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14 January 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letters yet. Cameron told me today he had had a telegram from the War Office to 

the effect or asking him if he was willing to take command of 1st Cameron 

Highlanders, for foreign service, on reconstruction, when it takes place! That would 

mean a major general commanding a battalion. So a brigadier would presumably be 

a company commander! They gave him the offer of half pay and waiting for a job if it 

turned up. He seems not eligible for 

 

page 2 

£420 pension until he has completed four years as colonel of this battalion. He 

seems to be that now but to have sometime yet to put in. This seems as if Rennie’s 

idea was wrong and that one can’t get £420 until one has commanded one’s 

regiment for four years. He replied he accepted to command 1st Camerons as he 

does not wish to retire.  

 

He is coming round to see education tomorrow. I am making a fine map of Egypt, 

about six feet long.  

Goodbye, yours 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

16 January 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I got your first letter today, you did have a long and rotten journey, but did well. 

Rather interesting hearing that conversation. I wish it had been about me. Well this 

chill is very serious, in spite of everything You never ‘miss’. I wish we had our own 

house, it’s so awkward going on like this at the Leazes. Very sorry to hear about 

‘Airman’. I knew he had some cuts, of course, though I don’t think they are bad.  

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/185-223. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

Cameron spent the morning with me walking round the education. Think he was 

 

page 2 

quite pleased. I have made a terrific map with Daph’s chalks, they have been awfully 

useful and am dying to give my lecture.  

 

We have a small gymkhana tomorrow, jumping competitions and others. The corps 

point to point came off when I was away. It was terrifically heavy but otherwise 

seemed a good course, very small fields. The brigade major is a tremendous talker 

about horses, has a tremendous flow all about their good points or bad ones, as they 

are such poor old skins most of them. So much talk about them rather bores me.  

Goodbye.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 January 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

The ‘Run of the Season’ sounds good but of course it was too long and slow. 20 to 

40 minutes is the outside for a really good hunt, in one hour and 45 everyone is 

there, catching up and going round etc. and you are jumping in a crowd if there is 

one which I hate, and anyone can go first who wants to! Wood seems going strong in 

spite of everything. Nothing doing in the point to point line.  

 

Glad Daph was such a success. Alistair seems not to have been very hurt. Doreen 

seems to have been a success too as she enjoyed hers. The story about the faces 

made me smile as I remember one morning wondering what she 

 

page 2 

thought of the extraordinary faces one has to make, and thought she must think me 

a strange old man. I must say it is cool of Wood offering himself and belongings for a 

weekend!  
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Very cold sort of raw weather here. Today we had the gymkhana. I won the open 

jumping on ‘Joey’. It was a very near thing between me and one of the COs and the 

brigade major. We also had a ‘Bending Race’ in which I rode the horse I bought 

yesterday. He was a bit too much of a handful, and though I won my heat I was only 

second. I must say they didn’t seem very keen on me winning, the men I mean. 

 

page 3 

The second round I just tipped the gate and knocked it down. I thought they gave a 

bit of a cheer at that! Then when it was announced I had won there was a very 

feeble clap! One of the CO’s of course was in with me and I really thought he had 

won, and I dare say they did. So when it was announced I had they were probably 

disappointed. We also had wrestling on horseback, VC race for the men, and 

tomorrow mule race, and jumping for the men. 

 

page 4 

Nice of Sir Hugh saying he missed me! I should not have thought he would have 

noticed I had been home. Herbert NF [Northumberland Fusiliers] is the one we met 

at Warminster. 

Goodbye, yours 

Hubert 

 

The rat traps have arrived, we don’t appear to have many now they seem to have 

caught them. Did you send them? 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

31 January 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

There was a lot of news in your letter today. I can’t understand about Ian, you 

wouldn’t think he could ride races etc. if he was so bad as to be unfit for the army. 

Anyhow I think I rather agree with him that it’s a good thing to see other parts of the 

country and other people, as he has had so little experience so far of anywhere else 
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but Northumberland, and when he settles he will settle forever. I think it is better not 

to become too provincial. Audrey would probably like never to leave 

Northumberland. Even Vida 

 

page 2 

in her short hunting trip thought she would like to hunt away a bit. 

 

The men haven’t started to go at any great pace yet. The 70 a day hasn’t come off 

yet. So I don’t know in the least how long I shall last. I don’t know why Elsington 

should be so amused at the Household Cavalry and Guards forming part of the army 

in Germany.  

 

I can absolutely picture your feelings as regards Miss P Dudgeon! Especially on a 

day like Howden Dene! I have a horror of a nonsporting looking woman or man out 

hunting. They really make me sick to look at much less to speak 

 

page 3 

to, and can quite imagine Miss P’s appearance what we used to call ‘Bournemouth’ 

Ladies at Harrow Lodge. I could not utter to anyone like that. And then Dudgeon as a 

doctor. I thought he was an awful ‘Stag’. He couldn’t help his looks but he was 

always so pleased with himself and talked so much. He used to irritate me at times, 

but Unthank was terribly fond of him. I used to try and keep him at arm’s length, very 

common of course. Unthank used to make great friends with these commoners and 

of course when I came 

 

page 4 

back, I had to more or less treat them in the same way, especially as they were 

comrades at HQ and did their job well. But Ione [Unthank] even patronised them. Old 

Pumphrey was of course personally a very sound sort of fellow and very 

unpresuming, but of course his family are awful and friends even worse. Poor 

Dudgeon, he knew no one, so I can quite imagine he was coupled up with Miss P 

even if no intention of being engaged, but quite possibly he is.  
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Poor old Fairyknight its rather sad, but what a lot of horses of Mr Straker’s have 

come on to the ‘Roll of Honour’ during the war. I am very sorry 

 

page 5 

the Burdon children are going. What about Billy, has he been demobilized? He has 

been a bad bargain for the goverment. Your babies seem to win all competitions for 

weight taking as they do after their mother. I hoped Bettine was going to take after 

her father. I am glad you are having dancing lessons for Doreen’s sake, but when 

she dances you you will probably be again fearfully out of date. I didn’t notice 

‘scratchy’ writing it seemed much the same as usual!  

 

Platoon competitions again today. Very hard frost with the snow about one inch still 

on the ground. Very nice weather in a way but very cold. 

 

page 6 

I rather like judging these competitions. The keen young CO’s platoon will win I’m 

sure and he has taken a lot of interest in it. They then compete against the best 

platoon of each of the other brigades. Of course Cameron may look at different 

points to what I do but I believe on the whole I know more about it than he does, as 

unless you have had to do with the actual men you can’t judge very well. I have had 

much more recent experience of that kind than he has.  

 

According to the latest scheme all men joining prior to 1st January 1916 will be 

demobilized, and those over 37 who joined later. So that 

 

page 7 

will suit Garrett. Achilles, if he decides to stay on, will get 10/6 a week extra which 

makes his pay about 25/- per week all found. He need only take only the year and 

would probably be able to stay on with me.  

 

In yesterday’s Times there was a long account, a sort of special article, on Mrs 

Rowan Hamilton an awfully fine old lady about 95, who lived at Shanganagh Castle, 

County Wicklow. She was a relation of my mothers who was very fond of her. She 
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was mother of Lady Dufferin, and the old Lord Dufferin her husband was a 

tremendously well 

 

page 8 

known man in diplomacy, he was also Governor General of India. I went to call on 

the old lady once when I was in Ireland, arrived on a bicycle. I remember being 

awfully impressed with her as being such a thorough lady, and what they call a 

‘Grande Dame’. I meant to have cut out the article but forgot. It was in Times of 29th.  

