as a brigadier. I know that Sloggett but did not know he had a 

brigade. He was a CO in one of our brigades, of course it was a swindle that I wasn’t 
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promoted before. Anyhow Wood has met with his just reward and Couper too! So far 

I have survived them both! But I mustn’t talk! 

 

page 3 

It does sound absurd these little men getting Croix de Guerres, which may mean two 

decorations, for driving about in motor cars in fur coats.  

 

Write to Lily and tell her where I am. I saw our battle in The Times, mentioning the 

Gloucesters who really did do awfully well.  

 

The brigadier who relieved me is rather a well known man (Kentish) and I thought he 

would be full of alterations etc. but he was quite ready to ask my opinion and do as I 

was doing! I suppose I ought to address the men, but I rather hate that sort of thing, 

anyhow I wrote every CO congratulatory letters etc.  

 

My leg has been swelling up to an enormous size and then goes down again. It’s 

 

page 4 

always on occasions like these when I have to live a lot in boots and things on round 

my legs. I have also done a good deal of walking, but it was an awful swindle getting 

no wound gratuity.  

 

It seems as if the Germans must drive us back here as our trenches get more and 

more battered. If it wasn’t for their Artillery there would be nothing to be frightened of. 

That was our Strickland. He looks quite old now, that photo was taken a long time 

ago. He will probably be Sir EPS before long. He has been quite polite and nice. He 

has not been beyond Brigade HQ of course and I haven’t been much beyond 

Battalion HQ.  

 

I have just heard that Kentish’s lot have lost the redoubt that we lost and recaptured. 

It will be very difficult to hold.  

Yours ever Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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23 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

We were very comfortable yesterday and had a good night’s rest last night. I fancy 

our rest is about over and that we shall be moving frontwards today. We seem to be 

holding up the Boches hereabouts so far. I hear he made another unsuccessful 

attack on our left yesterday.  

 

I see a lot in the Daily Mail of Sunday about the 1st Division, the Gloucesters are one 

of mine also the South Wales Borderers and Welch Regiment. They are all very 

pleased with themselves. We didn’t have half such heavy casualties as we used to 

have in an ordinary attack, I mean when we used to attack. No news of Darkie.  

 

This chateau used to have a governess who was a well-known character and there 

are lots of stories about her, she apparently tried with everyone, I suppose she was 

English. The general’s aide-de-camp [ADC] was playing about with her at dinner one 

night and so was the general. The ADC unfortunately caught hold of the general’s 

hand in mistake for the governess’s, and was sent home! Well no time for more, nice 

spring weather today. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

24 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Still going strong. We are in a pit village, rather like Bishop Auckland, they keep the 

pits going quite close to the battle. There are great slag heaps like that one at South 

Shields and one burrows into them to make dugouts etc.  

 

I am going into old stereotyped trenches for the first time for over a year tonight. It’s 

rather sickening to think that we have given up all we fought for or much of it, last 
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summer, up north and what we used to work at before we came down here. Here 

there is no water like that awful country up there and only fresh shell holes, none of 

that sort thing you saw in the photos. We walk about on young wheat, ploughed 

fields etc. What used to be my Brigade HQ up north I believe is front line now. If so 

some company 

 

page 2 

commander has got a good billet, but I expect they pound it a lot.  

 

My leave is almost due! I see no chance of any till next winter! I am putting in one of 

my COs, Gloucesters, for immediate award, he will be the same as me then with bar 

to DSO.  

 

Well goodbye Helen. I hope you are going on alright and that Doreen has got no 

troubles now that she has her Bantams! 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

The lamp gloves have arrived but haven’t used them yet. We have still got our cow 

with us which we collected in the battle but now we are in a pit village it’s rather hard 

to feed it. However when we go ‘in’ there will be some grass round our chateau! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

24 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

I am enclosing the Tatler picture, luckily your letter arrived just in time, I can’t imagine 

why Vida wants it. I don’t see anything about the clothes for her to copy, the hair isn’t 

particularly good, the dress is not nearly low enough for her, the shoes don’t show 

much and altogether I can’t make out why she wants it. Just find out and tell me.  
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Well we are going into what is at the moment a quiet place, not far from where we 

have been, but of course it may become a battle any moment! Plenty of long walks 

to be done. The HQ is a charming one in normal times but not particularly charming 

in a battle.  

 

Well nearly all my old battalion 

 

page 2 

people are killed or missing, that is my Jerwood, I’m awfully sorry, he may be a 

prisoner of course, but so disappointing for him. Rosher is alright. I don’t think he 

was out and now as machine gun commander, he lives with division. Grant is alright 

so far he missed it too, will probably be adjutant of 2nd Battalion.  

 

I wish I was weeding onions with Vida, Daph, and Phil. I promise I would work 

awfully hard! Glad some socks and stocks are coming. I feel mine are mostly holey. I 

must try and send them home. Many thanks to Daph’s store! As usual I forgot your 

birthday, is it 30 you are? I was doing a counter-attack at 4.25am that day, but I had 

nothing to do with it, I wasn’t leading it.  

Goodbye 

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

27 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I am in the usual state of fuss, rather irritable with everyone ongoing into a new part. 

I think it’s rather a good thing, one feels that fellows may not be getting a sufficient 

move on looking into all the new arrangements, so I sort of wake them up. Then I 

have to reorganize the scheme of defence which seems rather late in the day which 

is also a nuisance, one would have thought by now everything was cut and dried.  
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No fighting where I am at present, but there is close by in our last place. I have long 

walks to do daily. My belt is 

 

page 2 

at the tightest hole as it was on the first day of the war! So I am not getting fat.  

 

Fancy my leave is due! Isn’t it sickening?  

 

Lori Morant is Sir Digby Morant’s sister, she used to be very nice, I haven’t seen her 

for years. Rather a flirt she was supposed to be when I was about 14, but she never 

married. Yes I am 1st Corps, 1st Division.  

 

I could do with the drawers, during the battle I wore one pair about 10 days and 

nights without changing so I don’t use a terrific lot. I am telling Mick to send my socks 

and thick vests away. Very kind of Mr Straker, I think I must give you a cheque too! 

What about Willie Fellowes I think I must send him £100. I wish you would look into 

my accounts and see 

 

page 3 

what about my pay and allowances, my increased pay and allowances ought to be 

coming in and I ought to have about £1000 a year pay I believe, and incidentally we 

shall have to pay super tax.  

 

Well it would be very nice fishing now but none of that this year I expect, only picking 

cowslips on the battlefield! I am living in a chateau but only by courtesy of the 

Boches. So far he hasn’t even strafed it badly for some reason. Shells have pitched 

recently in the garden and wood round it but he hasn’t tried seriously to knock it out. 

So I sleep upstairs in a fairly decent room with lots of mirrors and 

 

page 4 

wardrobes in it but any night he may put a shell in the room. We are strengthening 

the cellars, if he started a battle here he would certainly knock the place down. The 

dining room where I sit and eat is 27 foot by 18 foot, so is a good room. There is a 
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mushroom bed close by but I can’t get anyone to get up early enough to collect 

them. 

 

Goodbye Helen, I enclose cheque £50 to celebrate my being a general on your 30th 

birthday! 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

PS 

What about No. 2 account? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

28 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Very sad about Ralph Smith. I believe dysentery often leads to ‘piles’, I have never 

had them badly but always slightly.  

 

I went round part of my line with Strickland yesterday. I had several awkward 

conundrums which he couldn’t answer which made him rather irritable, but he really 

was in very good temper with me. It was amusing hearing him asking men and other 

officers questions. Sometimes they gave awful answers and sometimes sensible 

ones but in each case he was irritable the way he talked. I think he was quite 

satisfied with me on the whole as he saw I had been trying to get a move on. I try not 

to make him more angry 

 

page 2 

and don’t argue with him!  

 

I am not taking to drink but of course the men did when they found cellars full of 

everything. We are in old trenches now so no pigs going, though we still have our 

cow somewhere.  
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Very nice of Doreen writing so much, awkward it’s on cardboard. I think the stockings 

will be sufficient to carry on with. I should send the pencil case to Captain P Grant 

MC, Rothbury to be forwarded, I can’t remember his house. It might have been 

Fernside, but I’m not sure. I would call him just Durham Light Infantry. 

 

The brutes shelled all around here yesterday evening whilst I was out, bits came into 

the dining room and 

page 3 

broke one of the lamps and nearly spoilt my cap, one bit came into my room and 

altogether it must have been unpleasant. At 3am this morning they started again 

scattering them all around for half an hour and I didn’t know whether to go down to 

the cellar or not. In the end I didn’t. I hear the brigade major did, but he has not said 

a word about it. The other brigade is in dugouts, this château is all very well but not 

so pleasant at these sort of times.  

 

I hear Uncle Billy has come to the next corps to the north, so he is not far off. I shan’t 

be able to go and look him up anyhow. He has 

 

page 4 

probably just finished a rest. My Fortnum and Mason boots let the water in now, the 

only other pair I have are Peals. The other Fortnum and Mason ought to be still with 

him. I suppose I ought to get them sent out. I went part of the way up yesterday on a 

bike. I don’t much like biking as you can’t dodge the shelling so well. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

29 April 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Rather a disturbed night, there seemed to be a terrible battle going on up Uncle B’s 

way, on our left, I wonder if he is there really. I can’t believe we shall be left in 

comparative peace for long. They seem to be having another time up north.  
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No rows so far with the major general! He calls up on the phone sometimes and I 

always expect an irate interview, but so far pretty amicable relations exist. 

 

No letter today being Sunday. I see Arthur Asquith’s picture in the Tatler, he looks 

quite well in his smart brigadier’s cap. I am wearing my old coat and my knickers a 

lot now. I should like a well-fitting new pair. But it makes one look trenchified 
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if one has old clothes. I am giving Daph’s white stockings a trial today. My stocking 

puttees are so holey that the white showed through. I had to ask Achilles to sew up 

one big hole just before starting out. I should like a thinner tight pair of puttees. If 

they are thick wool they seem to fit so loose and look untidy. I don’t like them at the 

best of times but they are convenient and comfortable.  

Goodbye 

Yours Hubert 

 

Please forward Lily’s letter I forgot her address. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

1st May! First day of the cricket season. Dull and cloudy. But we are having quite 

good weather really which is also rather in favour of the Boches.  

 

I am very busy, every day tramping around for about five to six hours looking at all 

the details and planning new defences. The major general has a bad cold again I 

believe so has not been on the warpath the last day or two. It is much nicer walking 

round here than in those battle places where you have no trenches and much more 

shelling. I hear the dugout I used for Brigade HQ in the battle was blown in shortly 

after I left it. We had decided to go into some cellars just as we handed over.  

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

I am quite different to Wood. I am nearly always telling the battalions they have 
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not sent in enough recommendations for rewards and actually rewrite some of them 

myself. I have got them quite a lot.  

 

I hope my suitcase has arrived with my smart boots! It seems taking a long time. It 

would be dreadfully sad if they were stolen.  

 

One of our aeroplanes came down in our ‘grounds’ yesterday neither of the men 

were hurt and came to dinner with us. There is a certain amount of feeling between 

Infantry and Royal Flying Corps – sometimes they bomb us and shoot at us – the 

Infantry think they must be Boches’ planes under British colours and every man 

shoots at them as hard as they can, rather a good thing I think to learn them not to 

bomb us. We are ordered not to fire on planes with our marks.  

 

Goodbye Helen, sent you home some socks requiring repair. I don’t think they ever 
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last long after being repaired. 

Yours Hubert 

 

I wonder if Unthank is at home? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Sunday morning, and wonderful to relate up to now, after breakfast it has been 

absolutely peaceful. It’s the first Sunday I have known the existence of since I came 

out last January. I have usually no idea what day of the week it is. There is a service 

in about in the chateau grounds at 11 to which I shall go, unless something upsets it.  
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It’s dull and rainy today but I am going to take it fairly easy having done 10 miles at 

least a day for the last 10 days. I suppose Dr Jackson is doing duty now and not the 
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idiot I saw about my ears which really want syringing again.  

 

I hear from Lily yesterday, she calls you ‘faithless’ as you haven’t written to tell her 

about me! Last time she said you had ‘improved in letter writing’ but now your 

reputation has gone. I see Arthur Asquith was married to Betty Manners the other 

day. Arthur Straker is still at home is he? What about the young one, Alastair, is he 

ripe enough for the army?  

 

I should think now I had better not think of leave till when? Trying time about August, 

seems an awful long time. I don’t suppose there will be any till then or later in any 

case. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

6 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

The church never came off. I paraded at 11am but only myself and the brigade major 

appeared so it was cancelled! In the afternoon I had just come out of one of the 

Battalion HQ and was about 60 yards away when down came a thumping shell just 

where we had been and killed two and wounded three men! Really great luck for us.  

 

Pretty warm and muggy this morning had thunderstorm yesterday and heavy rain. I 

think everything is going alright with the major general, he’s going up to one of the 

battalions this morning, but he’s pretty friendly with the COs and I don’t think he will 

straafe. We ought to have a rest in four days’ time if nothing happens, but something 

must 
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happen soon!  

 

The chocolate and socks arrived yesterday. A good supply of the former! I never dare 

eat it! I have all sorts of odd pieces, more or less worn out.  

 

I wonder if P Smith’s general was sent home, if so P Smith might have to start 

fighting which would be awkward! Sophie must be getting rather tired of waiting for a 

try. Achilles is the chief cowman and pig man, at least he does the looting he’s so 

good at souvenirs! He will probably bring Mrs Straker some animal next time. I have 

told the staff captain he must declare the cow, the pig he can’t as we’ve eaten it. The 

cow gives any amount of milk. I’m sorry for the owner aren’t you? 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Yesterday as I was returning from my walk all by myself, I saw horrid great black 

things making a terrific crash bursting in the air just near my home. As I was coming 

into the wood close by one burst just over head and made me fairly nip along. I 

found the others quite excited and said they had had one or two pitch on the lawn. 

About half an hour afterwards salvoes came over landing round about quite near, we 

fled down to the cellar! Then when it was quiet up we came again and then down 

came another lot, down we went again. Various bits came into the dining room where 

I sit. Then about two hours 
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later suddenly down came another salvo one of them knocked down the balustrade 

about 10 yards from the house! So I decided to sleep in the cellar!  
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We had a quiet night and so far this morning. But it’s quite unpleasant. The brute 

seems to have decided to go for us. Some of the shells were incendiary ones, full of 

phospherous or pitch, bits of which scatter all over the place and go on smoking for a 

long time. Beastly if they got onto you. He seems to mean to burn the house down 

on top of us, isn’t he a brute? The cellars are not completed and there’s not much 

room so one can’t live there permanently and when up above one is always 

expecting 
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a salvo. He sends four at a time.  

 

That’s a very good one of Betty M, he still seems quite bad. Lily Sydenham and Lily 

Rolleston are both sisters of Digby Morant and aunts of Mrs Llewellyn, and sisters of 

Louie Morant. Ailsie seems to have found out nothing about Tempest and what has 

happened to the 14th Division. General Couper has got a division at home I hear. I 

wonder if Daph and Phil will get commissions. I might get them army staff perhaps.  

 

I saw a man with a young tame rabbit in the trenches yesterday! It looked rather 

sweet. I suppose it was one that had been deserted by its owners. I made my staff 

captain ‘declare’ our cow, so she has been taken away, probably she will only be 

kept by some other more dishonourable staff crowd! She is a great 
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loss as she gave a lot of good milk, my brigade major and one of the others used to 

drink a glass of milk at lunch!  