 

Tomorrow there is a lecture at Green Wilkinson’s brigade by rather a well-known 

man, Temple, who was head master of Repton. Something to do with the 

reorganisation of the church. They 

 

page 9 

are naturally keen on there being an audience for him. The title is ‘Life and Liberty in 

the Church’, so I told the brigade major to advertise it as a lecture on ‘Life and 

Liberty’, leaving out the last part thinking it might draw better! I shall try to go for the 

sake of supporting it, but it is at 4pm and at 6pm I am supposed to be going to Lena 

Ashwell’s concert party, about five miles in the opposite direction, but I rather doubt if 

I appreciate it as its all singing chiefly ballads, whatever they are.  

 

As a regular officer I only get half 

 

page 10 

bonus given to officers kept on, which is only £1.1.0 a week (half). But it’s better than 

nothing. If I could get my pay I would buy some more war savings certificates I think. 

Supposing we had had our motor car £600 in something decent, we should have had 

£700 now! instead of about £200. No more ‘gambles’ for me. My friend the murderer 

doesn’t look as if he had much of a chance after all, from the first day’s evidence. 

Goodbye, yours 

Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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5 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Dined with Cameron last night and went to last night of the Divisional Concert Party 

who are being demobilized. Rennie and Green Wilkinson were there too.  

 

Very cold here still. Thawed a bit yesterday but there is still plenty of snow about. I 

have to send away to another Division 300 men so it looks as if it would not be long 

before we 

 

page 2 

disappear. Have heard nothing though! No letter yesterday. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Heavy snow today, it really is getting deep. You seem to have comparatively 

summer weather. Two letters today.  

 

Today I went to a lecture by Major Witte’s, Rennie’s Brigade Major and Ailsie’s 

friend, on the Empire. Not bad at all, but rather long and not very, well, I think on the 

whole, it was quite suited to the men. Then there was divisional boxing at our HQ in 

a big destroyed factory. The divisional commander came and then on to our mess to 

discuss various things about the platoon competitions. Of course Witte’s was there 

which made it rather awkward, as one doesn’t like to ask 

 

page 2 

questions about it before a rival brigade, in case you mention things that you are 

going to do and they may not have thought of.  
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I gained a point from Green Wilkinson last night by accident, he mentioning 

something he was doing which I thought wrong, but I believe it will score marks so 

am now going to do it! 

 

It seems absurd to say Ian is ‘heartbroken’ at leaving, of course, after the way he has 

talked, but I knew all the time he liked the army from the first. He couldn’t help it. But 

I must say I never thought he was really unfit as he seemed able to do such a lot. It 

seems so funny to be able to ride races and all that and yet not to be fit for the army. 

It’s very bad luck 

 

page 3 

as he must have been normally a very healthy lad. £60 a year would not have been 

much if he really required it. MacCruden is in hospital in London, not serious I think.  

 

I told Achilles that possibly Mr Straker might be able to find a job for him and he said 

he would take any job. I said what is required is a ‘trustworthy and sober’ man. He 

said well I take very little. I think he must be both as I certainly thought he was 

probably a total abstainer, though he has been with me 10 years. Also he has had 

lots of chances of looting me but I have never missed anything that I know of. I think 

he has quite 

 

page 4  

a fancy for a colliery job. Timekeeper is a sort of job I should think for him.  

 

I should prefer you to send Cameron his own in case it’s a case like Cherry’s, and 

we have nothing to do with their private affairs. Rather hard on Cameron if his wife 

intends to live separately. He is bound to ‘try’ someone else. 

 

The point to point seems quite off. They are returning entrance fees. The French 

have taken away all the material for making up fences and post-rails for firewood. 

Horses are being demobilized and everything is rotten in that respect. There are one 

or two possible races to enter in, but my horses are not fit and I have nothing light, 

either self or saddle,  
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page 5 

and with this frost and snow I don’t know what to do. If I was really sporting I 

suppose I would go in heavy or unfit for ‘fun’.  

 

Thanks for writing to prisoners of war fund. Irvine, that man in my regiment, I see has 

got a bar to his DSO for going out in front and reconnoitring a slag heap. He does 

seem to be gallant though common. He has got Brevet Lieutenant Colonel CMG, 

DSO, and Bar, Croix de Guerre, and he came out after me! Of course he has had 

better luck in never being wounded and not being under such a poisonous brigadier. 

But still he has done jolly well. Unthank, one slight wound and DSO. Anyhow I am 

better than he. I am really about second best in the regiment, or possibly third 

(Cumming may 

 

page 6 

have done better but he was ‘Staff College’ and hasn’t done the roughing I have). No 

news of Charles H.  

 

When were we married? On the 5th Feb? We certainly haven’t had much home life. 

Percy has really finished his career in the army and is only ‘carrying on’. He gets his 

full pension now I believe, about £750, whereas after commanding the battalion I 

should only get £420. I agree about memorial and the house. We must ‘wait 

patiently’. Of course you will live in the neighbourhood of a thickly populated 

industrial area, habitations are a terrific price. My father bought Blendworth Lodge, a 

thorough gentleman’s residence with 60 acres, for about £10,000. Not a villa thanks. 

We can never afford a villa at £13000!  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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6 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling  

Just come back from tea with the Lady. They have a very small little villa and one 

servant. The room we were in of course was very bare and no proper furniture. Odd 

chairs we have allowed them (from their own house), but a fairly warm stove. Of 

course great discomfort generally.  

 

The Lady talked English but the husband, the manager of the chemical factory, only 

French. I am not in good form at French at all, and only occasionally venture. I am 

very bad. I feel convinced he is a pro-Boche. Of course he was mayor of the place 

he lived, and lived with them for four years 

 

page 2  

and they worked through him. So he couldn’t help being in more or less constant 

touch with them. In addition to which the general occupied his house etc. I believed 

he is accused of having done all sorts of things by the French.  

 

The Lady thinks England so much better run than France and that we have more 

clever men to do things. She says the government is doing so little for all these 

refugees who have come back and got nothing of any kind. At Orleans, the French 

were very down on all the people up this way and called them the ‘Boches du Nord’. 

Of course they are, I believe, a mixed lot of Poles, Germans etc. in these industrial 

places. She thinks these 

 

page 3 

refugees will march to Paris and riot but I don’t believe it.  

 

When the Boches attacked Uncle Billy last March they would have been more or less 

from here. There were four generals in the house and they started off to the front 

saying to this man, “Victoire!” “A Paris” etc. They came back a few days later and the 

manager said, “Mon General you seem to have taken a return ticket!”  
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The tea party (I took my staff captain) lasted a long time and the conversation 

consisted mostly in her saying “It is terrible” again and again. They don’t think the 

Boches are fallen a bit, they think he will be trading as strong as 

 

page 4 

ever in a very short time, and long before the French will be able to get going. He 

says the Boches are most industrious workers, clever and well educated and that 

their industries are very well organised.  

 

We had six inches of snow on the ground this morning. It then became very warm 

with brilliant sunshine but looks like freezing tonight. We had more boxing and Green 

Wilkinson came to lunch for it. It seems funny you hunting when we are so frozen up. 

The National should not be much this year, a very small field I expect. 

 

Drafts are being called for from each brigade so it doesn’t look as if we should last 

long. I hear that new regular battalions will be formed at the depots but I don’t expect 

they will remain there long.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No Letter. Very hard frost so we still have about four inches of snow. Getting rather 

tired of it.  

 

My groom went yesterday. I said I’m sorry you are going. He said “I am not!”. He said 

his pals were demobilised and thought he wasn’t trying to get back, he’s a 

shipbuilder. I think I will send him a souvenir with inscription. He has been two years 

my groom. I must also give Achilles one. This morning I said goodbye to a company 

sergeant major, who said he was keeper or rabbit catcher to Bainbridge in 

Northumberland. I suppose that’s the shopkeeper. We are rapidly dispersing! 
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page 2 

Some of the drafts are going to regular battalions ‘on the Rhine’, so I suppose any 

regular battalions that are not for abroad at once are being kept there, and only 

those for India etc. being brought home. I haven’t written to 2nd Battalion. No news.  