 

I could do with a couple of good toothbrushes. No news of Darkie. I don’t suppose 

there will be any horse shows this summer so it doesn’t matter so much. 

 

Goodbye, hoping you are feeling alright. Let’s hear some of Ailsie’s gossip, what 

about Percy? 

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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8 May 1918 
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Helen darling 

Beautiful morning today. I am going to show the incoming brigadier round.  

They let us alone all yesterday and last night, there was a heavy strafe going on up 

north most of the night and this morning. 

 

I abuse Achilles most days, he thinks all he has to do is to fold up my clothes as 

quick as possible finish my room and his work is done till the evening. He never 

thinks of looking over anything to see if buttons are off, ‘bars’ hanging by a thread my 

blue armlet on my coat or any details of that kind. I would like a new wrist watch 

strap, I had one made here but it’s rotten. This is the exact size of the strap places 

and length of strap as it buckles round my wrist [pencil diagram of size of strap 

required]. I think you could get a strap made which I might get sewn on here. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

9 May 1918 
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Helen darling 

I believe we are on the eve of a big battle! There is a great calm before the storm. No 

letter today, lovely weather.  

In haste, 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

10 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No battle developed after all last night. So perhaps it will start tonight. 
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No letter yesterday, at least I can’t remember one. No leave in sight. Some more 

toilet paper would be a good thing. Yesterday I met Hordern who is I believe a friend 

of Uncle B. He is supposed to be very gloomy I believe, he looked rather nice I 

thought.  

 

Well I have no news and I must start out for usual tramp so goodbye, hope Doreen is 

enjoying herself by the seaside. I should like to be with her. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

13 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Came out for a rest last night. Have been tramping round for about 19 days on end, 

rather nice to have a change. How long there will be any rest depends on the 

Boches of course. 

 

I see De Wiart was wounded again, does Charles call him ‘Wy-’ or ‘We-art’? I didn’t 

think a VC would wear wound stripes. In the Gloucester Regiment none of the 

officers do because the CO didn’t. Wearing 10 of course you must know 

feel is making yourself very conspicuous, and some must have been very slight. 

 

The socks may be a bit niffy and want 
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washing. I will give 30/- a month to prisoners of war [fund]. 

Goodbye 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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15 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Couldn’t get a letter off in time this morning. They go at 9.30am which is rather 

inconvenient as one tries to write the day ‘of’ and not the day before. I wonder if you 

ever got a letter from me about Lady Roberts and Cherry, you have never remarked 

on it. I sent you hers. Anyhow about the same time I answered hers and she writes 

and says she has got no answer. I was writing another to her that made me miss 

yours this morning. I didn’t get one from you.  

 

Major General came in this morning quite peaceful! Fortunately I displayed a little 

tact. I had been raising some question about an order we had and said I thought 

otherwise but found out it was his particular order so this morning I did not go saying 

I disagreed with it, which he was rather looking out for I think!  

 

I went for a ride with the brigade major yesterday, and rode him up onto the top of a 

slag heap, he wasn’t sure if a horse could do it. I think it conveyed a good 

impression! It’s supposed to be where I shall take up my position if a battle happens 

but it’s a horribly shelled place.  

 

Dining tonight with the next divisional commander who used to command 
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this brigade, he sent me his congrats after our battle. 

 

Winnie says ‘Naughty Helen is a bad correspondent and they get no news of me!’ 

They all say the same, you ought to type a weekly summary. I have received the 

drawers and note paper. Many thanks! I hope my boots are arriving. I think you said 

you had had a note from Cox. Re: my pay I would not get any extra in February or 

March as I had to appear in the London Gazette and get a certificate first. I expect 

they have given me my back pay say in April. I probably get about £80 a month! I 

have I think the odd socks and you may as well return the others when repaired. I 

wish Daph or Phil would come on my staff they could do assistant staff captain and 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

look after my wardrobe. They would also be useful as they say with the transport, 

especially with the pack animals. I am sending home my thick tunic gloves etc. Yes I 

saw about Bethel, he must be a good man. Fancy Billy a major, Vida must be getting 

to think about her title too! How did Billy get wounded? What sort of thing hit him and 

did he have to do any fighting or just scamper away on his bike like most of the 

others!  

 

I find Couper was just going home for six months duty at home when the battle broke 

out. Greenly (12th Lancers) had come to take over but Couper was still in command, 

then Greenly cracked up and Skinner took over the division, but it now seems to be a 

training division.  

 

I think I must send WF £100 at once that will reduce the balance. I think war loan 

would do for the rest. You could do it could you? Or must I? Yes the pay seems 

alright they seem to have given me the back pay. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I don’t understand the pay quite, perhaps I get £100 a month! They seem to have 

given me my ordinary pay for February and March, about £26 a month and then to 

give me for February and March, £76 and £83. Perhaps you will find when they give 

me my April pay it is £100! I have sent WF £100 and so that is finished. 

 

I should like a bottle of Euchrisma [hair lotion]. I really ought to order it. My hair is 

gradually turning white with the responsibility of a Brigade. It’s getting 
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much greyer on top.  

 

Beautiful day today. Major General was round today looking at training, didn’t abuse 

me but didn’t approve of some things they were doing. He does command the 

battalions quite different to Couper of course.  

 

We are having a dinner party tonight with the 60th string band, soup, salmon 

mayonnaise, filet de boeufs, chicken au cresson, blancmange and fruit, scotch 

Woodcock whisky, red wine, brandy, port, sherry, café. I have asked two COs and 

two divisional staff. Perhaps we shall get an attack in the middle of it! We do live 

don’t we? This is a pit village but they are better than Durham. 

 

page 3 

By the bye, the other day a wavy coat or flat labrador looking retriever turned up at 

my chateau and I thought I really had got a retriever at last. He walked up to the 

trenches with me most friendly like occasionally getting abused for making me 

stumble over his hind legs, and then I went into a dug out on business and of course 

forgot all about him and have never seen him since, isn’t it a pity? The men report 

seeing a Boche messenger dog with a message round its neck going backwards and 

forwards. They would be much too kind to shoot it I expect, no one reports having 

shot it.  

 

This country is bad for riding as its all growing crops. My old horse is looking quite 

well. I thought  

 

page 4 

he was a roan he turns out to be a bright bay! He’s really quite good. Any news of 

Darkie?  

 

We shall get terribly super taxed shan’t we, being so rich with all this pay. I told you I 

was a terrific ‘spec’.  
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The dinner went off most successfully. We had the string band of the 60th composed 

of all sorts of star London performers, the conductor is the man who ran the Duke of 

Devonshire’s private orchestra and others were from various celebrated orchestras 

in London. After dinner I had to talk music to the bandmaster. I daren’t ask him to 

play anything as I couldn’t think of any names but the choristers’, I daren’t ask for 

that. One of the others asked for ‘Un Peu d’Amour’, which seemed quite a success.  

 

The big battle 
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hasn’t started yet. Your idea of a code is not allowed and several officers have 

already been tried by court martial for the one you suggest! Thank you!  

 

Glad Doreen is such a thruster and takes after her father at any rate in that line. I see 

‘Sloggett’ is a prisoner, the man who spoke to Charles H about me. Well goodbye 

Helen. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

16 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

It’s beautiful weather, terribly hot! It would be hard work fighting in such heat but so 

far nothing has developed. I have eight days training otherwise called rest. I have to 

look after the battalion a lot as they won’t always use the time to the best advantage 

and the major general is always calling up or riding round and asking awkward 

questions.  

 

I dined with one of the battalions last night, they gave me champagne! and a very 

good dinner and bridge afterwards. What a disgrace to the whole hunting world that 
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huntsman is, he will get it pretty hot I expect. That’s what the Gypsies used to do and 

we always 

 

page 2 

used to talk as if no Englishman would do such a thing.  

 

Thanks very much for the stockings, strap and toothbrushes, I want the latter badly. 

Ian does seem in a bad way. I can’t understand how he rides I should have thought it 

would be so painful. That must be Godsal’s brother who was killed on the Vindictive, 

another who has one eye, was taken prisoner and escaped and now is in Palestine. 

T Bunch tried being Infantry but either he or they couldn’t stand it, and I believe he’s 

an ADC [aide-de-camp] or something like it.  

 

Mick was playing football yesterday, a good shine on his face. I have seen one letter 

addressed to Mrs Achilles, Gateshead.  

Goodbye Helen. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

18 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Another terrific hot day. The major general is going to practically command a 

company today at training to show how it ought to be done! They have been very 

stupid over it. I was going to present medal ribbons, then I discovered the major 

general was very keen about it, so asked and now it appears he wants the corps or 

army commanders to do it, so it’s a good thing I didn’t venture.  

 

The major general is coming to dine 
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tonight, we are giving him a great spread, soup, fish, saddle mutton, cold chicken, 

sweet, mushrooms, champagne etc! Ought to make him in a good temper!  

 

I shall be going into trenches again on Monday, rest nearly over. Yes I wish we were 

peacefully fishing at Corbridge, though it never was attended with much luck. Thanks 

for the socks. I am afraid they never last long when once darned. I hope my boots 

have arrived by now, the brigade major has got his back 
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from the ‘dump’ where my ‘feet’ are, it has already had to be moved back once and I 

am sure no one will mind leaving my feet behind if it comes to a hurry. 

Goodbye Helen, I am off to a conference with the major general! 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

19 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Got your letter dated 16th today they seem to take a very short time now. Very hot 

still, very like the year we came out. Its Sunday but I have got to go and arrange 

about taking over for tomorrow and have a look round.  

 

Had a lot of the major general yesterday, conference in morning, then manoeuvres 
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under his direction, most people only being spectators, and then he dined with us in 

the evening. Quite friendly all the time. One of our brigadiers is Thornton, brother of 

Mrs Jerry Fenwick’s friend who used to be at Newcastle in the 5th. I used to think 

him rather an ass, this one talks very like him. At the conference he was muttering to 

his staff captain and the major general, will you stop talking! and pay attention. Tell 

me what you were  
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discussing etc. in a very angry tone! I was on the look-out for this because he 

jumped down my brigade major’s throat at one conference when I was muttering. 

Everyone is terrified, which is rather a good thing, and half of them come with 

proposals to suggest but never venture to say what they are for fear of making him 

angry with them! It’s really rather comic. 

 

page 4 

Isn’t it sickening, NASH has got a brigade, I heard yesterday! I went over to lunch at 

Corps HQ yesterday with a man called Taylor who I have never seen since I was at 

Charterhouse and didn’t know well then. He has always been asking me to come as 

if I was his greatest friend which I thought peculiar. He was quite nice.  

 

Poor John what bad luck, hope Doreen does not develop ringworm or something. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

20 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

You never said if you got Lady Roberts’ letter about Cherry. Grant will find a 

difference between CHS and me. Of course he will know nothing about training, 

office work of brigadier, drill, or anything, except a certain amount about trenches! I 

am rather sorry for Grant, but its lucky for the CO that he has got him. I think if Death 

looked after Billy for a whole season you certainly ought to give him say at least £3 if 

not more!  

 

Here it is still roasting. I think you had better send me my new thin coat. Perhaps 

Sandon 
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has it. I have two new ones, one rather thick and the other thin.  

 

We had some brigade sports yesterday and I had to present the prizes. Achilles won 

two firsts and one third. Of course he was awfully pleased, winking at me all the time! 

This morning of course he called me late and brushed nothing. Fairly roasting still, 

and rest over this evening. I have the odd socks but the repaired ones not arrived 

yet. 

 

Goodbye Helen. I wonder when this battle is going to begin. I hear they are not going 

to make any more brigadiers only full colonels! I hope they don’t pull me down! It 

may not be true. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

21 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Here I am in again, lovely day, fearfully hot for walking round. So far pretty quiet. No 

letter yesterday or today so far. You might send me those khaki breeches I had out 

last summer. Also the gaiters, canvas ones, which I sent home. Goodbye, in haste. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

22 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Three years ago today I believe I landed in France. Just such weather as this, 

brilliant! I had to begin my fourth year with a fourth wound!  
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Walking back from the trenches to my HQ yesterday we heard some shells going 

over to somewhere near HQ however we reckoned they were going pretty well over 

and thought we knew how to dodge them. As we were getting close to HQ we knew 

we were due for one (they come about every two minutes) and I went a bit out of my 

way to be sure. Then we heard the brute fired, heard him coming along, and then he 

suddenly pitched just beside me and the other 

 

page 2 

officer I was with. I should think about three to five yards off. The officer, one Elkin 

who was sort of understudy to the brigade major, said Oh! I am badly wounded! and 

began falling about. I said ‘No you aren’t?’ Come along and seized him by the arm 

and made him run towards Brigade HQ streaming with blood! At first I didn’t think I 

had anything wrong, but afterwards I felt blood inside my breeches so I began to 

congratulate myself on a fourth wound stripe! Elkin was very plucky. He seemed to 

have two gashes at the back of his thighs and quite a big piece in his knee clear of 

joint a bit on the cheek and various others. We were both extraordinarily 
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lucky of course. Then we were dressed and I called Tweedie of Gloucesters to take 

command and proceeded away in an ambulance.  

 

I got to the 1st Canadian CCS [casualty clearing station] about 8pm. I was x-rayed 

and then laid on the table and had it out. It’s quite a small piece and very light in 

weight, but it made a good deal of blood. I had ether or chloroform. They say I am to 

be evacuated to base and they ‘guess’ here that I shall be 30 days! I wonder if I shall 

lose my brigade and become a lieutenant colonel or major again. Rather sickening 

would it not be. I may miss part of this big battle 
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and this wound may have all sorts of dire results in that way. The Boches dropped a 

bomb on our transport horses, the night before last and did in 15 to 17, eight dead. 

Just one bomb I believe he meant it for a balloon which lives close by.  
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These Canadians seem very decent indeed. I mean the hospital staff and I have an 

idea they are as good doctors as fighters. I passed the Army Commander yesterday 

as I was coming along on the box of the ambulance, in his car. He was peering at me 

to see who I was but I quite forgot to salute him! I used to ride his step-daughter’s 

horses in point to points, Horne by name. Elkin will have to go home! 

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

27 May 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Still no letters back from the front or direct. I hear Forty Nason has a bad attack of 

‘shingles’ so may not be able to come to see me.  

 

Yesterday I found the chaplain of this place is brother to the Matthews who gave me 

the mustard pot. The latter was killed as brigadier as far as I could make out in the 

same sector I was in when I was hit also by a chance shell. Then another sweller 

chaplain came in to see me and told me he heard I was here and was a friend of the 

bishop’s and he was calling more or less on behalf of the bishop who he thought 

would call himself today. 

 

page 2 

No news of going home yet. No air raid here last night, all prepared sleeping on the 

floor. The officer’s wives are put up by a lady who has a big house near Duchess of 

Westminster’s Hospital. She has lost a husband and two sons I believe, anyhow she 

seems to take the place and provide motors generally, I believe it’s a very good 

place. Then another lady has built and runs a place for soldier’s wives and she 

herself and two girls do all the cooking themselves. I really don’t know a quarter of 

the kind things people do during this war. What would the soldier’s wives do if they 

had no place to stay at. They can stay as long as they like and some bring babies 

with them. 
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There is a Tyneside Irish ‘officer’ in this ward, with one leg, he gets rather inclined to 

sing by the evening and sings a song about going to Blaydon Races which I think I 

have heard before.  