 

The best platoon in each brigade is competing tomorrow for best in division. 

Divisional Commander is judging. We are hoping to win. Competition lasts three 

days. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

8 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I have just seen our first draft off 200 men. I had to make them a short farewell 

speech and end up by asking if any man had any complaint. Two men came forward. 

One said he had three wound stripes, the other that he had a release paper. I told 

the former to fall out and the latter to go as he hadn’t a proper ‘form’. Cameron came 

afterwards and just wished them farewell.  

 

This morning we had the platoon competition. Ours looked and did very well I should 

say. I noticed various things about the others that were wrong but I am not sure that 

Cameron noticed them. He may have noticed something about mine that I 

 

page 2 

didn’t.  

 

Seen snipe practically daily, lovely easy shots. Today the frost has been harder than 

ever. We had quite a long walk over the snow, all powdery. I asked the staff if they 

knew the Jazz Role and Stop and they said only ‘the Jazz’. They knew the ‘Tickle 

Toe’.  
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What an extraordinary idea to marry with no intention of cohabiting. I should be 

furious if I were Cameron. What a brute Elizabeth must be, though always thought 

she was a fool to marry him as I should be quite frightened of him if I were a female. 

But then he was supposed to be so docile in the kitchen and both to have the same 

tastes as regards ‘cooking’. Cameron of course 

 

page 3 

deserves our thanks for the way he looked after Soudain and Swallow when they 

were so ill. Do you remember the vet said he had never known a man look after a 

horse better. Certainly he should get his wedding present separately.  

 

I have just heard that the order in the platoon competition so far (it is three days and 

this is only the first) is: 

1st: 147 Brigade [Morant] – 200 marks 

2nd: 146 Brigade (Rennie) – 160 marks 

3rd: 148 Brigade (Green Wilkinson) – 110 marks ! 

So that’s good so far isn’t it?  

 

I have written to Holt to ask if I have had any pay. If not I am going to write officially 

through all the proper channels to the military secretary. I see 

 

page 4 

there is an order one is not to write direct so perhaps they take no notice on 

principle. I have also written to 2nd Battalion.  

 

Sounds as if Maude met a young man in one of the dugouts. Sorry to hear about the 

colds. Hopefully get well soon. I wonder when I shall come home! Five years ago is a 

long time, though we haven’t been together for more than about 15 months.  

 

Achilles was at my lecture and said he thought it was very interesting. I said I was 

afraid it was too long, however he said no. I am going to give it to battalions – as two 

– Gordon and Kitchener’s story, though I’m afraid they will be all gone before they 

get it.  
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Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

9 February 1919  

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Still terrific frost. It really is rather boring though quite nice weather, though it’s so 

slippery you can hardly get along. Have been playing ‘Coon Kan’ [card game] the 

last two nights, and have lost heavily both nights, about 6/-. It really isn’t a bad game 

to play in the evening. Though one is so sick of the name. 

 

I hope Airman isn’t lame from me. It sounds as if he had self-inflicted himself. The 

cheese and tongue will be very acceptable. I am glad the pedigree is alright and it 

sounds well!  

 

If they break us up altogether I think it’s quite possible they may give me leave 

perhaps two months before setting to work on 

 

page 2 

the post bellum army, in which case I might be home for the National! I feel it won’t 

be a very good one.  

 

Cameron sent round today saying he had been asked if he knew anyone to 

recommend for secretary to the North Riding Territorial Force Association at £400 a 

year. I believe HQ is at Northallerton. If I was certain of £420 pension I believe it 

would have been a good thing to try for. But one would have to retire and if one had 

one’s pension for certain I think it would be worth it. Anyhow I expect it would be 

pretty hard to get. They say the ordinary regimental officer would not do, as he must 

have experience of staff work. Gillam, the brigade major, asked me to send in his 

name. You see how I am, directly he is free to choose 
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where he will live, even if only for a year immediately goes to Hampshire or the 

borders of it. Isn’t it funny? At least you must think so. Of course he evidently only 

lives in the north because he has to, and the moment he gets a chance off he goes 

to HAMPSHIRE!  

 

I feel I am absolutely out of it not having got a brevet, I can’t think why I haven’t 

really, it seems so odd because practically everyone else has. I suppose P Wood 

never thought of it. I don’t know that it will matter much really, though it’s annoying 

when one finds people posing as senior to one at 
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odd times, when one is much older and has much more service.  

 

Achilles has asked for my photo. I said I would give him one. I think I better send 

them both one framed as a souvenir. Have you ever sent Squibb one, or the sisters. 

They haven’t mentioned it. Achilles has volunteered to stay on with the cadre, that is 

the few men who remain on as Brigade HQ and go home when everything comes to 

an end. Battalions have 50 men each just to take home the equipment etc. No 

brigadier, only staff captains or brigade major, and about four officers per battalion.  

 

I think I shall have to buy your fur coat out of my war gratuity, the amount of which 

isn’t settled yet. Achilles gets £5 for first year and 10/- per month ever afterwards. He 

should get between £20 and £30.  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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10 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letter today. Still freezing hard. One CO has got his skates and there is a 

splendid place near here. Two other of his officers have made some skates with old 

iron, and they are really quite serviceable.  

 

We had more competition today, my platoon is still leading but anything might 

happen tomorrow, the last day. Lord Denbigh is lecturing tomorrow on ‘Our Escape 

from German Domination’, I expect it will be rather good. Another draft went off today 

and I said a few words. 

 

I enclose another silhouette done by another 
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man, I think it’s more complimentary, it is reduced by a Pantograph from a big one. I 

think I won’t send it yet, as the man who made the original is away and I would like to 

show it him. 

 

No news about anything yet. I am thinking I might get two months leave on break up, 

which might be about 1st March, but I don’t know. No more. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

12 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I think C. Hornby is awfully nice to his kids, and I think she is awfully nice to him, as 

she always stands up for him and hates any disparaging remarks about anything he 

does, which is so nice. Not like some who are always laughing at their husbands, 

and saying how cruel they are and how they hate their children!! As Charles has 

never been separated from his family for more than a week he probably knows all 
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their wants. If not, she says “Bring a Doll for…” and  he doesn’t say if asked “I’m sure 

I don’t know what they would like”!  

 

Still freezing hard and skating galore At last I’m trying to buy some skates. May 
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get some from Lille tomorrow. Walked to Douai today, about four miles, and called 

on Cameron and went to see them skate. Gave a lecture in the morning on Gordon 

and the Dervishes, and believe they all want to join Egyptian Army for the sake of 

getting so many wives.  

 

I think it would be much more to the point if Haigh painted you on Billy. I don’t in the 

least want myself on Soudain. Will you do that, I’ll present you with it. Mind you do 

and don’t be silly.  

 

It’s all very well Francis trying for Sandhurst, but you must command a regiment , 

that’s the thing everyone has to do to get a pension of £420. If you don’t do it you, 

only get £300.  

 

You seem to be having more or less hard 
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weather at last. But we have had three weeks at least of it and you only about a 

week. It must be fortunate considering the lame horses.  

 

It really seems as if we are breaking up, as just got a message to send away all 

available men eligible for Army of Occupation, which only leaves about 500 in the 

brigade, or perhaps less, available for demobilization who will disappear rapidly.  

 

I must get some orders soon. I don’t even know how much pay I am going to get, 

even how much ‘Blood Money’ or war gratuity, but I should like to spend this on your 

portrait! I can’t afford mine and yours! I should like to get settled 
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even if it was only commanding a battalion. In a way I am feeling rather ‘bucked’ to 

think that things are getting nearer being settled and that one will probably soon hear 

one’s fate. I can’t believe that Charles H could be accepted back, when I am one 

who would imagine is perfectly fit compared to him, is kicked out.  

 

I went to a very vulgar pantomime party last night. One thing they said was “There’s 

Miss Ingersoll” “Is she any relation to the watches?” “No, but she’s the same price 

but a different movement”. And various other vulgarisms.  

 

Cameron thinks he is going on leave for a few days to south of France, and his wife 

has been getting her passport for the last six weeks, now he thinks it’s rather an 

inconvenient time.  

Goodbye, yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

13 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

My yesterday’s letter went, so you will get two this time. All the parcels have arrived 

and are much appreciated. I am writing to Mrs Straker to thank her. Don’t say I never 

try anything except India. Cameron told me today if I liked he would send in my 

name with Rennie’s for the North Riding Territorial Force Association. I said if I was 

to get my £420 pension I should like it! I don’t suppose I shall get my £420 pension 

at present and I don’t know what sort of job it is really or what sort of place. But I 

don’t think for a moment I should be offered it. What do you think of it? Northallerton, 

is it in Bedale country?  

 

Still freezing, not so 
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hard today. Haven’t skates yet. 
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Everything points to this brigade being broken up first, we are under orders to send 

away more men than anyone else, as well as horses. I’m sure I shall be out of a job 

soon. In addition I believe the Madame says she wants my bedroom . I heard she 

was coming to see us today but she never turned up.  

 

Achilles will be available for demob, as soon as I finish my job, which may be any 

time I suppose. Anyhow, March I imagine. I suppose he would like his 28 days 

furlough before starting. I suppose the munition females are still spending their 

bonus and unemployment allowance. But I suppose they will volunteer for domestic 

service later. It 
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is a peculiar situation and thank goodness we have no house at present. If we were 

lucky enough to be for Egypt it would be splendid, that is really a white man’s country 

and you would love it, but that is too much to expect.  

 

Arranging another lecture on Gordon tomorrow, and as my lectures on Egypt and the 

Sudan are divided into three parts and there are three battalions, it means nine 

lectures. I’m sure they will all have gone before I give the last three. I think I shall 

have to give it to you all at The Leazes!  

 

Nice weather for Doreen, it is really extraordinary summery in the middle of the day, 

bright sun, she must enjoy the  snow. Goodbye. Many thanks for the tongue and 

prawns and paper. 

Yours Hubert 

 

page 4 

PS 

Rennie thinks his wife would not care for Northallerton, suppose she is south 

country. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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14 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I don’t mind losing my groom as he was a ship builder and I always knew he would 

go back to his job. He would have been a good man but at the same time had only 

really had experience of ships! It was good Cameron getting to be company sergeant 

major, I thought he would. I’m sorry you sent it all to Elizabeth, what are they going 

to furnish, they won’t have anything to furnish except her room at Angerton.  

 

I didn’t find ‘Life and Liberty’ very dull because a particular good speaker spoke. My 

Skates came last night and it immediately started to thaw and is still thawing. I 

haven’t had them on yet. I lunched with Green Wilkinson. Tomorrow there is an inter-

brigade trench mortar 

 

page 2 

competition. I don’t feel very satisfied about my lot. I haven’t taken perhaps sufficient 

interest in them lately. 

 

No news of future developments, I get £2.2.0 a week extra bonus till August 3rd or 

end of the war, and a gratuity of £140 + £2 per month for 48 months i.e. £96 = £236. 

Not too bad. Still no news of my pay. Have written officially through Cameron to the 

War Office about it. Holt and Cox never answer. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

15 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Got beaten in the trench mortar competition. Green Wilkinson’s lot won. Rennie’s lot 

beat me also by one mark. I was rather annoyed. I don’t know yet what they did 

better. 
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Thaw still on but not fit to ride yet. Have not used skates at all.  

 

Enclose letter from Turner who seems to be commanding 2nd Battalion.  

 

Think we might burst at any moment. I do honestly think it’s a waste of money Haig 

coming for me and Sudain, especially when I’m not there! There will never be a 

chance of doing me. You really are rather hair brained! About this house. I thought 

we wanted to hunt somewhere. How can you hunt except on your feet in 

Cumberland? All we seem to be going to do is to fish and absolutely in the wilds 

where it rains daily. Honestly you are going off your head. I believe 

 

page 2 

honestly with our ‘means’ the south would be best and where people aren’t so 

terribly rich and houses more plentiful. 100 guineas is the price of a Hunter, and as 

you say is a lot off the house and after it all no one is in the picture except Sudain, it 

really is mad of you.  

 

Cameron will probably be here longer than I but I expect we shall both go before 

long. He asked me today if I had been gazetted to be lieutenant colonel. He seemed 

to think I might be getting near the age limit but I told him there was no particular 

hurry. 

 

It’s rather boring now as no one takes any interest in anything knowing we won’t last 

much longer. The parish priest has come back here. His church is blown down, 

deliberately, so he holds services in a cellar but complains 
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there are some land mines – German – in his cellar and no one dares touch them. 

He wants me to lend him a government hut for his services. I am going to do so but if 

he burns it down I shall have to pay for it!  

 

‘Madame’ came over today and she wants a room as her son and daughter are 

coming. She says she will put her son over here and the daughter will sleep in their 
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dining room! She says she would not like to disturb one. I suppose I ought to clear 

out of my room but I am not going to. Then she asked me if I wasn’t proud of my 

decorations. I said Oh! No! so she said well your wife must be. I said Oh! No! she 

isn’t the least! How many children? Two and a half I said. Boys or girls. Girls I said. 

What a pity she said. A boy would be so proud of his 
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father with so many medals! Are they dark or fair? Fair I said. You will come and call 

again. Tea. Evidently she admires me tremendously. I can quite understand it! 

Goodbye Helen. 

Yours Hubert 

 

page 5 

[Enclosed letter] 

2nd Durham Light Infantry 

11 Feburary 1919 

Dear General 

In reply to your letter of the 7th:- The 2nd battalion is on a list of battalions to proceed 

to England shortly for preparation for services or overseas garrison. We are at 

present near Cologne. I have been commanding the battalion for the last eight or 

nine months, and as far as I know should proceed home in 

 

page 6 

command of the cadre:- the remains of the battalion detained under army order XIV 

of 1919, being distributed among other units of the Rhine Army. 

 

The battalion will, on reaching England, be reformed, presumably under you (unless 

you are still commanding a brigade). I cannot guarantee the correctness of any of 

these statements except that the cadre will proceed to England shortly. 

Yours sincerely 

RW Turner 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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16 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

A proper thaw, raining most of today. I feel very upset about Sudain as I feel it’s 

much too extravagant and that if any one’s picture was done it should be yours, also 

that he will never put me in afterwards and that he is making the wrong shaped 

picture, and that a foreshortened horse is a rotten position and view of the horse. In 

fact it gives no idea of a horse. I believe there is more painting to be done in doing it 

sideways and that he is shirking I am sure it is in the foot that he is lame.  

 

Poor Airman or poor Phil. What a  

 

page 2 

catastrophe! Thank goodness it really couldn’t have been me. If it had been behind it 

might have been. I met Major Auld at the Ravensworths once. I remember, I think, 

his father who used to be in the 5th and was a very nice little man.  

 

I thought that Smudgy drawing the big one was awful I looked so podgy and 

epileptic. The small one is rather nice. Yes I think both Straughhan’s and Achilles 

and Cameron’s photos might be in Durham Light Infantry frames but I want to write 

on them ‘In memory of … years faithful service from’. 

 

page 3 

I think a frame with the regimental cap badge, the silver one like there is in the sitting 

room, though that isn’t really silver, and a 10th DLI red leather badge at the bottom 

of the frame would be rather nice. 

 

Beyond looking more like breaking up very soon, no news. I have slight sciatica 

morning and evening as a rule! Did you ever send the sisters the photo with the cap?  