 

I am expecting a visit from the bishop today, my old friend at Khartoum. They haven’t 

dressed or looked at me today so can’t say whether I am fit or not to cross. There is 

going to be a good clearance out tonight. I am sure I am quite fit, my temperature 

has been normal for days. The nurse says that as my 

page 4 

wound is sewn up the order is I have to wait till there is no likelihood of the stitches 

breaking away. If it had not been sewn I could have gone home at once. So I 

suppose I shall just stop here according to the order!  

Goodbye yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1 June 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

There was no evacuation last night after all. Possibly due to the air raid. They came 

over again and seem to have bombed the same hospitals as before and have done a 

lot of damage. The night previous they seem to have killed 37 French civilians in one 

place and during the day when they came to dig them out the only live article they 

found was a two year old baby. It doesn’t really matter much not being evacuated in 

a hurry. I am almost as well here as in England bar the raids.  

 

I got some 
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more letters forwarded back from the front and one from the brigade major who says 

Kay has got 3rd Brigade! I wonder how they like the change. He is rather clever I 
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believe I fancy he is Staff College, anyhow he has been an important staff officer 

probably that’s why Strickland was keen on him. Brigade Major says I am brigadier 

until I am passed fit, then I come down and go to the base and await a vacancy. I 

don’t know if he knows, he’s rather inclined to lay down the law.  

 

I saw Mrs Horlick, and brigade major’s fiancée in the last 
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Tatler, and Lady M Herbert in The Sketch as assistant administrator of Wacks 

[Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps]. I believe she has had some wonderful experiences 

in Serbia.  

 

We have one VAD and one sister in the ward by day and night. I think both VADs are 

ladies. One the night one, is a very tall cheery one with a nice voice and quite nice 

looking. The day one not at all bad looking but not so cheery. They really have quite 

a lot of work to do and are walking about doing something nearly the whole 12 hours 

they are on duty. I made the day VAD rather sick yesterday by throwing all my paper 

scraps on the floor. I always tear up all my letters as soon as 
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answered.  

 

They don’t wash me like they used to at Duchess of Westminster’s Hospital. I have 

just had my wound dressed. It really is quite imposing considering the size of the 

piece of shell. If it had not been sewn up it would have been a big place. As it is there 

is one place left open which will take some time to heal up so I shan’t be coming 

north till after the 6th I am sure.  

 

The doctor says that the buttock and thigh are about the worst places for gas and he 

has cut away chunks of flesh and muscle in some cases. I said I thought I really 

ought not to have left the line with my wound, he said I certainly ought to have that 

the risk of gas was very great.  
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Well I expect I shall be evacuated to England tonight, but they are sure to have 

another air raid. Hope you are going on well. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

4 June 1918 

page 1 

King Edward VII’s Hospital for Officers 

9 Grosvenor Gardens, 

SW 

 

Helen darling 

I hope everything is going on satisfactorily as regards yourself, you never mention 

how you feel. We had a quiet night before leaving and were roused at 3am, train 

actually left at 6am, arrived Calais about 9, and steamer left about 12.15pm, arrived 

Dover about 1.30, left about 4 and I arrived here about 7pm.  

 

We had a great reception at Charing Cross, dozens of beautiful fresh nurses were 

showered into my ambulance, all the way people were taking off their hats and ladies 

waving at one. Honestly when I think of it, it brings lumps into my throat and tears to 

my eyes as it appears people do realise there is a war on and those at home do all 

they can for those who are fighting this uphill contest in France. I feel the country has 

done and is doing all it can according to its lights to save us from defeat, money is 

being poured out. Lives given 
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and everything else that can be given but the issue is hanging in the balance and our 

mighty foe is so strong that even all the country’s efforts may end in disaster. But we 

hope it won’t that’s all and we can but do our best.  
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I travelled on the steamer next to a Canadian Artillery officer, they are splendid 

fellows, they and the Australians I look on as the finest fighters we have on our side. 

They are splendid. Another fellow I travelled with was a second lieutenant in one of 

the Durham Terriers. He was in the retreat on 21st March and then was sent to the 

base for a rest. During the second air raid at Etaples, he was on guard over the 

German prisoners and a bomb fell within a few yards of him, it killed his captain and 

blew him sky high onto the top of a tent, when he recovered consciousness after two 

days, he found the small of his back injured and that he was suffering from ‘shell 

shock’ so he has been sent to Lord Knutsford’s special hospital. He says in the two 

raids there were nearly 1000 casualties and many of them patients.  

 

Well, all about that neighbourhood are all these women ambulance drivers Wack 

telephonists telephonists and all sorts of women workers. I am very sorry for them. 

The Boche officer who was brought down in his plane says the Germans know it’s an 

important 
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camp and they mean to bomb it unmercifully. Of course I believe there are a good 

many Americans there and it’s where our reinforcements assemble so they are right 

really, but it’s a terrible nuisance. Our Flying Corps are supposed to have since 

bombed the home of the Boche planes terrifically, we hope they did in reality, but 

they have underground ‘hangars’ with imitation ones on the top and our people are 

rather apt to bomb the latter! They also have bombed, or are going to, a certain 

chateau at La Cateau which is thought to be where the Kaiser is stopping, anyhow 

some of his ‘red tabs’, we’ll hope that comes off and will make his moustache ends 

turn down a bit! 

 

Well I see Uncle B and Tempest got CMG’s [Orders of Saint Michael and Saint 

George]! Meynell, who used to command the Yorkshire’s under P Wood and who for 

two years fighting got nothing at all from him, at last was driven to desperation and 

took a school for about 10 months, and now gets a CMG! That shows what a brute P 

Wood was. Jacob, the corps commander, told me Meynell was excellent and that P 

Wood was an awful chap. 
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Anyhow I have suffered accordingly. Little Couper was so feeble he daren’t do 

anything but support P Wood in all he did or said.  

 

I see I am in the list today. I have written to Lily, but I expect she is very busy  drilling 

or whatever it is.  

 

I am being extra pleasant to the two old sisters! Last night I fairly roared as I was 

being carried up, Agnes was making all sorts of ‘cheerful’ conversation and I was 

laughing at my recollections of previous ‘incidents’ especially when we passed the 

old ward. She remarked ‘The patient seems very cheerful anyhow’! Then Fanny 

came in this morning several times about ‘books’, last time I offended her by saying I 

didn’t want any, so this time I asked for ‘Blackwoods’ and war books. She says I 

could have as many of the latter as I liked as no one would have them at any price.  

 

I had the stitches taken out this morning but am not allowed out of bed yet. 

Everything is going on first rate. I have a room to myself, which is nice for visitors but 

otherwise perhaps dull. I am thinking of asking Mrs Tempest to come and see me 

and tell me about her Roger’s experiences. I must ask W Fellowes, Lady Sydenham, 

and Digby Morant.  

 

Well this is more than you will be able to read so goodbye and do hope everything is 

going well with you. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 June 1918 

page 1 

King Edward VII’s Hospital for Officers 

9 Grosvenor Gardens, 

SW 
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Helen darling, 

Having asked for ‘books’, Fanny now comes round asking if I have read them! This 

makes it very difficult not to hurt her feelings. As a matter of fact neither of those she 

has given me interest me in the least but I have glanced through them. Then 

yesterday, Lily never came and I had no ‘visitors’, so Fanny constituted herself my 

visitor! I think my telephone to Lily was probably never delivered, those ladies clubs 

never do give anything to anyone.  

 

My leg has been more comfortable since the stitches were cut out, they had eaten 

into the flesh quite deep. The cut has opened a bit since however. Couper, I hear, is 

at Devonport, and very fed up with the ‘Poodlefaking’ he has to do. He is almost a 

woman hater I believe, I think he must have been ‘crossed’ sometime or other. 

 

Just heard from Lily, she never got my telephone. I have never known a message 

delivered by that club or other ladies clubs, they never seem to 
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know the members by sight or name. Sister Agnes comes beaming and gushing in 

periodically and asks how one is, very well thanks, I say, hoping she’ll go. At all 

hospitals, the visits of the matron and colonel are very boring, one has nothing 

particular to say to them or they to you except to ask how you are, and you can’t say 

anything except I think I’m better, really feeling much worse probably. 

 

Fanny has just looked in (9.30am). Asked about the books of course, I had to say 

they were splendid and daren’t ask for new ones! which I want. I must leave them 

lying about more, they are still exactly where she put them! I am keeping a careful 

account of my stamps and papers, do you remember last time we thought they 

swindled us. 

 

My wound was not looking so well this morning, as the result of taking the stitches 

out and hot fomentations, prescribed here, it has broken open and now looks as if it 

would take quite a time to heal. I asked the nurse how long she thought it would be 

before I was allowed to go home, she said three or four weeks but I don’t think she 
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knows. I think they would let me home before it heals up altogether, that might take 

three or four weeks. My previous wound hadn’t completely healed when I was 

allowed to go. I am sure I shall get away earlier than the nurse says. 
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The wound had to be inspected by Sister Agnes today. She seems to have an 

inspection of all periodically, so I had to allow her to inspect my ‘behind’, I hope she 

approved of it!! 

I have just had an ‘at home’, first Lily arrived, then Digby Morant, then Mr Straker. I 

was very surprised to see the latter as I thought his visit to town was over. He was 

very nice and looked extraordinarily fit and young I thought. Lily brought me a large 

basket of strawberries but I can’t get any sugar for them, which always improves 

them so. They stayed till nearly 5pm. Mr Straker told us about your rabbits, and 

suspecting there was a good deal of pilfering of food for them brought in, that they 

were a 
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joint stock company with Vida, so as not to make you out the only one, Lily remarked 

of course the bran they have to buy for them must cost a good deal. Then of course 

Mr Straker said ‘Oh! They don’t buy any food for them!! I roared, as I suspected all 

the time that you were pilfering all sorts of things from Mr Straker. However he didn’t 

bear any ill will over it but said it was a very good thing for you and Doreen. Lily 

explained her war work, she is secretary to the commandant who they call ‘Sir’. He is 

Miss Marx, one of the same lot as the admiral and Wood’s step-mother. She said 

‘Please Sir, may I have leave to visit my wounded brother’, they think Sir sounds 

better than Mam!  

 

Goodbye Helen. I hope you are feeling alright. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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6 June 1918 

page 1 

King Edward’s 

 

Helen darling 

This ought to be, from what you said, the birthday of the little fighting man you are 

going to produce! I wonder when he thinks of putting in an appearance.  

 

I am very sorry about Gibson, General Riddell arrived here a few minutes after your 

letter announcing he had been wounded. His jaw is fractured, so he finds it hard I 

believe to eat anything.  

 

W Fellowes came yesterday late, and he says Peregrine Fellowes, that Long’s 

husband, and his and my cousin is ‘missing’. He is flight commander at Dunkirk. Very 

gallant but not very good. His men went to bomb Zeebrugge, but came back and 

reported they had not hit the thing they meant to, so he said it must be done, so I 

shall go and do it myself 
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so he at once went off by himself and has not been heard of since. Sounds very 

brave. She seems to think he is alright as she is a Christian Scientist. She had great 

difficulties about a baby, but eventually got one by Christian Science. Then she 

determined not to have a doctor or anybody, however eventually a doctor had to be 

called in. Did you know all about this. She’s a 

funny little thing. Rather sad for her though about her husband. Lily brought me a 

large basket of strawberries. They are very fond of little Wood here. Sounds rotten 

breaking his leg, but fancy him playing lawn tennis.  

 

A ‘medical board’ have just come in to see me, I don’t know what they do it for. They 

did not look at the wound but asked if I was stopping on here, I said as far as I knew 

I was, but what they are for I can’t imagine. 
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My wound was said to be looking better this morning. My young staff officer says 

Lady Carnarvon’s Hospital is very nice. Top hole nurses and food! The food here is 

very good too. I should like to see a bit of the King’s salmon! Please thank Mrs 

Straker for her kindness in writing to Lady Ridley, her place seems always full.  

 

Fanny asked about the books again so I hardened my heart and said I had finished 

the lot! She was astounded. I said I haven’t read every word but most of them. She 

threatens me with a novel. I have escaped her a good deal so far today. WF[ellowes] 

remembers them and their father in their youth. I introduced him to Fanny, he says 
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Sister Agnes was ‘beautiful’, but they always had awful voices. 

 

Phyllis Sydenham has just been, she paid quite a long visit and was very nice. He is 

coming tomorrow. He is one of those selected to reform the House of Lords. PS says 

they can’t hear anything definite about young Fellowes who is her nephew, but that 

Eleanor is certain he is alright in the same way that she had no pain when she was 

having a baby. Can’t you adopt Christian Science for the event. 

 

Fanny came in and gave me a book called SONIA, believe it’s good.  

 

I don’t think I want anything sent, I think I will wear uniform. The only you might send 

are my best khaki trousers in my cupboard. If I have things sent it will only mean 

more things to carry about. But on second thoughts it might be a good thing to send 

my suitcase with a flannel suit, soft shirts, collars etc. hat, uniform is perhaps rather 

conspicuous, in a way. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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28 August 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

I hope everything went off well and that you have arrived home safely. I don’t think 

you were bombed as it was such a cloudy night. I travelled opposite a man, the 

colonel with Legion of Honour and Croix de Guerre, who said he was a cousin of 

Kathleen Morant and he knew Brockenhurst etc. He is a gunner in Uncle B’s Division 

and was awfully fond of him and said he was so good etc. but absolutely ‘done in’ 

when he came home. Then I spoke to Sir J Asser and I found a wounded colonel of 

the 1st Division returning, he was wounded when acting as brigadier instead of Kay 

after the latter was hit. 

 

page 2 

He didn’t seem a bit fond of Strickland.  

 

I found my cabin, 10/- and had this colonel in to talk to. It was quite worth 10/- and if I 

had liked he would have paid half. So it might be quite cheap. I didn’t notice the 

voyage much but felt a bit queer at one time. When I landed, the first thing I saw on a 

notice board – ‘Cars for: GEN MORANT 15.30’. But no Achilles! I went to AMLO 

[Assistant Military Landing Officer], and he said you are for 3rd AIS [Third Army 

Infantry School].  

 

I met a padre who was going back there in my car, so I suggested as it was 8pm that 

we should dine at the Folkestone, so we did. I stood the dinner. They put some pears 

on the table for dessert, so I took one, 3 Francs! I never heard such a swindle. There 

is a 10% war tax too.  

In the 

 

page 3 

middle of dinner they told me my servant had come, and there was Achilles. He 

arrived at 1am and missed me coming off the boat, which was most rotten of him. It 

was only by chance I hadn’t started off. He had brought some ‘cleaning traps’ with 

him! We started off with the padre, who proved to be a non-conformist! at 9.30pm 
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and arrived here 12 midnight. The colonel woke up and showed me my room. It is at 

a sort of summer resort (in normal times), a line of villas (very shoddy) and hotel right 

on the sands. The wind blows the sand into great ‘drifts’ right up against the houses, 

it would be poisonous in winter, none of the houses have fireplaces and 

 

page 4 

wind blows through the windows etc. Not a tree in sight. Good sands and shallow 

bathing. The padre told me they indulged in midnight bathing. 

 

There are various classes and courses going on and I am just here till a vacancy 

occurs to watch them training and read up things. I might be here a day or week or 

month as far as I can tell. It’s not really far from Fairfax, about seven miles or 10, I 

should think to the north. We motored through where I was in hospital and where 

Forty was, at night of course.  

 

It has been showery and blowy today. Lots of WAACS [Women’s Army Auxiliary 

Corps] about ‘officers’ are only allowed to walk out with ‘officer’ WACKS, and the 

men with private WAACS. A major dressed up as a private to go to a WAAC dance 

the other night, and was court-martialled. This is a very un-bomby place I should 

think. All my kit arrived safely.  