 

I hope you noticed that in Jellicoe’s book he says the following 
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1. The German ships were far better armoured than ours. 

2. They had a better shell which penetrated our armour and then burst inside the 

ship. 

3. That our ships, if they struck a mine usually sank, whilst theirs usually managed to 

get home. 

4. We were very short of mines, destroyers, and I think submarines. We only had 42 

destroyers to their 80 odd. 

5. We wouldn’t attack the German fleet at night because their organisation for a night 

attack was so good. 

6. That at one time our superiority in ships was practically nil. 

 

If I ever ventured any remark of this sort you all said “Uncle Billy Baker” or “Cousin 

Adrian” who knew all the 
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secrets say the Germans are rotten. They can’t shoot. We have more submarines 

than we know what to do with and that altogether the Germans are terrified of us! 

Also he says that he didn’t know he was going to fight the High Seas Fleet at 

Jutland. It was quite a surprise to both sides. Whereas “Uncle Billy” always said no 

German ship could ever even get up steam in harbour without our knowing it. Even 

every fresh bit of coal put on the furnaces was immediately reported by our 

wonderful spy system!! Of course I knew nothing about it when I didn’t believe all 

“Uncle Billy Baker” said! Then when I said the outlook in 
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the spring 1918 certainly wasn’t cheerful, in fact it couldn’t look much worse. Percy 

on the other hand said the war was going splendidly always. You thought he was 

talking the truth and that I was a lying pessimist. However I hope you noticed the 

Duke of Northumberland said in his speech in parliament referring to the war, “When 

defeat and disaster seemed to be threatening our armies”. The war couldn’t have 
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been going so frightfully well if ‘defeat and disaster’ appeared almost inevitable. 

Honestly I am not such an idiot as you may think. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

17 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letter today (never is on Sunday), and no paper. Quite warm today and the frost 

and snow practically all gone.  

 

Very boring however. We have no definite orders to send any more away but are just 

standing by in readiness to send them off. Everyone is sort of listless and bored, not 

worthwhile doing anything. Even if Guards etc. are rotten, it is hardly worth strafing 

about it. I can’t think of anything much to do but ‘lecture’ and there aren’t many to 

lecture to. I am getting rather bored with that too. There seems no object for a ride or 

anything!  

 

I feel certain that picture is rotten being the shape it is, and never 
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being able to paint me on. Not that I want to be but I wish you were done at any rate, 

you are there! I hope Doreen appreciated her letters. Well I have no more news. I 

have lost Cameron’s address so you might send it to me again. 

Yours Hubert 

 

I assume Sudain is wrong in the foot. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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18 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letters for two days! Sent off 100 more men today and went for a ride for first time 

for about a month it seems, Joey felt quite alright. He turns a sort of roan at this time 

of year, throwing out a lot of grey hairs. Sudain must look awful as he completely 

changes colour. I wish you would show Haig his photo in my book in the sitting room 

but it will probably be too late.  

 

These fellows are asking for my photo so you 

 

page 2 

had better send me at least six of the cap ones to give them as they are already 

giving me theirs. When I addressed the men today before they left, I said mind you 

come and speak to me if you recognise me anywhere and we will have a talk about 

what we did in the Great War! This seemed to cause some amusement as if they 

didn’t want to talk on that subject! Anyhow when I said I wish you all goodbye and 

the best of luck they, most of them, said “Goodbye Sir” as they were standing in the 

ranks which I thought was rather nice.  

 

I gave them another lecture today about Lord Kitchener’s 

 

page 3 

retaking of the Sudan and I think they quite enjoyed it. I finished up by telling them 

the story of the man I asked about, what was his opinion of women being saved, and 

then asking him what was going to happen to me and how he said he thought I was 

for the ‘fire’. This seemed to appeal to them.  

 

I now have only about 150 men in two battalions, and 200 to 250 in another 

battalion, and we might disappear anytime. I might get a job on the Grave 

Registration show, at £500 to £600 a year. Prowling about battlefields 
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I suppose looking for likely graves and digging in and seeing if one came to any 

corpse, and then digging it out and burying it in a cemetery after examining it to see 

if there was any identity disc! No one seems to volunteer for it! You might join me 

with your shovel and share my labours in digging. I haven’t been to tea with 

‘Madame’ yet, not a second time. “T’ is terrible” is what she usually says.  

 

Mrs Straker’s cheese is tophole, absolutely OK, the only thing is the others cut off 

enormous chunks and I’m afraid it won’t last. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

19 February 1919  

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letters for two days. However today one arrived! Also a letter from Holt saying I 

was still being paid as a captain on the 14th. I think I will put in for a rebate on 

income tax when I do get the pay. 

 

Very disappointing not seeing the proper aeroplane display. What I want to know is 

are our Handley Pages bigger than Gotha’s.  

 

If Edith is going to be painted as an equestrienne it might not be very attractive. I 

wish you would be done. You must be done now or never or you will be getting too 

old! I wonder Billy hasn’t had Vida done.  

 

My eatables have arrived as I have already reported. We had the prawns curried and 

they were 

 

page 2 

a great success, the brigade major said it is nice to have a change. The tongue was 

produced at breakfast this morning to my disgust. I wanted to produce it at lunch 
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when we had visitors. The others simply wolfed it! The cheese simply disappears at 

a terrible rate. It’s my chief joy during the day. I haven’t been to tea with or asked 

Madame to dinner today. I feel rather unfriendly as we are living in their house.  

 

Had a letter from Cameron saying Elizabeth had received a present ‘on behalf of 

their marriage’. He said he had a job but he would sooner be with the horses. I have 

written to him and sent him a character. Well we are still existing.  

Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

20 February 1919  

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I don’t believe it would be sound to take Northallerton if one had not got one’s £420. 

It might be done away with or I might not get on with my superiors and be kicked out 

and be left with only £300. I think I had better make certain of the £420 and I expect 

that means I should have to go on. Of course it is rather tempting to ‘settle down’. 

Northallerton would probably be another place to live at but one 

 

page 2 

might be able to live outside. It sounds rather a flat bleak place to me but I believe 

the North Riding is quite nice. If it was Richmond I should almost feel inclined to take 

it at all costs.  

 

I am glad to hear Sudain’s picture is satisfactory, but I am sure Mrs Straker wouldn’t 

crab it. She’s so tactful! She wouldn’t like us to be disappointed! 

 

I can’t get into any hunting boots so I suppose it would be really better he could give 

me some ‘ideal’ ones. I haven’t had my skates on at all 
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as the thaw came the day I got them. 

 

I gave my last lecture today. The CO said he had only ordered two companies to 

come as the third was doing something, but they all begged to be allowed to!! Isn’t 

that satisfactory? Usually everyone tries to get off a lecture but it seems they have 

really appreciated mine! Hard to believe isn’t it? I must say they are not very 

conventional as I talk in just an ordinary way about ‘blighters’ and some of my stories 

wouldn’t bear repeating at a church conference! This morning a chaplain came for 

the first 

 

page 4 

time. At least his first appearance, and said he hoped I didn’t mind his coming. He 

was so sorry he had missed he others. He was horrified when he heard the stories 

and kept saying “Beastly isn’t it?”. Just like the Boches and such like remarks! I 

believe he is quite a good fellow but rather ‘straight laced’. In these times I think it is 

important to interest the men and if you can get them wanting to come to a lecture 

and listening to it, I am sure there’s no harm in bringing in one or two slightly risqué 

stories. The CO said they had never heard 

 

page 5 

of all these things about Egypt, Gordon, Kitchener, and the Sudan, and of course 

they are not likely to have.  

 

I think it’s awfully good Ian riding second in that race at Sandown. I can’t understand 

at all how he is unfit for the Cavalry and yet can ride steeplechases for which one 

has always been told one requires to be so fit. It strikes me as extraordinary. Say 

take myself, though I may be fairly fit I shouldn’t think myself anything like fit enough 

to ride a serious steeplechase and 

 

page 6 

to make myself fit I should have to go in for a lot more exertion than I do normally.  
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You don’t mean to say that Hubert Bigge has to have a ‘keeper’. It sounds from your 

letter as if he had to. I am sure Mrs Straker didn’t say it was too soon. What must 

she have said about Ailsie? I don’t see how she could have any idea of it unless 

someone told her. What you must find out is how to avoid a recurrence as we don’t 

want an unlimited amount. Everyone must know 

 

page 7 

as very few have about 21. The only way I see is those little things I brought back, 

but there may be some other way you could easily ask Vida or Ailsie or Mrs Herbert 

Speke. I can’t remember her name. It’s all nonsense not asking.  

 

No news. Major Wittes (Ailsie’s friend) has been a trip in a car to Brussels and 

Cologne, staying two days at each place, also going to Ostende and Zeebrugge and 

Ypres. I want to do the same. At Cologne 

 

page 8 

they stayed in a Boche hotel for NOTHING, the Boches all licking their boots. They 

couldn’t get into the opera. There are a certain number of seats reserved for the 

British, but a lot of Boches go too. It’s wonderful how we have got them by the short 

hairs.  

 

About the Northallerton show, I don’t feel I can really move in the matter knowing 

nothing about the future. Anything might happen. When I know how one is placed it 

will probably be too late. When one ‘retires’ one must feel rather out of it. Nearly 

everyone wishes they hadn’t. 

 

Goodbye. Interesting to hear what they think of Irish Knight but they are such liars.  

Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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20 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen darling  

Cameron has gone to Paris and Menton with his wife today. I believe he is also 

going to try and have a look at some battlefields. I suppose Green Wilkinson is 

theoretically in command of the division now.  

 

No news, except I hear at last that I am in the [London] Gazette as brigadier of this 

brigade, but as no mail came today I haven’t seen the announcement. I am going to 

tell Holt to apply for rebate of income tax on this pay, I don’t suppose I shall get it. 

Also I believe one is entitled to rebate for children isn’t one? If so I am sure I have 

never told Holt we had any!  

 

I have had almost five hours riding today. Rode out west this morning towards Arras 

to look at the battlefields. The whole of this devastated area seems unoccupied and 

the country is all bare, with nothing but tree stumps and brick heaps. This 

 

page 2 

afternoon rode over to look at the Artillery race course, the jumps have been made 

up but it is much too heavy at present.  

 

Madame came into tea yesterday, “It is terrible’’ was as usual her chief remark. She 

naturally wants us to clear out of here. Wants me to go to tea tomorrow. There is a 

sort of stone basin in the middle of the tennis court, this was the bath made by the 

Boches. Apparently they used to bath in it and walk about the garden naked, having 

a sun bath, then have tea naked in the garden. Doesn’t it sound rather peculiar?  

 

Was that a homemade cheese of Mrs Straker’s? Rotten getting no mail, as two 

papers are too much for one day, but none at all gives one nothing to read. I have 

one or two more souvenirs, if I go to India we will never get our things displayed. I 

should like to get settled. 

Yours Hubert. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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22 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No news about myself, only that most of the remaining men are going to be drafted 

into other battalions of the division which are going forward. The remainder will be 

collected and the remains of the division will go home under Rennie. A brigade will 

only consist of about 150 men. So I shall get some orders before long. I am glad 

Carlisle property is off. As regards Yorkshire, I don’t happen to know one of the 

people on the North Riding Territorial Force Association. Look it up and see if Mrs 

Straker knows them though I don’t see how I can say definitely whether I am ready 

to take it on at once or not. President – Sir H[ugh] Bell, Lord Lieutenant; Lieutenant 

Colonel Wharton; Colonel Lord Bolton, Vice Chairman; Colonel Sir J[ames] D[igby] 

Legard; Lord Zetland, and various others. But I don’t know that 

 

page 2 

we can do anything at present.  

 

It seems to me that its absurd to talk of Charles H going back to his regiment. I 

should not have thought there was the slightest comparison between him and Ian. I 

see ‘Ballin’ is quite ‘thought of’ nowadays and that Hartigan is training him. A good 

man I should think.  

 

I had the most terrible long tea with Madame today, one and three quarter hours I 

should think. The whole time I was grunting “yes” or “fancy” whilst she yapped on. 

Whenever I said I must go, she said “my husband is just coming” and he never came 

until near the end. She said the women in Paris are “terrible” and that she had read a 

book about the ‘Quartier Francais’ in London. She and her husband went to  

 

page 3 

see all they could and she said it’s really the same in London as Paris, but in the 

former it’s not done so openly! She kept saying I ought to go to Paris as apparently 

now its hotter than ever. If I went there as a ‘General’ I should be received by 

everyone! So will you come at once and we shall have a great reception, though I 
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didn’t notice that Uncle B remarked on this. Then she talked about Roman Catholics 

and Protestants, and thought confessions were all nonsense and had been telling 

the curate so. She said she preferred the Protestant religion as it was more practical.  

 

Well I seem to be going to Waterloo and Brussels and possibly a further tour shortly. 

I am going in a car and have to conduct 

 

page 4 

parties of officers who are going in lorries to explain Waterloo to them. Unfortunately 

I have hardly ever read about it, and certainly know nothing whatever about it which 

sounds awkward.  

 

Jackson has written to say the Crowe Hall mortgage is going to be paid off, old 

Tugwell having died about 10 days ago. I can claim six months’ notice but he 

imagines I shan’t want anything like so much (just like him!). In the meantime I have 

written to Holt to ask him what he advises to give at least the same amount of 

interest. I forget what that is and how much the capital is, £6000 as far as I can 

remember. You might send him the details perhaps ‘with reference to my letter’. I 

told him £6000 but I expect he can tell from the dividends. 

Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

23 February 1919  

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I see Mathews is mentioned in despatches (Mesopotamia), he is now brevet 

lieutenant colonel. I suppose he will get DSO. It seems such rot that he is really 

senior to me owing to the brevet, though he has only commanded a battalion, and 

that only in Mesopotamia. However it doesn’t really make any difference. I don’t see 

Billy Bigge’s name. I saw Pell Fellowes’ in the Zeebrugge despatch. I think my 

relations have done better than yours. You have only got Uncle Billy. I have Pell 
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Fellowes, Edgar Morant, Hubert Morant, Percy Ricketts, a Parry (killed)! I think that’s 

the lot. I see young Rogerson has been made aide de camp to someone.  

 

I have heard from Cox. He says my pay will be all right now. Have done nothing 

about Yorkshire. I hear from Mrs Jerwood again. Just the usual sort of rot, John not a 

robust boy. It’s terrible Airman being lame behind! Today, this morning, I rode 17 

miles before lunch on Joey over the devastated area 

 

page 2 

quite good galloping. Sending off nearly all our men on Tuesday. I must be ordered 

off shortly. They are playing ‘ping pong’ now. I have never played it. I hate playing a 

game I don’t know. I am rather looking forward to my Brussels trip. I think it starts on 

Thursday. Today is Sunday.  

 

Achilles is thinking of sending Mrs Straker a camouflage helmet. I have bought a 

Boche officers revolver for 50 francs. Achilles produced it.  

 

Cochrane seems a man who all ladies like. I should not have thought he was 

particularly thrilling to a lady but not bad for a man as he knows about sport etc. and 

is pretty good at games. I am glad Eliza has got to live with Cameron. I suppose the 

Barretts job is off. September would be the earliest time for going to India. You would 

not be able in any case to come out before the following September. 

 

I see Wavebeam won with Anthony. Was it too light or too uncertain jumper for Ian. 