Goodbye. 

Yours, Hubert 

 

Love to Doreen. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1 September 1918 

page 1 

3rd Army School 

Helen darling 

I have been given 147 Brigade, 49th Division, West Riding Terriers. The divisional 

general seems to be Neville Cameron whose people lived near Highcliffe. I knew his 
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people fairly well but him only slightly. The other brigadiers are one George Rennie, 

60th, who used to be in 14th Division and got a brigade before me but wasn't thought 

any use, and the other Green Wilkinson, brother of your friend. I fancy the latter has 

gone home or is doing something else at the moment. 

 

page 2 

As far as I can make out they are at present back behind Uncle Harry, but I am not 

sure. I have not been long out of a job. I have never heard of this division before. It's 

rather exciting isn't it? 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No letters yet. I wonder if you have got any from me. It seems ages since I left. 

Doreen will quite have forgotten me and those tempestuous drivers, especially that 

one when she clawed me round the legs!  

 

The divisional commander came round today and talked for a long time. He seems 

inclined to be very helpful and I should say we would get on well. I told him I had 

written some 'notes', he said he would like to see them, they are rather different to 

his at least he hasn't ever mentioned the 'infiltration' man by man. I explained it to 

him and sent him the notes to read. 

 

page 2 

Meanwhile I have issued a copy to each platoon commander. I expect they will be 

awfully fed up as they have so much paper to read and they get sick of it. So far I am 

quite pleased with my people. I think the staff are alright. I don't like them quite as 

much as the last lot. The brigade major has one quite good jumper [horse], almost 
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too good for him. He is always terrified if I threaten to jump a trench. I don't much like 

it myself as they usually give way as you take off or land.  

 

I have no particular news, love to all. Lovely weather, quite hot, a few days ago it 

was quite cold. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

14 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

The brigade major was very tactless last night when I said I was supposed to be like 

'Lewin', he said I don't see it at all. To begin with 'he is thin'! Surely I am not FAT, I 

mean not as FAT for a man as you are for a woman!! Am I a sort of George 

Waddilove?  

 

I took over from Green Wilkinson yesterday. He doesn't seem at all interested to hear 

anything of his brother and still less to hear of his wife. Says he never knows what to 

talk to her about.  

 

Names for rewards have been called for January next. The period is from February 

to about now. Strickland would have to recommend me as I was under him then, but 

of course he won't as I have missed the last two months and 

 

page 2 

have left him. Not that they have done anything since I left though they may be doing 

something now.  

 

There seems to be splendid news from the south. Really I think we seem in a good 

position as regards men now compared with the Hun. I was quite pleased with the 
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appearance of my brigade on the march yesterday, they were better turned out than 

the 3rd Brigade the first time I saw them.  

 

Heard my first shells last night, long distance ones. Weather cold and rainy looking.  

Goodbye Helen. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No date on your letter from Hartford! Yes certainly you can lend Doreen my 

shoehorn, it's sure to be in the dressing case or other suitcase. I should let the 

Pitman take the rabbits and breed them as fast you can. It would save a lot of trouble 

and advertising.  

 

I saw an E Joicey, Northumberland Fusiliers was reported a prisoner, a day or two 

ago. Sounded like Teddy J, but he was not put as IXth Lancers.  

 

I am going to have a look at the line today, the first time I have done anything so 

dangerous since my return. It's always rather exciting at least to me.  

 

Joey nearly came down yesterday, the ground was very greasy and he has 

 

page 2 

enormous feet and is rather apt to slither about, it would be very unpleasant if he 

came on top of one.  

 

You haven't told me how Mr Straker has got on with the partridges.  

 

Weather here not very settled, rains more or less daily, and a good deal of wind. 
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Love to all. 

Yours Hubert 

 

The Bishop has sent me a pamphlet and tracts, which he hopes you will be able to 

understand! Envelopes please! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

16 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

A lovely day, we had a field day with the brigade, about a six mile march and then 

training, dinners and march back. I think the men enjoyed it. Am going to have 

another brigade day the day after tomorrow.  

 

I can't make out any number on the rubber cork. It looks like DBBM. I supposed it 

was perished as it has split into several pieces. 

 

We had a dinner party last night. I may be able to send you the menu. 

 

page 2 

There was a terrific rainstorm in the night. I was glad I was not in the trenches. Our 

distinguishing badge is a white rose. I rather think Cameron gets his wife to make 

them. I have got two, could do with a third, but I can't spare one to send you to copy.  

 

I enclose the menu drawn by the signal officer, he says he draws ladies dresses from 

his own imagination so would be rather useful in designing his wife's.  

Goodbye. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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19 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No particular news: still training. Went to an entertainment by our Brigade Concert 

Party last night. They were quite good. Haven't seen anyone of any interest lately.  

 

I think you are doing well over the rabbits and its splendid having no more deaths. 

This old battleground is fairly covered with splendid plantains and dandies. I am 

always wanting to collect them for you. I expect Uncle Alf's horses given to Ian are 

not very first rate race horses, 'Billow' I remember a long time ago!  

 

Re my 'promotion'. Both the others, Rennie and G W, are senior to me, not that that 

means anything. 

 

page 2 

Cameron is reckoned fearfully energetic. I am sure he is too. It's rather sad missing 

the 'honours' this year, names have to be in on the 20th, I shan't get anything for all 

the horrible time at Passchendaele before Christmas last, or the good show by the 

3rd Brigade near Bethune!  

Goodbye Helen. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

22 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Have had a great day so far. Church parade, all battalions together at 9.30, then a 

demonstration of an attack by a selected company with live trench mortars, rifle 

grenades and smoke bombs, which everyone was very pleased with. Then I thought 

it would be a good thing to have a 'hunt'. So I ordered all mounted officers of the 

brigade to meet at Brigade HQ at 2pm. That means all commanding officers, second 
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in command, adjutants, and company commanders, as well as brigade staff, about 

30 officers or more, should have come. The CO of one battalion sent to say he 

'wasn't feeling well', and I think 
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some others got off on various pretexts. 

 

I rode 'Joey', he is a heavy great horse and rather clumsy with his great big feet. I 

told them we were going for a canter round and it was 'follow my leader'. The ground 

about is covered with old shell holes, over grown with weeds and grass, bits of 

barbed wire, telephone wire, old trenches, and steep banks. I started off to lead the 

way going along a good canter. I hadn't gone 200 yards before down I came with 

Joey on my leg, having galloped into a shell hole!! This was a humorous start wasn't 

it, however I was on again before most has caught up. 

 

page 3 

Then down a steep bank with barbed wire at the bottom, then a trench and a big up 

bank, then a trench and a few minor obstacles, and round back down and up the 

banks again. Only about half a dozen went the course and there were at least six 

falls, a lot simply didn't try and cut off corners by tracks etc.  

 

Those that went the course enjoyed it a lot. No one had ever heard of such a thing 

before. I think they must think me a bit cracked! The brigade major went well, and my 

playwriting signal officer. But of course they are quite ignorant, and none of them 

have the least idea how to go down 

 

page 4 

a steep bank or whether a horse can even do it. These banks always afford a lot of 

amusement, they are really terraces made for cultivation. I really had the worst fall of 

the lot which was rather funny. Those that got the course all want to have it again, 

but I think most of them don't. Two commanding officers were alright, two of my 

'staff', attached ones, were awful.  
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I am now supposed to be going to play polo with the 51st Division on a very fat slow 

looking pony, but it's rather rainy looking and the pony probably won't go near the 

ball. The polo was off as it has turned so wet, it is a horrid cheerless evening but 

lucky to be in good quarters but it's our last night of comfort.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

27 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

A big show started this morning. I am in reserve and may or not be wanted. It poured 

last night which was very bad luck on the attackers. I do hope it goes well, it will be 

grand if it does. We seem to be able to attack now in so many places which is so 

encouraging. Lovely day yesterday and the morning of this great attack is bright and 

sunny but looks rather like changing. Fine weather is everything for us.  

 

You were quite right about Capital and Counties Bank be- coming Lloyds. I have 

signed the application for shares but asked Holt to 

 

page 2 

hold it up (I have sent it to him) if I need not accept the shares or if he does not 

advise it. The thing is suddenly chucked at one and I knew practically nothing about 

it. As far as I know I had about 121 Cap and Co shares of, I thought, £30, it may be 

£50 of which I think £10 was paid up. Now I am to get 121 Lloyds £50 shares, and 

£8 paid up. But without my business papers I can't remember all the details. But you 

see they could make a call sometime or other for the full £50 which means paying up 

about 

 

page 3 

£6000, but I believe this is all ways very unlikely. Anyhow I must rely on old Holt to do 

the best as there seems no time to consider it now. Well I may be in a battle before 

long, one can't tell.  
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Goodbye 

Yours Hubert 

 

How awfully sad about Charles Holroyd I see he has died. I am sorry for his wife. 

Nobody seems to have known he was badly wounded. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

29 September 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No fire, no stove, pouring rain, frost I believe last night, feet so cold, no hot water 

bottle! What about the men, no great coats and only waterproof sheet. Can't sleep 

for cold they can't, it's a hard life.  

 

Well the Boches do really seem to have the wind up and appear to keep clearing off, 

rather than really fight and lose men. They must stop and fight somewhere, the news 

is really sensational I think. Up at Ypres we are now further east than we have ever 

been and have got that remains of a chateau I drew 

 

page 2 

and stuck in my book, which defied all our efforts. Of course they are not really 

fighting, but withdrawing to avoid it and save men.  

 

Beastly day today (Monday), blowing and more or less raining. I quite agree about 

my fall. I was giggling loudly as I got up feeling they must have thought it so awfully 

funny. They didn't seem to, probably too frightened of me to laugh and also about 

themselves. Some were so busy riding I don't think they even grasped what had 

happened. I thought it was the funniest incident of the day. I don't know in the least 

where Maude's address is, not likely to be anywhere near me I expect. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

4 October 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Just come back from having a look at the battle front. It is a change, no trenches or 

dugouts, men just dug in with their 'light entrenching tool' more or less where they 

happened to stop. No dugouts for HQ. Brigade HQ is in a more or less battered 

house in the cellar, in a fairly battered village. Guns all standing in the open, 

everything on the top.  

 

Huns have outrun their trenches and hang on in sunken roads, railway 

embankments etc. Things seem at a bit of a stand still at the moment and the 

Boches seem rather stubborn and inclined to be offensive. 

 

There were about 50 planes all hovering 
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about overhead and firing machine guns, but one could not tell one from the other. 

One or two of ours came down and I heard one of the latest Boche machines come 

down between the lines and that a major in one of ours came down and settled 

beside it. Got into the Hun machine and leaving his own flew home in the Hun 

machine as it was a new type we hadn't got. Sounds very brave doesn't it? The Hun 

in it was wounded I believe and we got him.  

 

Brigade HQ looked rather wretched of course, everything on a battlefield does, as 

everything is broken and lying about so untidily. I picked up a German letter which I 

enclose for Phil to read. I don't know what it's about. There were lots of German 

things to pick up, men's packs, notice boards, one was 'nacht something', which I 

believe was 'do not spit'. 

 

page 3 

I didn't see many dead. I expect they had been mostly buried, three or four British, 

and two Boches, one of them with a big red X on his arm. There were lots of helmets 
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lying about, they paint them camouflage like guns are painted, green and brown etc. 

I have one all mispainted one colour, it isn't so good. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

6 October 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

The news is splendid isn't it? We may be doing great things before long. Now  

we've got the Boches on the run I don't suppose there will be any armistice about it. 

Meanwhile it's alright for us but hard on the French as the blighters simply burn and 

ruin every town and village they leave. The only hope is that we get to Germany and 

have the chance to do the same.  

 

The situation is so utterly different now to anything one has ever experienced before 

in this war one can hardly believe one's eyes. The blighter still has fight in him with 

his old machine guns, bombs and  

 

page 2 

aeroplanes. Last night they were dropping bombs all around and believe it's a nightly 

occurrence. 

 

We are living more or less in the open, with a certain number of bivouac sheets. I am 

in a German shelter on the top of a dug-out with 45 steps down where the others 

live. It was very fine this morning and the men were very cheerful making themselves 

places to live in. I said the Boche didn't seem to have put up much of a fight here and 

they said 'no'. I said he seems to have got 'the wind up'. They said 'he will when he 

sees us coming'! I hope it's going to be fine, as it makes such a lot of difference to 

everyone's spirits and makes the going so much better.  
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Well Helen exciting times may be coming. Goodbye, no letters today so far. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 October 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I have been in the battle for the last four days so have had no time to write. We 

relieved Canadians and started off the first morning with an attack. This got on very 

well but after going about two miles German tanks suddenly turned up and alarmed 

everyone so much and caused such havoc that back they all came to near where 

they started from. The tanks having followed them up to there then turned round and 

went back again. We advanced again a bit, but didn't go on very far. This turned 

what appeared a great success at first into nothing much. I rode up to see them in 

the afternoon.  

 

Next morning I rode up about 7am and in riding round I noticed there were men on 

the skyline on our right so I galloped forward and over to the people on our right who 

were another division and found the commanding officer and he said the Boches had 

gone back so they were advancing. I galloped across to our people in front of the 

front line and no shots 

 

page 2 

were fired so galloped back to the phone and told Cameron the situation and that we 

ought all to advance. So orders were issued that we should do so and we soon 

pushed off. None of our people had realised that situation or noticed what was going 

on so I felt quite pleased at having found out the Huns had gone first in our division.  

 

So on we went and by the afternoon had got in touch with the Boches about three 

and a half to four miles further on. Here he was holding the line of a river, a strong 

position and the river was supposed to be unfordable and he was expected to have 

destroyed the bridges. We were ordered to attack next morning which we did but met 
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with no success owing to machine gun fire from the other side of the river which we 

didn't reach. There were various scares of counter attacks by tanks during the day 

but none really were made. I had two German artillery tank rifles with my lot, which 

we had captured the previous day, splendid weapons 
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for dealing with them, they take two men to carry them. I promised them 14 days 

leave for every tank they bagged and they were full of keenness. I expect if you fire 

one it would knock you over and break your shoulder but they are reckoned the best 

thing against tanks. 

 

There was a village on my front, partly on this side and partly on the other side of the 

river. An officer's patrol went into it in the afternoon and found a Boche post which 

ran as soon as they saw him and found the bridges destroyed and the village full of 

civilians. They seemed fairly happy and had lots of cocoa coffee and cognac and 

gave them freely to the patrol. They seemed afraid they were going to be cleared out 

by us and seemed content to stay in their cellars as they were. I thought we would 

push into the village during the night, however the people nearest it reported they 

were shelled out and went back and said a lot of Boches had come into their 
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position. However next day at dawn, a servant of an officer wounded the day before 

went in by himself to cook for his master and said there were no Boches there, and 

he had coffee with the civilians who also said there weren't any. Another patrol also 

went in and said the same, so eventually I got the battalion commander to push 

forward, and by the evening we were well up to three of the demolished bridges.  

I didn't think this commanding officer was very pushing, the patrols who went in 

belonged to other regiments, and I kept telling him what other regiments reported, 

which annoyed him as he kept saying it was full of Boches. However by the night he 

had done what I wanted, and we were able to hand over the bridges to Rennie, and 

then withdrew for a rest (last night) and in reserve. I had a row with Rennie the first 

day of the battle. All my staff always say they can't get on with his brigade, they 

never know anything etc. and that they are apt to presume on you. 
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Anyhow the first day of the battle I had to move to a new HQ and I spotted a big farm 

which didn’t seem to be shelled and sent an officer onto secure it. Meanwhile Rennie 

had moved to a beastly place in the neighbouring village which was badly shelled 

and small generally. The divisional commander wanted us to be together so I 

suggested to him he had better move to my place which was a much better one and 

went to my place with my brigade major.  