He will be pleased, £170 towards 

 

page 3 

training expenses. Certainly rough off Sudain. it will be much too late for me to use 

him even if I do come home. Hunting will finish early in March. Whether he is fired or 

not I suppose depends on Elphick though in any case I believe it would be a sound 

thing to do. I suppose he isn’t really lame but what does Elphick say is the matter. 
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I think you had better send the photos out if you have them now otherwise keep 

them. I think one badge would be sufficient for Cameron’s etc. photoframe. 

 

These secretary-ships do last for ever I think unless they are abolished altogether 

but I suppose you might not ‘get on’ at any time. Napier Clavering was the 

Northumberland one before the war. I expect Uncle B would like it but he wants £420 

first. I think he might get this 

 

page 4 

but if he does I don’t see why I should not, except that he is brevet lieutenant 

colonel. I am thinking of writing to Colonel Vane who lives at Darlington. Darwin 

might be influential as he married a Miss Wharton. Glad Doreen liked her letters.  

 

Am going to the 12th Division races tomorrow. We don’t seem to shine in that line. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

[24] February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I had a big mail today. Two from you, one from Percy, one from my old signalling 

officer, one from Mike Peel, and another from an old colonel. 

 

As regards the sale of horses I know all the regulations about it. What you say is 

correct about a horse you have sold to the government, but not about one you want 

to buy for ‘sentimental’ reasons. When that is called in you send in a paper with its 

marks etc. and the address of the person to represent you at the auction, and they 

then notify this person of date and places of sale (Tattersalls). 

 

I am glad to hear Mr Straker thought my draughtsmanship was so good, though I am 

surprised he thinks my seat and figure capable of being 
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flattered. I am certain he did mean it! Re: Ian, I didn’t see ‘The Sportsman’ but I am 

glad they made nice remarks about his riding. The Times didn’t say much. I read 

every word they say.  

 

Please thank Doreen for her long letter. I might get her a doll at Cologne, – if I get 

there! Rennie has now announced his desire to come too. Its rather a nuisance but I 

suppose he will have to. It will be a pretty expensive trip but I think I ought to do it. I 

am sending back two German boxes containing ‘spare kit’, thick pyjamas, spare 

mackintoshes, trench boots, saddle bags etc.  

 

I am glad you like Sudain. I hope it is typical of Northumberland scenery. I think the 

sooner Doreen leaves the Leazes the better. She will get such terrific grand 

 

page 3 

ideas about everything. Very bad for her when she will only have 2d a month 

allowance! I am glad she daren’t ask to have Candie painted – one advantage of her 

being shy!  

 

The people in Germany have plenty of guns I believe as the Germans had to hand in 

all theirs and we use them. But shooting of most things has been stopped. 

 

I went to a race meeting today (XIIth Division). A very good course not too big and all 

beautifully marked out with white railings, stands etc. 

 

Percy is full of grumbles about his job. We seem to be taking great care now that the 

German prisoners are looked after, that they have decent boots, no lice etc. Percy 

seems very worried by inspectors. According to him, Dolly isn’t at all well, has got 

‘Fibrositis’ 

 

page 4 

or inflammation of the fibrous tissues whatever that means, and he says apparently 

other complications.  
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Re: firing Sudain. I feel it would be a good thing to have done and now is the best 

time. Of course Elphick probably won’t hear of it.  

 

Rennie said he had heard from General Mends, Chief Secretary of Yorkshire 

Territorial Force Association and he said he didn’t think the job would suit him. First a 

good deal of WORK, a good deal tied down, pay (he says) only about £320-350. He 

(Mends) originally said it was £420 and a bleak part of the country! If you live in the 

north you must expect it to be ‘bleak’ I suppose. So it doesn’t sound so awfully good. 

Yours ever 

Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

25 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

No letter. Sunday I suppose. My motor trip is going to be next Thursday –  27th 

Waterloo, Brussels; 28th Louvain, Cologne; 1st Cologne; 2nd Brussels; 3rd Ostende 

and Zeebrugge; 4th Paschendale and home via Lille. Rennie and Morgan, one of my 

COs – a very nice fellow, are coming too. You have been to Waterloo haven’t you. 

We have a lecture before leaving here. About 40 officers are going in two lorries.  

 

Today about 250 men left. I enclose what I said to them. This lot gave three cheers 

for the brigadier but I think they were rather tight. I always ask if they have any 

complaints. Two men came forward. One said he had been concussed and had got 

some pieces in him but he was said to have been only reported sick and not 

wounded so he could not count three wound stripes. So then he said his sister was 

dying and his grandmother was dead! I said I was afraid a sister was nothing and a 

grandmother absolutely 

 

page 2 

hopeless as an excuse to get off Army of Occupation. The other man I think said he 

had somebody dying so I said he had better apply at the other end. They all try to get 
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off on ‘compassionate grounds’ for all sorts of harrowing stories. Fortunately I don’t 

have to decide but they go on to GHQ where I don’t know who does it.  

 

Now the brigade is nearly down to cadre. Each battalion has about 130 men, real 

cadre is 50. There really is nothing to do. Brigade Major was in bed all the morning. 

He seems to get heads. Perhaps it’s from being concussed. The staff captain slept 

most of the afternoon. Really it’s difficult to know what excuse to go out for. It’s not 

inviting.  

 

I feel we really ought to take a house. Supposing I get two months leave. I feel we 

ought to do something on our own. Otherwise it would be awfully boring being in 

lodgings but still other people have to be. We seem to be so rooted at the Leazes. All 

the rest of the family must 
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be remarking on it. What could we do? Go to Alnwick or somewhere just to pretend 

we are making an effort. Of course they are exceptionally awkward times when one 

hasn’t the foggiest idea what is going to happen but still lots of others are in the 

same state living a hand to mouth existence. I wonder what Mr Straker thinks of the 

coal outlook. It looks as if the government would have to take over the mines doesn’t 

it? 

 

Had a letter from Turner today. He says he expects to take 2nd Battalion cadre 

home within a month and then hand it over to me! I wonder isn’t it rather our luck 

about India. I am unlucky.  

 

I play bridge and never win or even have a decent hand. Unlucky in cards and life 

generally and lucky in love! I must say I don’t think I have had much luck in the war 

except in not being killed. 
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Goodbye Helen 

Yours Hubert 
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PS 

What was Johnny Pawson tried for? 

 

What does Mr Straker recommend to invest the mortgage in? When does Haig want 

paying? He will probably die before he puts me on Sudain! 
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[Morant’s speech to the men leaving] 

Officers, NCOs and men of the 4/5/7th [Battalions] Duke of Wellington. I just want to 

say goodbye to you all and to tell you how much appreciated. The way you, who 

were here in October and November. fought in the various operations this brigade 

carried out, and also how much I have appreciated the way you have behaved since 

we have been here in this rather dull village of Auby. The conduct of the brigade has, 

I consider, to have been exemplary. 

 

Well now the time has come for the brigade to be broken up and however much we 

may regret it, it is not ours to reason why as it has got to be done. The sooner it is 

finished and we all get settled the better. I think everyone will admit that the present 

system of demobilisation is a fair one but I should not like the 1916-17 men to think 

that because they are kept on and don’t get a Mons ribbon, that your services have 

not been appreciated. 

 

Everyone knows that a man who went through the Somme and the Third Battle of 

Ypres has been through the worst times of this war, and have done their bit right 

well. Also you men have the satisfaction of possibly taking your final objective by 

getting into Germany, as well as knowing that if the war starts again you’ll be first 

into it. 

 

Now don’t forget to try and look your best when you arrive at the end of your journey. 

I know it is difficult to look well at the end of these railway journeys but try your best 

and do credit to your units and the 147th Brigade. Everyone will be on the look out to 

see what sort of a lot you look. Also if any of you meet me at any time here or in 
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England, come up and say you belonged to 147th Brigade and have a talk about 

what we did in the Great War. 