 

After a bit Rennie turned up with all his people and whilst I was out and my brigade 

major was working he took over the only cellar and most of the rest of the place. 

When my staff captain and the others arrived and suggested the accommodation 

should be divided up, they talked as if the place was THEIR’S. When I heard this I 

was livid and dashed down to Rennie and he ventured to say or imply that the cellar 

was very limited as if there would be no room for me. So I simply let go all the 

language I could 
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said I had never hear such b—y nonsense. It was my HQ and they were there by 

invitation etc. etc. I really was angry and rude, as I felt they were presuming on my 

innocence and as they had a reputation for this sort of thing I thought I would let 

them see I wasn’t going to have any. We seem quite good friends now, I haven’t 

apologised.  

 

The morning I discovered the Huns had gone back I did not come back to Brigade 

HQ but looked around for a new more forward one. I found the most excellent cellars 

etc. and next door a house with much more cramped accommodation. I immediately 

froze onto the good place and on anyone coming I said these are 147 HQ and 146 is 

next door! So I had everything cut and dried before Rennie arrived.  

 

Well yesterday I was up in the line and I met Major General Lipsett commanding a 

division, he used 
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to command Canadians and is a very gallant man and I used to know him in Ireland. 

We had a cheery talk and then he said ‘is it alright to go up to the wood’ (which was 

were my front line was) I said ‘Oh yes’. So off he went with several others of his.  

 

Shortly afterwards I went up. As we were getting near the wood I heard some 

machine gun fire and a few shots, also a few shells were sent in the same place. I 

thought they must be some of our fellows sniping Boches and the Boches shelling 

them for it.  

 

After going through the wood a bit I looked out and saw two men crawling towards 

the wood about 150 yards off. I thought they were two Boches. So I dashed back at 

top speed to where I had passed some men about 200 yards back and told them to 

get ready and sent them off with my staff officer to round up these two Boches if 

possible before they got into the wood. When they got to the edge they found the two 

Boches were two of General Lipsett’s 

 

page 8 

party! The General had insisted on walking out in front of the wood where you could 

be seen for miles and which was really in front of the our front line and he had been 

hit in the face by machine gun fire and killed! They had dragged him in near to the 

wood and my intelligence officer helped to get him in and collected his effects etc. 

Wasn’t it rotten? He really had no idea where we were, or where the Boche were or 

very little idea, I didn’t know myself. His staff told him not to go outside, but he said it 

was alright. He was saying he had only come out again lately, and he was so glad he 

got out as the war looked like ending. 

 

I felt I ought to have led the platoon to round up the supposed Boches, but again I 

felt it wasn’t quite my job. Still lots of generals would have done it. Cameron turned 

up shortly and we went along to look at the other place and got shelled. I made no 

bones about kneeling 
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down when they come near, he didn’t as a rule! I wasn’t really frightened, not sort of 

trembling or uncomposed, but merely taking precautions! I watched some men 

coming forward at whom the shells were really directed and they just came stoically 

on taking no notice!  

 

About 50 civilians came down from the village last night and seemed very delighted 

to get away, all ages from 90 to three. Men and women with beards. We wanted 

information about the river, all they could think of was a skirt they had left hanging in 

such and such a place!  

 

We had a great hunt this morning after a hare which eventually succeeded in 

escaping.  

 

The day before yesterday I was standing outside my HQ watching a great big 

aeroplane nearly overhead and only about 200 feet or less up, when it suddenly 

started machine gunning the guns which were close by and killed a major 
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and wounded a few. It never occurred to me it was a Boche as it seemed to be 

carrying on like one of ours so casually and no one was taking any notice of it. Then 

when it fired I saw its black cross. Afterwards our machine guns opened but it didn’t 

seem to mind at all.  

 

Its horrid being caught riding about by these planes as they can’t help hitting you and 

you are absolutely at their mercy. Our planes seem to look the other way, or else 

they are not the right sort for fighting when these sort of brutes appear and are so 

cheeky. Of course according to the papers no Boch plane ever dares to cross our 

line! 

 

Funny Doreen thinks I am connected with the snow.  
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A brigadier who I discovered was called Green came to see me, and appeared to 

know me quite well, I couldn’t make out who he was. Green Wilkinson said he knew 

me in Northumberland. After some time I put him down as Miss Green’s brother! I 

think he looks like it now. Wasn’t he in the 
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Cavalry? Haven’t seen any casualty lists lately so didn’t see Dick’s name. I wonder if 

he is bad.  

 

The Boches in front of us are quite good, very few but lots of machine guns, artillery 

and tanks. They are quite stout and stay where they are told and cause us a lot of 

casualties. 

Yours Hubert 

 

We got the congratulations of the corps commander for what we did. I have received 

two parcels of clothes, many thanks one contained the thick gloves. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 October 1918 

page 1 

Please send enclosed letter to Sophy. 

 

Helen darling 

I have received the partridges today. My very best thanks. I am hoping they will be in 

good order. Please thank Mrs Straker very much indeed for them.  

 

Achilles is as happy as a lord looking around for souvenirs, he is mad about it.  

 

The Boches make everything out of paper. Their sandbags look awfully neat, made 

of brown paper. It looks like fibre, but you can unroll each string and find it opens out 

into paper. Their bandages are made of paper. Their bicycles are like this,  
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two rims, with springs in between the two rims. Aren't they ingenious beggars. I saw 

lots of those brass shell bases today, old Boche hairy packs. 

 

page 2 

There are two horribly mutilated Boches lying in the street of the village I go through, 

no one seems to bother to bury them. They have been covered over at last, I am 

glad to say. They have been burying all our men also Boches lying on the battlefield 

close here. They take everyone's boots off. I suppose they are scarce nowadays.  

 

It's interesting seeing the little places made by the Boches just like ours, dug with 

those little spades just two or three feet deep, and big enough for one man. No 

regular trench. There you see all his things littered about, cooking pots, helmets 

galore, and every sort of thing. He is fighting jolly well here, and seems as good as 

ever really, as his machine gunners stick to their posts very grimly and do what they 

are told.  

 

There was a Cavalry charge by the Canadians the day we came up, it was a failure 

and a lot of dead horses are lying about. They had to gallop over a heavy plough 

uphill with machine guns on top. That German communiqué was an accurate 

account of what happened. 

Yours ever Hubert 
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PS 

I am still in the same HQ that I chose originally, a good roomy cellar and rooms 

upstairs. It was Brigade HQ of Von Lattorf, so it was marked on the door with chalk.  
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It is awfully good of Phil to help wash my dressing gown as I can quite understand it 

wasn't a very savoury job.  

 

Green is going to take my place here. I met him wandering round this morning. He 

has been out since Mons, anyhow more or less. He was in 7th Dragoon Guards, and 

went to the Infantry  
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in 1915, so he has done his share. He seemed a stout fellow and to know his job and 

was made brigadier about same time as I.  

 

I am recommending my staff officer who went out to help General Lipsett for a 

Military Cross. Supposing I had taken forward the platoon myself I should have had 

to have gone out to him, probably would not have got anything! 

 

top of page 1 

I must have some more money to invest. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

21 October 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Today has been rather depressing! We moved this morning to another village and we 

made an HQ in the 'chateau', a very derelict place. No furniture or windows and 

everything in a beastly mess. Simply thousands of flies, the walls are black with 

them, everything broken and filthy and to add to it there's a mysterious box supposed 

to contain explosives in a cellar under my room.  

The Royal Engineers who go round to look for mines and booby traps, refused to 

pass it alright and there it is. Some of these Boche traps go off at any time as the 

fuse is started by the safety pin corroding, and it just depends how long this takes 

when the mine will go off. Unfortunate Achilles has to sleep in the cellar  
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with this box, he says it's covered over with brushwood to prevent people interfering 

with it.  

 

The Boches having gone back again I rode over our second battlefield, it was a 

depressing sight, I saw only one dead Boches and I should say at least 100 English, 

some of Unthank’s Highlanders, and a young Highland officer terribly wounded by a 

shell, one hand terribly hit and the other lying nearby, besides these he had other 

ghastly wounds but he was in front of his men, several of whom lay close around and 

only about 30 yards from the Boche rifle pits. Then there were a lot of our men.  

 

It's wonderful how well the Boche conceals himself. No one could possibly tell where 

he is. He digs little pits and covers them over with wood from the village and puts 

earth on top or sods according to the field and just leaves a little hole to pop up 

through 
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everything practically flush with the ground. The ground is absolutely bare and 

smooth so when he pops up his machine gun we are a splendid target.  

 

We went to where General Lipsett was killed and my intelligence officer was 

delighted as he found his gold ring which he took off and forgot to bring away. I am 

inclined to think that he was shot by my men after all, seeing someone crawling 

about in front they were quite right to fire, I am not certain but think they may have. 

Anyhow the Boches saw him as they sent several shells at him. 

 

The Boches only left this neighbourhood yesterday, he leaves very little behind, but I 

saw a lot of light railway material and trucks of ours which he must have captured in 

March 
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or April, which had been used as a light ambulance train. This was all practically 

destroyed either by him or by shell fire. He blows up every bridge and culvert in the 
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country so that railways, rivers, canals, and roads all have to be re-bridged and lines 

re-laid. He is good at the game.  

 

Achilles says he saw a man who was with others waiting for burial with his finger cut 

off by some man in order to get the ring, aren't they brutes? One of our men must 

have done it, as the finger was lying by his side! The Germans have been billeting in 

the churches, which are all full of straw and all metal fittings, silver Christ's hosts etc. 

removed. Of course the churches are all bashed about by shell fire. 

 

22nd 

Had quite a good night in spite of flies and no windows. 

Goodbye 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

23 October 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Our Brigade Concert Party gave a show last night in the Boche cinema hall, which is 

fairly intact. They had no costumes but were quite good just in khaki.  

 

Today has been a beautiful day and heavy attacking seems to have been going on 

up in front by the noise but no news yet. The Boches will be fighting here I expect.  

 

I am dining at the division tonight. The say the divisional commander will talk shop all 

the time so I shall be quite happy.  

 

We had a terrible swarm of flies at lunch. We smoked the room with cayenne pepper 

and chloride of lime this afternoon, and it's almost clear of flies now. My bath is 

always black with them. I am so frightened of swallowing one or two. We really seem 

quite comfortable now, it's wonderful how soon you get acclimatised to dilapidated 

surroundings. 
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This morning I went for a ride to inspect 
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the enemy's positions which held us up at the river. When we attacked we didn't 

know enough about where he was. In certain places there were piles of empty 

machine gun cartridges, his machine gunners must have had a glorious time. The 

river was a good 30 feet across and you could not see the bottom, looked as if it 

might have been six to eight feet deep. Pretty awkward to cross with all bridges 

blown and enemy posts along the far bank and others looking down upon it from 

further back.  

 

There is a double railway line here, they have blown gun cotton at intervals all along 

one line and so spoilt the rails, the other line seems to have dragged as all the 

sleepers are loose and askew. A Canadian railroad former thinks they put a cable 

onto one side of the line and hauled it with an engine and so pulled one side along 

whilst the other remained. 
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One civilian has come back here, he is very sad and his small boy very frightened, 

we have him here to feed him occasionally. He said when the German offensive was 

on they had to read the papers but were never allowed to know anything about the 

retreat, one of our shells was the first announcement and also the hospital which is 

my present HQ being so busy. Finally they were suddenly all cleared away.  

 

There are lots of brass shell cases about here, they are pretty heavy, I brought one 

back today. There are Boches axes lying about, I have several times thought of 

picking up one for Daph or Phil, but they have probably got better ones. There was 

one, quite a new one, but just as I was thinking of it the brigade major got off and 

said he would take it! 

 

24 October 1918 

It seemed quite sharp. I had my dinner last night, there were great discussions about 

League of Nations etc. of course I 
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disagreed about everything!  

 

I wonder how the hunt, Doreen's went off? I am sure CH-S deserved a DSO. 

The Canadians insisted on burying that General [Lipsett], who was divisional general 

not a brigadier, he used to command one of their divisions but at the time he was 

killed, he commanded a British division. 

Yours ever  

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

A very successful two days’ battle so far, got about 700 prisoners. Lots of good 

souvenirs obtained like Zeiss glasses and gold 20 mark pieces, watches etc. etc. But 

I haven't got anything! No time for more now, expect relief tonight. 

Yours ever 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

2 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I am waiting for our relief to be completed 11pm and then go back for a rest. Our 

remaining men are very tired, about 660 out of the over 2000 we started with on the 

11th!  

 

I feel I don't have my share of the hardships now. Brigadier seems a terrific rest 

compared to commanding officer. I can really hardly understand getting 'tired' as 

brigadier, one does a battle so comparatively comfortably.  
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I went up to the front line yesterday afternoon. We had attacked in the morning with 

a terrific barrage, and all went well to nearly our final objective, quite a long way, then 

we didn't quite get to it and eventually came back a bit. One had to walk the last part, 

(I rode up a good way), when walking they sniped at one and there were a fair 

number of machine gun bullets flying also some shells. But nobody seemed to mind 

they were all so pleased with  
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themselves.  

 

When I was standing in the sunken road where the men were, a shell landed in it 

about 60 yards away where three artillery horses were standing, it pitched close 

beside them. One staggered a bit and then subsided, the others were hit about the 

legs.  

 

There were quite a good amount of dead Huns about, several officers. I got a large 

haversack of the Battalion HQ papers, I forwarded these on to the intelligence. 

People got lots of 'souvenirs', like Iron Crosses, field glasses, watches and revolvers. 

We got quite a lot of prisoners, some 600 or so. I had two officers who spoke English 

in to question. Asked them if they knew about Turkey and Austria, said they had 

been told (by our men). Asked what Germany would do, he said 'we shall go on 

defending, it is a national affair now, as you are going to take everything we have 

away'. The men as a rule looked a pretty poor lot. I saw one of them this morning, 
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when I came down to inspect a batch, holding his arm which was in a sling, so I sent 

him off to hospital, he had been wounded in several places. Achilles gave an officer a 

cigarette he gave him his watch in exchange. I have a lot of shoulder straps, we 

captured men of about 12 different brigades. We nearly captured some guns. We 

shot some of the horses as they were just going off but the gunners were very brave 

and turned the gun so that they could get behind the shield and sat by it, eventually 

we retired a bit and they got it away.  
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We had some guns very forward. 

 

page 4 

They had to gallop up to a river, throw in the lumber part and then make a bridge and 

get the guns and horses over, under shell fire. These forward guns were to shoot at 

tanks if they came along. Fortunately none did.  

 

Today the divisional commander shook hands and said 'your fellows had done 

splendidly etc.' I said well it's nothing to do with me if they did! I feel always such a 

fraud, it's nothing to do with the brigadier, chiefly due to the artillery.  

 

We had to force a crossing over 'the little Rhona' or Rhonelle River near 

Valenciennes. The Canadians simply take everything from the prisoners. I believe 

even the Generals search them. I have seen no axes lately, no night shirts! We are 

really nearing Mons again aren't we? 

Best love 

Yours Hubert 

 

page 5 

PS 

It has been very good weather lately, not cold, a bit wet just lately. I was relieved by a 

Canadian brigadier the other day. He was very smart and CB, CMG, DSO and bar, 

seemed quite a good soldier.  

 

Feeling very fit, living in cellars chiefly, and not been shelled much. We were riding 

back and came to a footbridge, the brigade major started to ride across, as he got 

near the other bank it put a hind leg through and gradually subsided into the river, he 

performed all sorts of feats on its head and eventually landed on the bank. The horse 

stood with its forepaws on the bank and hind legs bogged in the muddy bottom for 

about a quarter of an hour, tangled in pumps, telephone wire, barbed wire etc. but 

eventually got out by breaking loose and going down stream to a better place. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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3 November 1918 

page 1 

Brigade Major has gone on leave so I am left with an inexperienced man. 

 

Helen darling 

I enclose stock receipts for £400 National War Bonds. Holt is also buying me £600 

more. I don't remember ordering the £400, but I suppose I did.  

 

Well our show was a great success which is a good thing and really no trouble to me, 

nor requiring any great generalship. The last day, the corps commander said there 

were indications that the enemy was about to make a strong counter attack, so that 

we had the wind up, a bit. However he didn't do so. The relief wasn't over till 4am 

and the battalion didn't get back to billets till 7am. The going is very heavy and 

slippery and muddy after the rain and the blocks of 
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transport and motor lorries on the roads in the dark terrific. I am in a chateau in a 

village which has been very little damaged. 

 

There are some quite decent looking French girls and people living here, believe 

they were well treated by the Boches. General Von Bassewitz left behind a few 

labels here which Achilles has pinched of course. They say one tiny little girl got 14 

days imprisonment for giving a British prisoner some bread. Before leaving, the 

Boches just blew up the church tower which of course has wrecked the remainder of 

the church, in case it might be used by us as an observation post. Otherwise little 

damage in the village, and glass 
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in windows and furniture in my room, quite comfortable. 

 

I have an awfully good aeroplane photo, showing exactly our battlefield, the river etc. 

etc. Shall I send it or keep it to explain it later.  
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Mrs Jerwood sent me some christening cake, that's all!! I hope Daph will take pity on 

Major Wood and marry him! Do you think she might really? He is a good little man 

really I think, and a thorough gentleman. You have sent me too much clothes really! I 

never have my yellow woolly out here for fear of spoiling it! Of course it has been so 

mild I haven't so far taken anything in to wear yet.  

 

Last battle 

 

page 4 

we were attacked by a German plane at Brigade HQ, and in this battle we were 

attacked by a British plane which fired down the streets at us. We thought it was a 

Boche under British colours but we picked up British made cartridge cases, what he 

imagined he was doing I can't think, but there were a lot of Boche prisoners about. 

He didn't even hit them!  

 

We are going into Hunter-Weston's corps, who I know, it was his Christmas card of 

Ypres. He is the rather lunatic general, who saluted the drunken man being carried 

away on a stretcher, remarking 'always salute the gallant dead'!  

 

There was a mill on the river we had to cross and this was behind the enemy's line, 

so I particularly asked for the artillery to strafe it well. We found when we got there it 

was the Boche dressing station and that there were four civilians mostly women and 

two babies in it! Isn't it horrible sort of warfare. 

 

The Boche went back the same night we were relieved, which was disappointing as 

its rather fun following them up. I think he had had a bad knock. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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4 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

We moved to a rest area today near a biggish town about 15 miles north east from 

Uncle Harry (if he is still going, but I have not seen him for a long time). I had a nice 

motor drive there this morning, beautiful weather. The country was dead flat and 

uninteresting but the Germans had merely retired over it and it didn't look as if there 

had ever been a war there, the villages were intact and glass in all the windows. 

 

One biggish place was nearly all burnt out and an old woman told me the Germans 

did it in September 1914, as they found some of their dead mutilated, or said so. 

They 
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had anyhow done it very deliberately.  

 

In the last billet, someone had written up a notice (English) to say 'Please feed the 

canary and the rabbits in the garden'! So I went round looking for groundsel and 

gave it the canary who was much obliged, but I didn't find the rabbits. I expect 

someone had eaten them.  

 

Here we have found most comfortable quarters. There is a very large chemical works 

and this is the manager's house, it has been used by the Germans as an important 

HQ, and has various concrete structures made and in the making in it and round it. I 

think it has also been used as an officer's club as there are a lot of 'chits' of which I 

enclose a sample. There is quite comfortable furniture in the 'parlour' and a good fire, 

any amount 
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of wood to burn.  

 

I was terribly frightened about sitting down on the sofa, as this place is, or has been, 

full of booby traps. The people who we relieved here had six men blown up, mostly 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

by pianos. The blighters tie bombs onto the notes and I saw two pianos blown to 

pieces by the first man who played them. There is one in this room, not being 

devoted to pianos you can bet I was not the first to try it! We also found a spring 

which had evidently been in the sofa or chairs.  

 

C is an ordinary coil spring, like the spring of a sofa, when you sit down A comes 

down onto B and causes a 'contact' or whatever it's called, and there are wires to A 

and B and the current 
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sets off a box of explosive somewhere close by, rather mean aren't they? They go in 

for all these mean things. Flower vases or bottles of drink nicely laid out, directly you 

touch one up you go!  

 

Anyhow there were a lot [of Germans] killed in our attack as well as badly wounded. 

Some of them cried like children and very few would fight, just waited in their holes to 

be dug out. If we can only raise more men, who seem very short at present, we must 

eventually wipe the floor with them, however long they go on though, they will kill a 

lot of us yet.  

 

Achilles of course hadn't been here more than a few minutes before he found a 

battered old fashioned Boche helmet. I think I will keep it as one doesn't often see 

them now.  

 

I wonder if the war will last through the winter. I hardly think so now Austria and 

Turkey are apparently chucking.  

 

Billy Burdon is 
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certainly lucky in the way of leave-but I suppose it doesn't really matter if he is there 

or not! I see Marshall, who was a fellow brigadier to Uncle B, in 15th Division has 

been made temporary major general. I believe Uncle B rather fought with his 

superiors really! I don't think Cameron is a very brilliant man really, (this doesn't 

mean I have fought!). He is very brave and very hardworking and energetic, but I 

don't think he has a wonderful brain. But he is very kind and different to Strickland 

who I thought I passed today in a motor.  

 

Lily says she had 'an excellent letter' from you so she must be still more impressed 

with your improvement under my management. 

 

page 6 

I had some Australian Light Horse attached to me, also some New Zealand Cyclists, 

the latter did very well but the former did nothing! I told the squadron commander I 

thought the Cavalry were lacking in dash! I made him dash a bit as I galloped him up 

to Battalion HQ and back at a good pace. When I got there I told my intelligence 

officer to come on up to the front with me and to borrow the Australian's horse. They 

frightened him by saying it would not like shells so as he thought it might run away 

into the Germans he said he would not ride it! 'Give it to me' said I, 'and take mine, I'll 

ride the brute'!! Wasn't I brave?!! I was far less frightened of the horse than the 

shells. The intelligence officer the reverse. The horse was perfectly alright of course.  

 

There is quite a big Boches cemetery here, at least 200 graves I should say. They 

are awfully well 
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done. Each one has a stone of the same pattern with name etc. properly cut, some 

with flowers planted, others with ivy planted. I think it's awful cheek of them, they 

bury them in or as much in as possible, French cemeteries, I should think after the 

war they would dig them up and remove them to a dust heap.  
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Billy Bigge and Matthews seem to have finished their war, if it goes on much longer 

they will have to come here. I have got a good many shoulder straps, who likes 

them? ‘64’ was the regiment that 'raped' the women of Lille, I have one of them!  

 

My staff captain was seeing about billets the other day, and a Frenchman whose 

house it was 
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said he had lived for four years with the Germans and they had never bothered him, 

but now the British had come his house was turned upside down and he was fair fed 

up with us! 

 

Well goodbye Helen. You must try your habit on soon, then we shall see if you are 

fatter or not! 

Yours Hubert 

 

I think you might type my letters and distribute to D, L, and W. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

6 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

It has been such a poisonous continuously wet day that I haven't been out even! I 

felt, if at the Leazes, you would have said we must go out anyhow for a bit, but it’s a 

very uninviting place this and I thought of giving a lecture tomorrow and so was 

preparing maps and plans for it.  

 

I am feeling rather stuffy and stodged now. Tomorrow I believe there is a triumphal 

entry into Valenciennes. I don't know if Haig or Horne is going to be the 
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chief person, but Cameron has offered to take me in his car so I am going to attend. 

The Canadians took it as they did Cambrai, we were on their right and so assisted. 

The Canadians are very keen on taking notable places. They were furious when they 

thought they were not going to be allowed to take Cambrai, and they were not 

actually but they did practically take it. They seem to me very efficient and keen and 

my word they do go through the prisoners pockets.  

 

I wonder what the Germans will do. I don't think they can surrender in the same way 

as Austria. 

 

page 3 

They are good soldiers, and even now they put up an extraordinary good fight 

considering. They make use of every river and canal. Make you make a great attack 

to get across and then owing to all bridges being blown you can't go pushing on 

straight away. Then during the night they just go back to the next river and you have 

to begin again. We are coming to the Mons canal which didn't stop them long in 

1914, I fancy it may stop us a bit though now. 

 

page 4 

I see 1st Division and Strickland mentioned today. They only call us 'English troops', I 

don't know why. I am going to inspect the battalions very shortly and make them a bit 

of a speech.  

 

Grant sent me the second pencil holder. It is a better shape being narrower, but of 

course that awful man of Mawson and Swan's (Mrs. Straker's darling!) hadn't fitted it 

up with any of the things he was supposed to. The 'coloured' chalks had mostly black 

leads, no dividers etc. I am using it now instead of the old one.  

 

I think Cameron likes me, but of course I am always raising 

 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

page 5 

discussions, which is not much use in a way, except to find out what his opinion is. 

To do that one has to raise arguments against what the other says and that is 

probably annoying!  

 

Why you should think I was in Fourth Army I don't know, as Uncle Harry is in the 

First. I am very sorry John Middleton is so ill. I suppose you go about in cars without 

a wounded officer, just the same as ever.  

 

I am so sorry for those fighting, it has rained continuously for 48 hours. I am really 

comfortable here. Windows and carpets, and lots of wood and coal. Of course the 

servants bring in logs fully one yard long and you can't get them 
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on the fire. I wish Daph and Phil would come, I saw two of my officers did yesterday. 

Of course The Brigadier could hardly descend to that! I may be sending home some 

clothes in one of those German boxes. They would be awfully good for sending 

RABBITS about.  

 

I don't think this country would be any good for riding partridges, too heavy and too 

many ditches. Another brigadier volunteered, he used to ride them on the Somme, 

'really, did you get any?' I said, 'oh no!' he said 'they are quite hard to get', I said 

'really, but we got three the other day!'  

 

I heard they were German horses that were 
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wounded the other day, we had captured them and found them in the sunken road.  

 

It was rather funny the other day in the battle when I went up to the front line, it was 

in a sunken road quite 30 feet deep and fearfully steep sides. I started to climb down 

and slipped and slid nearly the whole way down on my behind! Rather an undignified 
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arrival. I believe the men did the same when they attacked it and slid on to the top of 

the Boches at the bottom!  

 

I am trying to get some champagne and fish to give the divisional commander and 

commanding officers a blow-out. 

Goodbye Helen 

Yours, Hubert 

 

page 6 

I have been using Daph's chalks for my lecture maps today, they were most useful.  

 

I shall wear the best boots tomorrow at the triumphal entry! Pity I shan't be mounted. 

Really in this recent warfare it's a great thing being able to ride.  

 

I don't believe Cameron is too bad, not a bad seat, rather long, believe he used to be 

whip or secretary to Staff College, Draghunt. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I went into the triumphal show today. General Horne was the big man. Sir A Godley 

our Corps Commander, Prince of Wales, and the Canadian Corps Commander 

Currie were there. The prince looked quite smart etc. Two good rows of ribbons 

already. He came to Rennie's HQ the other day and asked where he could see the 

battle from. He told him but said he had better not go there so he didn't.  

 

The 49th Division, including my men, were late after a long lorry journey and starting 

at 5am, and saw nothing and were unable to take part. Rennie and 
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and Green Wilkinson came too with Cameron. The latter is going on leave and GW 

acts for him.  

 

The centre of the town is not at all damaged and the town hall and square are intact. 

The outskirts of the town are knocked about and burnt etc.  

 

Cameron was astounded to hear I joined in 1889 I suppose because I look so young 

or perhaps because I have been so slow getting on (in spite of being so capable). 

 

The Prince had on only GAITERS! I had THE BOOTS!  

 

One can hardly believe the Boches will accept our terms but on the other hand they 

seem to think so, some of them! 

 

page 3 

Anyhow we are pounding away and suppose we shan't be out long.  

 

Looked round a point to point course this afternoon, mostly open ditches, one rather 

big, the others you wouldn't mind! Ditches always look big in cold blood.  

 

Well we are having a nice rest. My acting brigade major is the Bradford man, he is 

very amusing and very good tempered and a very good hearted fellow. He is quite 

getting on with his riding as I nearly always take him out with me. He brought an 

extraordinary looking snaffle bridle when on leave, sort of embroidered one, the 

Australians I had in the battle of course 

 

page 4 

pinched it, rather bad luck on him. He is quite brave up the line. I like to go about 

with someone like that as one feels confidence, though if you see the other man is 

frightened I think it almost makes you braver!  

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

There were a good many civilians today and about 10 little girls on the platform who 

presented bouquets to the generals. Lord Cranbourne, Godley's aide de camp was 

walking about with two! Green Wilkinson is apparently a cousin of Cookson-Peter. I 

was telling stories about him and how his wife made him do this and that, when he 

announced the fact. Cameron remarked I was always talking about her hen pecked 

top of page 1 

husbands, evidently thinking I suffered from it. You must not be so fierce! 

Yours 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

10 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Sunday today, church in a derelict factory shed, then lecture to all the officers, then 

after lunch ride round the point to point course! Just to finally chase it with one of the 

COs who is very keen, also with my intelligence officer, who has a rotten old horse 

and knows nothing about riding but is quite brave.  

 

We have got 12 'fences' in about two miles, all natural ditches or trenches (most of 

them jumped twice) and one hurdle to be jumped twice. We were looking at the big 

drain and thinking whether 

 

page 2 

we would have it in the field officers race and I thought there was quite a reasonable 

place so I thought I would try it on 'Joey', disaster resulted, he didn't get his hind legs 

anything like on the other bank, and eventually fell back into it and I clambered over 

his head! After that we thought it might be too big for the other horses so decided to 

leave it out. The same thing had previously happened to the intelligence officer at 

one of the trenches! The trenches are a bit 'trappy' as the edges give way and of 

course you don't see them till the last minute and so I don't like the idea of 'racing' 

over them. 
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I have said in the notice about it, 'All mounted officers will attend', rather hard luck 

being ordered to ride in a point to point on an awful brute of a horse don't you think? 

There are two classes one for company commanders, and the other for field officers. 

I have said I will give a small prize as a souvenir to the first in each race, so I think 

you must choose. Either a small silver cigarette case or a silver matchbox, with 

inscription. I wonder if cigarette cases have gone up in price much. Also I want 

another for first prize in 
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a cross country run. Will you see what you can find. The inscription will be: 

 

147 Infantry Brigade 

Field Officers or Company Commanders 

Point to Point Race 

Won By 

_________ 

Douai 

November 11th 1918 

147 Infantry Brigade 

Cross Country Run 

Won By 

_________ 

Douai _ November 1918 

 

page 5 

They will be terribly expensive won't they? There is terrible excitement and all kinds 

of excuses rampant such as horse lame, man lame etc. etc. Football tournament ties 

etc. but I have put back these, as tomorrow 'peace' may be declared, but personally I 

don't think it will though most others do. It seems extraordinary doesn't it?  
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We've had a great talk and chaff about the point to point tonight. I have asked the 

three COs to dinner tomorrow night and have got a dozen champagne for them. I 

think we will have a great day, it would be 

 

page 6 

top hole if peace was to come then the champagne would just come in right. You 

might look for those prizes, small cups would do but cigarette cases probably better. 

By jove what a time we are having, talking of point to points when the Germans are 

deciding the fate of their nation!  

 

Simply a perfect day today, football everywhere. The Mess waiter told me Achilles is 

captain of the Brigade HQ side, I asked him if he was any good, he said 'Oh! Yes 

he's reckoned the best player on Brigade HQ'. 

Yours ever Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

11 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Peace! It sounds incredible and one can't now even believe it. I wonder what it will 

mean that we'll have to do, we know nothing so far. It really is marvellous how we've 

done it. I attribute it to the increase of men due to America, otherwise the Boche 

seems very much as before but with very reduced numbers. Anyhow we've won the 

war after all.  

 

Since I have been a brigadier I really have 'enjoyed' the war, if it wasn't that so many 

got killed and badly wounded. 

 

page 2 

Now things will seems so flat. I wonder if I shall get any more 'reward' if so I hope it 

isn't another 'bar'.  
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Well we had the point to point today and I won! Funny wasn't it? It really was quite 

realistic, two miles, about 12 or 16 starters in my race, and about the same in the 

second race. After the second fence, 'Joey' came on his head through stumbling and 

slipping in some German bomb craters, a bit of ground they had used for practicing 

bombing. However he picked himself up and made all the running up to the last 

fence, where the man in front went the wrong side of the flag and missed the jump, 

however 
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I beat him in the run in, so won on my merits. It really was rather fun. Quite a lot of 

men were looking on and gave a bit of a cheer as I past the post. There were two or 

three falls. The next race they (about four) who were finishing first went the wrong 

side of the last flag and had to turn back, my intelligence officer who is an awful rider 

managed to get back around quickest and won, so the brigade won both races! They 

were greatly enjoyed and though they were all paralysed with funk, at least most of 

them beforehand, they were awfully pleased with themselves when it was over. 

 

page 4 

In the evening I went to a battalion concert for a bit, and before I left the CO asked 

me to say a few words, so I had to. I talked of 'the b----y old war having come to an 

end', and that I was really rather sorry it hadn't lasted a bit longer in order to see 

them do another attack as they were so good, sorry there was no beer etc. They 

seemed quite pleased and cheered vociferously and sang 'He's a jolly good fellow' 

etc.  

 

Well I have no time for more now. Another lot of hair wash would be good, the medal 

ribbons arrived alright. The son of the owner of this house turned up during the night 

and was surprised to find it in 

 

top of page 1 

such good order. His father is still at Brussels. 

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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12 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

In your letter of the 7th you say you are 'thrilled at the signing of the Armistice', a bit 

previous wasn't it? Mrs. Llewellyn evidently fancying herself 'in the know' I suppose.  

 

The corps commander has a sort of old time acquaintance with me, that's the only 

reason for shaking hands. Wood doesn't seem very good at country, I believe he is 

rather convivial at times. The corps commander has only sent round congratulatory 

messages to Cameron, one was something like this 'Heartiest congratulations on 

your great success and to Generals 
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Rennie and Morant and to the gallant troops under their command for doing so and 

so'. The other didn't mention any names but was of much the same character. Then 

Cameron passes it on with more congratulations and nice sayings and I pass his on 

again to the battalions with more effusions. But Cameron of course congratulated me 

personally and insisted on shaking hands etc.  

 

I wasn't sure if that was our Kennard who died but thought it probably was, he looked 

quite delicate.  

 

The excitement of the point to point is dying down. They have all heard about it. 

Rennie came over today to school 
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a horse on the course, which he thought was a very good one.  

 

Now you must get the souvenirs, cigarette cases. Rather nice ones please. Then the 

cross country run a similar one but I don't know the name yet. I enclose inscriptions 

for the other two. This is the third time I have won a prize I have presented and had 

to give it to the second. I think in this case I must do that, though if you don't win it, it 
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seems rather a farce to have the prize saying you did. I should rather like a souvenir 

of the race myself really. 

 

This morning a young French officer 

 

page 4 

arrived here who is the son of the owner of this house. The father is evacuated to 

Brussels and the son has been fighting down at Verdun. He left his home for Arras 

as the Boches were arriving in 1914, and walked past some of them. He was only 17 

then, still at school. He was surprised to find the house in such comparatively good 

order but of course finds all the pictures and much of the furniture gone. He says 

condition of things here quite good compared to down south where he has been.  

 

Well it's rather satisfactory to be still going and in command of a brigade actually up 

to the end. 
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Young Congreve is at home teaching at Cambridge, Uncle B at Ripon, P Wood 

kicked out etc. etc. and I have stuck it out to the end without getting sent home or 

cracking up! I should like to think I was going to get a CMG as I think I deserve it!  

 

The terms of the Armistice as far as one gathers seem very good for us. They might 

reduce leave to every three months now, quite likely, it is five at present. I am glad to 

hear you have started hunting, but you don't say what difficulties you had to contend 

with regarding your habit! 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

15 November 1918 

page 1 

Auby 

Helen darling 

I had a very interesting trip to Mons today through Valenciennes. The road from the 

latter onwards was blocked with Canadians marching east, and lorries full of 

refugees coming west. Lots of others too pulling hand carts etc. full of their kit 

returning westwards. I felt very sorry for them as they were mostly women hauling 

the carts with their families, the road was very crowded and the day cold or the night 

would be and they seemed to have nothing warm with them and no prospect of 

reaching 'home', a battered house probably tonight.  

 

However everywhere across the frontier were Belgian flags flying, 
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and one felt as if going to 'the races', big guns parked here and there in village 

squares and only here and there battered houses. Nearing Mons the mines were 

actually working and there were crowds of pitmen and civilians standing about and 

everything but for the refugees and troops looked fairly normal. The road had been 

blown up here and there and partially repaired, all railways ditto, but Mons itself was 

in perfect order, no signs of fighting in 1914. The old contemptibles had yet to learn 

what shell fire was really like.  

 

Shops in Mons looked the same as in pre-war days, ladies hats, clothing, cutlery, 

walking sticks, stationers etc. looked 
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much as usual. If I could have waited (I was with Green Wilkinson and the GSO1 

[General Staff Officer 1st Class) I would have bought something for you or 'the 

children', but we were in a hurry!  

 

General Horne, commanding First Army was the principal soldier, but the Prince of 

Wales was to have been present but heard he has been recalled to England. There 
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was a big crowd of civilians, soldiers etc. nurses, some WAACS [Women's Army 

Auxiliary Corps] at the show, and a lot of troops filed past, Cavalry Artillery, and 

Infantry. I had a party of 40 there, but never saw them go by which was most 

disappointing! It took fully two hours for them to pass and they were such a small lot I 

missed them. Canadians were there in force. 

 

page 4 

The Cavalry were not as good as I expected. They didn't look to their right (i.e. at 

General Horne) as they passed, and some of the officers saluted very badly. I 

thought they would be as smart as ever. They ought to bring their swords down and 

carry them as A-B, instead of which, some officers had them dangling down to A-C. 

 

I should have been very angry if I was their general. The Infantry, some of them, 

forgot to salute at all. I just walked past as if no one had been there. The Cavalry 

were 3rd Cavalry Brigade. 
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We are all very indignant at being left behind and very jealous of those going 'to 

Berlin'. I saw Malise Ruthven, Sandy's younger brother, he is GSO1 of a Canadian 

Division. He was saying what a fine fellow and good man Lipsett was, the general 

who was sniped. Some of the women of Mons killed odd German prisoners by 

clouting them over the head with clogs. They would have killed more if they hadn't 

been prevented.  
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The people of Mons seem to have admired our men in 1914 and said they killed a lot 

of Huns. They buried all our dead they could find, and our graves are in good order, 

but the Huns would not let them put any flowers on them. We had about 60 

casualties taking 
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Mons the day of the Armistice. One really can't believe it’s peace can one, it seems 

to have come so suddenly and unaccountably, as the Germans seemed quite 

capable of going back more or less in their own time. We only commemorated the 

Armistice by the point to point and sending up rockets and lights. Achilles sent up 

hundreds for several nights. I did nothing. One did not seem to realise it when it 

came and I was rather doubtful if I was really pleased!  

 

That must have been a good hunt from Shildon. Tell Vida I am sorry to hear she 

threw Billy down, bad hands, I suppose!  

 

I enclose some of our propaganda picked up partridge hunting for my 'souvenirs'. I 

am going to try and see and sketch the place Harold was killed for Ailsie. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

No letter today and I don't believe I wrote yesterday as I dined out. Everyone at 

home has gone mad apparently. Lily writes about what they did in London and 

wonders what we did! As I said we did practically nothing. Now I feel certain I shall 

be sent to India! Sophy must be very disappointed as all chance of a peerage and 

even a knighthood has vanished! I never read the King's address. I felt I knew the 

type of thing so well!  

I should not think they would chuck away the fruits of victory by placing the occupied 

territory in charge of a lot of ‘Hugh 
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Blacketts', I don't think he need worry. Too many people want the job. 

 

Do you see that all who went out to fight before the 31st December 1915 get the 

Mons ribbon, so that I shall get it! So far we have concentrated on cleaning up our 

billets, removing manure heaps round the houses, and cleaning away rubbish. I have 

now inspected the whole lot, been into every room, a lot of them are in pitmen's 

houses and have very small rooms. But the men are very comfortable comparatively, 

and have separate rooms for dining.  

 

We were warned that there might be boxes of tubes containing disease germs 
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labelled 'infectious material' which were said to be very dangerous. One battalion say 

they have found a box of it and have wired it up. We have reported it to the army, I 

don't know what they have done. If it is true it seems pretty good proof that the 

statement that the Boche disseminates disease germs is true, a horribly low down 

game.  

 

I believe they have called for names for a supplementary new year honour's list. 

Perhaps I might get into it, but then I feel Cameron won't give me credit for anything 

before I came under him, anyhow it would be 
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certain to be a 'bar', they are so economical nowadays.  

 

I can't help nagging the signal officer about his revue and his musical composition. I 

think he must hate me as I am sure he is always dying to strum and daren't.  

 

Green Wilkinson’s brigade have a gymkhana on, with small steeplechases only 

about 800 yards. There is an open race which I shall probably start in but it's much 

too short. It was to have been today but we have been having hard frost for several 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/97-184. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

days. Very cold. The men get coal from the slag heaps round about, they are not 

supposed to. They are also not to take vegetables but 
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they do and I only wink at it, as its no use leaving them to rot on the off chance of the 

civilians coming back, which they are doing rapidly, which is a nuisance as the men 

have to turn out. 

 

We may move somewhere else anytime soon. I rather hope we stay here though, I 

don't like the country, we are quite comfortable.  

 

You never sent my Jaeger pyjamas! I rather think I should like my gold cap to wear 

on best occasions. It's no good keeping it. My khaki cap is none too good.  

 

I enclose a letter from Lily. I don't know what Lady Robb means. He was adjutant 

about the time 
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I joined, and was a very distinguished soldier up to about the time Kitchener was 

drowned when he rather fell, and has not had very important jobs latterly. She is a 

nice woman, very sporting I think, great 'whip', and very 'capable' and commanding I 

should say.  

 

Cameron is still on leave. I wonder how Elizabeth's Cameron is? I suppose he is 

alright. I wonder what all these soldiers are going to do, Cameron, Achilles, my 

present groom Morrissey? I suppose I ought to take on the latter again, he is a good 

man and reasonable about wages.  

 

I get rather cold in bed as my valise is just laid on a 
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spring bedstead with no mattress. During the night everything slips off except the 

fleabag as there is nothing to tuck any blanket into.  
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I suppose the march into Germany has begun. I wonder if Billy is for it.  

 

I wonder if you are burning our logs. I could do with some. What about the rabbits 

food now, what do you give them. I suppose there are still cabbage leaves and 

remains of vegetables? There are in this garden. Tell Charles how badly the Cavalry 

saluted! and that I was surprised as they have had 
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nothing else to do but practice 'ceremonial' all the war!  

 

They might 'demobilise' Achilles early as he is a 'time expired serving soldier'. This 

would be a great blow. I expect he would go if he got the chance. He is nearly due 

for leave. I haven't heard if McCruden has returned.  

 

It must be cold work pulling potatoes or 'lifting' them, whatever you call it. Rather 

interesting to be on the Armistice commission going to Germany. I think I heard some 

mines going up this afternoon in the distance. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

19 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Two letters today. Alas one from Sophy and Dolly.  

 

I mustn't appear to want to get off giving a prize because I won, I must give the 

second a prize and pretend I want to! The cross country will be taking place in a day 

or two. Of course training is rather boring to all concerned as everyone thinks they 

have finished with soldiering. However we don't go at it too hard, but are trying to get 

them clean and smart like peace time. I think I shall run in the cross country run 

tomorrow, my heart may fail me, as I haven't run since the last one a year ago.  
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I think it is more satisfactory having a proper agreement about 
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Death! I am sure you don't spell his name right. I wonder if Ian has bought any new 

horses, it should be a good chance for him to get a good steeplechaser now, in 

Ireland. If we go to India we shan't want any  

horses!  

 

Does Billy seem old now? and do you? out hunting! Winnie thinks you won't have a 

vote as you aren't 30!  

 

I have a large staff now, it's rather a nuisance. There is nothing for them to do. I have 

just got another 'attached' to learn, so now I have about eight and they mostly sit 

about doing nothing and crowd round the fire. They don't seem a bit energetic about 

games or anything. I have got my map marked with the 
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final line we reached and the line we are going to and am marking up our progress 

daily. I always wondered where the French and Belgians got their national flags. I 

thought they must have had them hidden. But the Boches supplied them. He knew 

they would like them as soon as he went back so he sold them as many as they 

wanted! That's the way he does things, never misses a chance. He probably made 

quite a profit by it. Isn't he a cute old brute?  

 

I enclose a small donation towards Barclay's account, refund of MCC [Marylebone 

Cricket Club] subscription, the first time I have 
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received it, though I rather fancy I have seen it in my pass book before.  

 

I enclose an 'oblique' aeroplane photo of the last place we attacked, it shows exactly 

the part we attacked, the Boche front line was just outside (at the bottom) of the 

photo. There were a lot of dead Germans in that cabbage field and also near 
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Battalion HQ in the sunken road. When I went up I rode up to the far end of the 

cabbage field and left my horse in the sunken road. I then went to the white house 

where the CO had established his HQ and then up to the far sunken road where the 

front line was. They were putting a good many shells between the road and white 

house and machine gun fire along the sunken road.  

 

You ought to send Dolly and Lily 

 

top of page 1 

and Winnie copy of my letters about the battles. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

24 November 1918 

page 1 

Auby near Douai 

Helen darling 

No letter today and I never wrote yesterday! Wood seems irrepressible, really it is 

pretty cheeky the way he harasses Mrs. Straker, then he was always allowed to 

years ago. I wroteto Mrs. Jerwood alright and told her you were sending the mug.  

 

Today, Sunday, I haven't been very religious, this morning I chose a paper chase 

course, it's not bad on the whole. Personally I think a paper chase course is rather 

rot. Rennie had one today which I went to.  

 

We saw the hares start, but it was a bad day for seeing and there was a wood after 

about a mile, some lost them pretty soon. Rennie asked for volunteers, 
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I immediately volunteered and I think Cameron did. He then, after seven or eight 

minutes, said time is up and said the hounds would go first and the field keep 200 
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yards behind! This I thought very futile as if I wasn't a hound I didn't mean to keep 

behind.  

 

So we started off, I went fill tilt without looking for paper in the direction I saw them 

go, there were one or two little ditches, and then got to a wood where I saw two 

trails. I followed the wrong one out of the wood which came to an end, and then 

made a galloping cast all along the outside of the wood and eventually hit off the 

other trail, only one other kept with me. After galloping along this trail for a bit we 

came 
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to a football match and trail disappeared. I shouted at the men 'where did they go?' 

and they only guffawed at me! I thought they would be so frightened at a general 

they would say at once. After this I galloped about a bit but didn't find it and so 

chucked. The divisional commander and others still plodded about and eventually hit 

it off, anyhow they viewed the hares and ran into them.  

 

Unless you go like a point to point, I don't see much fun, especially as the hares can 

hold you up whenever they like by not dropping paper. In mine I am going to be hare 

and am going to give a good trail no false ones, except 
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perhaps up to a big place and then nick over a small place myself! I think it would be 

rather fun to be chased. Wittes (Ailsie's friend) was one of their hares and he looks 

pretty feeble, there was no jumping really after the first few ditches.  

 

I rode my little mare (the late brigadier's), and she really is a very good mare, only 

about 15 hands but terribly keen and strong and a good stayer. She pulled a lot at 

the end and coming home, went out a bit lame and came home lamer. Rennie 

seemed a washout long after I had ceased to take any further interest I saw him 

cantering along with a crowd of duds. Green Wilkinson appeared at the meet but I 

didn't see him again. 
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Cameron seemed quite good.  

 

Well I suppose we will get tired of these childish amusements soon, then the 

question will be what to do. I received your parcel of chocolate and toothpaste today 

for which many thanks.  

 

This handing over of the fleet is a very big thing, it looks as if they would have to 

accept any terms we like to impose. I think it’s unfair to make out the German Navy 

to be 'duds' or 'cowards' like the papers do, as usual. I read in the morning post 

about the U-boats 'they have behaved in a foul and despicable manner, torpedoing 

troop ships, food ships and even hospital ships'. The two first of course are entirely 

legitimate prey. The sinking of hospital ships was 
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an extraordinary thing to do but they may have had some reason, we don't know of. 

Anyhow, their submarines were extraordinary brave and clever, though there were 

some regrettable instances. I believe their navy was almost as efficient as their army. 

I see their casualties are said to be 6,000,000, ours 4,000,000. The French will be 

five or six or more, and then the Russians a good many.  

 

The education scheme is rather boring, as everyone in my brigade seems to create 

difficulties. It’s a sort of voluntary scheme as regards instructors and pupils, so you 

can't order them. Each battalion has an officer told off to run it, if he is keen they 

would get men to do things but if they aren't nothing happens and I shall get a black 

mark.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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27 November 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

Paper chase was great fun. About 90 turned out, including divisional commander, 

staff, and Generals Rennie and Green Wilkinson. We got about six minutes start as I 

was laden with a great bag of paper. Of course before I came to the first jump 

almost, my stirrup leather came off. So I couldn't stop but had to carry it, further on I 

dropped it altogether and had to come back for it after we finished. I started laying 

the paper and what with no stirrup, the paper, and the brigade major charging along 

in my pocket occasionally crossing me I got rather excited and cursed him for not 

keeping out of my way.  

 

However all went well and when I got to the end of my paper 

 

page 2 

I felt we were safe and let him go on a bit in front and came along slowly. When we 

were about a mile from the finish he got hung up in some telegraph wires and asked 

if he should get off. I said 'Yes there is any amount of time', whilst he was unhooking 

his horse they suddenly appeared in the next field close by, I saw he must be caught 

so I galloped off by myself and had to go as hard as I could for the last mile, but I got 

in alright by about 100 yards!  

 

One of my COs was first, a young fellow second, a veterinary sergeant third, then a 

second in command and CO and adjutant, all my brigade. The divisional commander 

and his staff, the other brigadiers, and representatives of other brigades nowhere! 

Green Wilkinson is quite the old gentleman and gets more beat than his horse in 

about a mile. 

 

We laid a thick trail so they could go 
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slogging ahead and let the best man and horse win. There were falls innumerable, 

and horses lying in dykes for hours! Only four others of my staff rode, as most of 
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them can only ride a very non-pulling horse, but of the four, two fell about five times. 

All enjoyed it terrifically, said it was the best course what ever was seen! 

 

In spite of this very few jumped the hedges, there were two in the early part and one 

later and I had gone to great trouble taking the wire out of them. I heard an Army 

Service Corps private saying 'I hope to god they have another of these next week'! I 

said 'How did you like the course?' He said 'It was admirable'! I think Cameron was 

rather disappointed at not being higher up, but said he thought it 
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was top-hole.  

 

Wittes (Ailsie's friend) was nowhere of course. Arnold said he had heard that Wittes 

and Rennie were going to do desperate deeds and catch us, I said if I was caught by 

Wittes I should be sick on the spot! These things are so good for conversation 

beforehand. Everybody is rather frightened till they are over and of course I invent 

terrible stories about the jumps and where ambulances are going to be in readiness, 

and it's all very well when others chaff one and ask what you want done with one's 

souvenirs, and where one wants to be buried and what messages one wants sent, it 

begins to put the wind up oneself, although one knows there is nothing to be afraid 

of.  

 

Two letters today. I hope you showed the photo to Uncle B, don't lose it.  

 

The cross country run I was going to run in was 
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declared 'off' as no one wanted it and were only going to do it by order. I am quite 

glad. We are having just six per battalion and Brigade HQ on Friday, five miles. 

Brigade Major is rather good, and Achilles is running.  

 

I think it's rather rot the fuss they make about the prisoners. Lots of them never ought 

to have been taken and its only because the papers have invented so many lies or 
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published yarns from men, who will say anything, that all this fuss is made. The 

papers say what brutes the Germans are as they remove all valuables from our 

prisoners. What about Achilles, if he meets a prisoner you can be certain if there is 

anything of value left on him that Achilles will have it. What about Uncle B who takes 

off even their medal ribbons. 

 

page 6 

Personally that's bad luck. But no German prisoner is ever left with any 'valuable' on 

him. 

 

You are as bad as the people I chaff about the fences in the point to points, you 

seem to have got the wind up terribly!  

 

India is an awful country!! Wouldn't Doreen love it? Think of all the funny things she 

would see. I expect they will let me home at Christmas, don't get the wind up about 

that, it ought to be at the right time! Don't bother about 'ceremonial', I've got a book 

from Green Wilkinson, Wood sent me two, please thank him, but they were 1912 and 

not 1914 and no use!  

 

Uncle Billy is not strictly correct about who has 'gone forward'. All regular divisions 

have gone, then the others have been selected somehow. All Highland and then 

various others. The 51st Highland Terriers, Unthank’s, were in the 
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most recent fighting, also 1st Division, 4th Division, 8th Division, and so on all been 

fighting up to the last.  

 

Captain Sturgess was very good looking, Pulteney's aide de camp, but very naughty. 

I have often seen 'Cousin Frank' shoot, but haven't been particularly impressed. I 

think it must have been a mistake on his part. One of my best COs (ref Uncle B's 

remarks about me) is always saying (but he isn't strictly truthful) that he was able to 

advance by that 'dribbling' method of mine, which was an excellent idea, which they 
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had never heard of till I came to the brigade. Tell Uncle B is he sad at having missed 

the show. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

1 December 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

I motored over today to see the Puits 14 bis where Harold was killed or mortally 

wounded, and did the enclosed sketch [contained in D/DLI 7/1230/4]. I also took my 

intelligence officer who is an 'art teacher'. I was not particularly impressed by his 

production but will send it, when he’s improved it, to Ailsie. The explanation of mine 

is, beginning at the bottom: 

British barbed wire, with two shell holes at extreme bottom of page. 

British front line trench, this was only advanced to here about 1917. It wasn't of 

course there at the battle of Loos. 

La Bassée-Lens Road, marked by the tree stumps. This is a pave road but all 

covered with earth thrown up by shells and overgrown with weeds, 
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and hardly recognisable. This is the road Harold was last seen crossing towards. 

Puits 14 bis, the mine building, which consists of a slight mound with various blown 

about iron girders and bits of iron sticking up like I have shown. No signs of any 

bricks or stone, all obliterated. This is all that remains of the house that Harold was 

seen to enter. 

Loos Towers, are in the background on the right, you can see remains of left hand 

one blown down, the one on the extreme right doesn't exist at all, only a thing like a 

telegraph pole. 

The Wood-Bois Hugo, which should be at the bottom of the paper, on nearside of 

road 
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near which or into which Harold went, but which was full of Germans and machine 

guns doesn't exist now, there is no trace of it, all blown away and a mass of 

trenches. After going through Lens and visiting this place, we went on to La Bassée 

thence to Lille, which is in perfect order and had hors d'oeuvres (sardines etc.), soup, 

herrings, mutton chops, sweet, and cheese! one bottle burgundy, liqueur, and coffee, 

between us. Lens and La Bassée, are big places and absolutely flat, almost like 

Puits 14.  

 

There was a paper chase today run by a battalion in Rennie's brigade, there seems 

to have been only one jump, a dyke, and my groom took out Joey and apparently 

went at the biggest place and got into it. He asked the brigade major if he should go 

and he more or less gave 
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him leave. I was rather annoyed as he is my only horse.  

 

This influenza is awful. I am sorry for all those people.  

 

You say 'you don't seem to have been a success in the paper chase' I thought I was 

'terrific', as I went full split all the time without any paper most of the time and 

everyone followed me!! When I thought I had galloped hard enough and far enough I 

stopped and lent them hunt around. The Cavalry seem very 'dashing' now peace is 

declared!!  

 

I didn't see Dolly's photo or know she had OBE. I heard from Holt that Cox paid me 

at a rate of £1000 a year up to 5th August, then stopped. Holt says he has since 

been paying the me at rate of 23/- a day, Colonel's pay! I have written to Cox.  

 

Goodbye Helen. Hope you all keep safe from flu. Have put in for leave about 22nd 

December. No answer. Very doubtful!  

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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4 December 1918 

page 1 

Auby 

Helen Darling 

Two letters today. There is a corps point to point open to various branches. I think 

mine would be for the divisions in the corps, about five teams of seven. 13st! I expect 

our divisional team would be divisional commander, GSO1, and another divisional 

staffer, myself and brigade major, and Rennie, and one of the other two brigade 

majors. I believe they will have a divisional race first. But how can I ride 13st in a 

military saddle? which is the order at present. You must send me Doreen’s at once! 

So far there is no permission to ride in anything but a military saddle which weighs a 

ton, and they will probably leave it at that.  

 

I am awfully 
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heavy these days, no doubt. But it’s probably a good thing really as I am not “tired” 

after the war. Four years’ war, and 10 years in the Soudan, and still not tired, not 

forgetting nearly five years married!  

 

Cameron came to tea today I gave him a good talking to as usual! I am afraid to give 

him too much. My thick pyjamas etc. arrived today. I haven’t discovered yet all that 

was in the parcel as Achilles has been playing football and acting all the time so I 

never see him. He does have a good war. Does my room in about five minutes and 

then is practically finished for the day! I seem to be impressing my staff as a cynic! Is 

that a good thing? I think I am rather, caught from Fairfax. But really the longer one 

soldiers the more one sees through things, and one has to be constantly criticising.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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4 December 1918 

page 1 

Helen darling 

The division have said definitely it's no good forwarding my leave, so that's finished. I 

wish you would send me 'National Review' for December. I see there is good stuff by 

Maurice in it.  

 

Well it's been very dull and gloomy today, and not much to do. I just went for a ride 

this afternoon to see if I could find a better point to point course. I also went to a 

lecture for about three quarters of an hour on motor engines, it was only very 

elementary, but dozed off to sleep at one period! I feel this so called education is 

very futile really, it's just something to amuse the men, a variation from training. 

 

Is Ian a major still? It was a pity we didn't 

 

page 2 

go to Germany, it would have been rather interesting, or very, and rather fun being 

billeted as victors ay some fat German's chateau, though of course we should have 

been much too polite.  

 

No letter again today! Have you written to Dolly to congratulate her on her OBE. 

Perhaps she hasn't really got one, she was 'mentioned' some time ago. I hope you 

are all well and that Mr Straker's cold is better, it sounds bad as he didn't go hunting. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 December 1918 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

A fearful lot of thanks to you and Daph for sending off all those things. Glad to hear 

you are all so far fit, poor Doreen I am sorry about her little arm.  
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Yesterday I went to some Artillery races, and saw Longmore, he has put up a Green, 

foreign decoration! The races were very good, over a made course. The jumps were 

quite big and one enormous. They had two races over this big one and only about 

three horses out of about 36 jumped it. In the officers race only about half tried, but 

in the NCO’s and men on hairy horses, nearly all tried it deliberately and slowly and 

took their falls all 
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of the same kind, it was quite a high fence with a wide “sunk fence” on the far side 

and they nearly all landed on the slope which was soft. Watching these races has 

quite frightened me, as they all went so fast and rattled and crashed and fell in heaps 

on each other, and did every sort of thing. In one race (NCO’s), soon after the start 

(at a terrific pace), they should have turned a sharp left, instead of which they 

charged madly ahead seeing a jump in the distance which they came to the wrong 

way on i.e. they were really going to go backwards round the course. Just before 

jumping it, someone hoorooshed them away and they galloped wildly 
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round back to the where they had come from and eventually got onto the course in 

the proper place. Another man quite near the finish didn’t seem to see a specially 

white washed apple tree and galloped straight into it, and was left by his horse 

hugging the trunk to support himself as, naturally, he got a terrible shock. I went to 

look at him as I felt so sorry for him as it must have hurt awfully, but he didn’t really 

seem badly injured. All the men were wildly excited of course and their language was 

a treat! Racing does look alarming.  

 

These Gunners have much better horses than we, and one oughtn’t to have a 

chance in the point to point. 
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I fancy they will get pretty well lost as I am only putting one flag, either red or white, 

to be left on right or left according to colour and not in the fences, and there are a 

good many turns. I expect they will be charging about all over the country. Our 
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course is really very easy, but not one to go charging hell for leather over, but they 

are sure to. I am getting very frightened. It’s on the 23rd.  

 

Sir A Godley is coming to inspect the division tomorrow on a big parade (in my gold 

cap)!  

 

Ailsie wrote about the sketch but there was far more about Percy than Harold in the 

letter! Honestly it sounds like business. 

Goodbye yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

21 December 1918 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

My leave seems alright for the 27th, so I should arrive on the 28th. I have not heard 

absolutely definitely. I am wiring for a sleeper on 27th, I should have to leave here I 

think on 26th by car. I have not heard yet actually whether leave and car are alright, 

break it to Mrs Straker “gently” that I may be probably coming home, and tell her I 

am writing as soon as I can hear definitely, probably sometime today.  

The point to point course is under water and all the dykes brim full, and the course 

most forbidding. I am feeling terribly frightened, and its fearful work putting up the 

flags and taking them down again.  

 

Hope you and the kids will be in good form. 

Yours 

Hubert 
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