 

page 6 

Now I won’t say any more but goodbye. I wish you the best of luck and safe home, 

and a good time where you are going! 

Three cheers for the brigadier! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

28 February 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I am writing this in a German bed! Not with a fraulein by my side as I forgot my 

chocolate! Rennie, Colonel Morgan, and self, left yesterday via Valenciennes, Mons, 

Charleroi (where we had lunch), Waterloo, to Brussels where we arrived about 6pm 

and stayed at Palace Hotel. We looked at all the monuments and Hougoumont Farm 

at Waterloo and climbed up the mound. As I had my British warm coat, fleece lining, 

and heavy mack on, I nearly expired honestly before I got to the top. We had beastly 

weather cold hail and rainstorms all day.  

 

We went to dine at a café which we were told was best, ‘du Chapon Fin’. Very quiet 

dull place, but good food. Cocktails, oysters, potage, sole, duck. The duck was 25 

Francs each so apparently the duck cost 75 francs or £3 nearly! Sounds rather 

expensive one but it was very well cooked. The dinner seemed to cost £2.10 per 

head.  

 

Then we went 
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to three dancing cafes where there were crowds of demi mondaines I suppose, 

officers English and Belgian, and some civilians. You could walk up to any of the 

girls and ask them to dance, then it was quite ‘comme il faut’ when the dance ended 
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to leave them and go back to your place, or you could sit with if you wanted. I didn’t 

dance, they were all tango-jazz dances. The girls, a few of them quite nice looking, 

day dresses and hats, nearly all in black. There were a few flappers in very short 

clothes, colours, and tights. I think they were hired by, or belonged, to the cafes. 

They danced with anyone too. Then they sent round the plate for money about every 

half hour, and you ordered drinks at ruinous prices. The ladies put their left arms 

round the man’s neck, sometimes both arms round his neck. Sometimes held their 

faces so close to his that they rubbed together! Sometimes pulled his ear etc! The 

whole place seemed mad on dancing. We stayed watching 
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till about 1am. Morgan danced several times.  

 

I had a very good bed and bathroom attached, quite as good as Brown’s for 12Fr 50 

which isn’t more than about 10/-. But we paid 7 Francs for an omelette and ham for 

breakfast with coffee.  

 

We left at 9.30am this morning via Louvain and Aix la Chappelle for Cologne. 

Louvain showed very distinct signs of having been burnt by the Boches. Quite a lot 

of it was in ruins far worse than I expected. The beautiful Town Hall was intact. It 

came on very cold wet, hail and snow, very unpleasant in open car without hood up. 

We lunched at Aix at a French officers’ club, all cafes being closed at 2pm by order. 

We crossed the frontier just before reaching Aix. Road crosses very high ground and 

is very bad as neither side worries about keeping it in repair, and it runs through 

rather nice wild forest and heathery country.  

 

After crossing the Meuse the country is not so dead flat, as further 
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through most of the way to Cologne it is more or less ‘industrial’ mines and factories, 

the German ones all working away like blazes. The German part of the road was 

excellent.  
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We arrived here Cologne about 6pm. I believe you have been here! Seems a very 

fine town and plenty of hotels. The British have commandeered the ‘Dhom’ near the 

cathedral and, the Town Major gives you billets there or at other hotels. The Dhom 

was full so we were given them at the ‘Disch’. Not bad but nothing wonderful. 

 

We were put ‘in rations’ which means you get more or less ration food and can have 

fish, coffee etc. extra. Including wine our dinner only cost 25 Frs a head. A bottle of 

beer afterwards which cost us 5Fr at Brussels, only cost 1 Franc. Food is quite 

difficult to get I believe, unless you are ‘in rations’. 

 

Everybody seems very quiet nothing going on like at Brussels, but of course swarms 

of Boches about who are very polite. 
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Their men in uniform salute one much better than our own, and civilians sometimes 

take their hats off and seem very civil. It was 125 miles at least today from Brussels 

here. 

 

These are the sorts of hats - all black – a lot of them what I call Toques. I can’t draw 

them properly of course but this is the sort of idea. 

 

Both arms around man’s neck. In any case one. 

 

The flappers dresses were quite as short as this. 
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I had a very comfortable bed, and am going to see if I can find a doll for Doreen and 

something for Mike Peel, 
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and possibly the Mellor and Picketts boys. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen darling, 

Have just returned and found about half a dozen letters from you. I am very glad to 

hear you have practically recovered but it seems impossible the children should 

escape it in the same house. It is a horrible complaint. I suppose you had a 

comparatively mild attack, but I can imagine quite unpleasant. 

 

I could not post my letter at Brussels so brought it along with me. We took a guide 

round Brussels, there did not seem much to see. In the afternoon Rennie and 

Morgan went to a picture gallery which did not turn out very interesting. I did not go 

as it meant getting very wet, and wandering about looking for it. 

 

In the evening we went to the opera, and though I went to sleep during it, I quite 

enjoyed  
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it. Afterwards we went to a dancing place and then back to the hotel which was really 

the best dancing place. I didn’t watch it for long, and didn’t venture to dance. Rennie 

did once, and Morgan several times. Lots of girls of course gave me the glad eye!  

 

Next day we left for Ghent and lunched at Bruges. The menu showed ‘Contre-filet à 

la something’. Rennie asked what sort of dish this was and the manageress said Oh! 

roast beef. So we said all right. When it was served they were very solid looking 
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coarse grained hunks of meat without a sign of any fat, so I said to the waiter, “Est-

ce ceci Cheval?” He said “Yes, it is really!!” Served with it was rotten stewed red 

cabbage. I ate a certain amount of both, and remembered them for the rest of the 

day. Wasn’t it horrid? Then 
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we pushed off to Zeebrugge, this was very interesting, went to the end of the ‘Mole’ 

and saw where HMS Vindictive landed her party, and the machine gun posts they 

attacked. The Boche guns were still in position, but damaged by them before they 

left.  

 

Having read the despatch in The Times very carefully, I knew more about it than the 

sailors and a naval officer on the spot. They seemed (the sailors) to take very little 

interest. I saved the despatch and plan especially for the visit, but Morgan left it at 

Cologne. Then we went to see the ships sunk in the entrance of the canal and they 

were quite well placed, and there must have been machine guns close to them. 

Altogether I think it was a jolly, 
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jolly good show and quite worth the VCs. Some of the Boche guns had been taken 

away by them, but there were lots of guns along the sea front, and all the way to 

Ostende at intervals. We saw not very much signs of our shelling.  

 

The road to Ostende was asphalt and in very good order. Here we spent the night. 

We were so frightened of more horseflesh that we wouldn’t have any meat. We 

hoped to live on fish, but they had very little and none for breakfast. So we had 

omelettes etc. in spite of the waiter bringing in the raw beef to show us it really was 

beef. 

 

We went to see the Vindictive which was afloat alongside the further side of the 

harbour (pier). We walked out along the pier on our side of the harbour to look at her 

about 300 yards from us. She did 
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not look so frightfully battered but of course rusty etc. Part of the pier had been 

damaged and there were only two planks to walk on for about 100 yards, with no 

railing part of the way and anywhere only a very low one. I was in my long ‘mack’, 

which blew about in quite a fairly strong wind, and I felt jolly uncomfortable looking 

down at the surging sea about 30 or 40 feet below, and feeling the slightest slip or 

mistake I should be drowned for a certainty! Before returning I took the mack off and 

carried it, which was better, but even that wasn’t too pleasant! I am not too good at 

tight rope walking! Anyhow I got back safe and was jolly glad when I got onto the 

broad part.  

 

The Town of Ostende 
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was practically intact. The casino looked in perfect order and was to be opened in 

May. Of course there were practically no visitors there. The station and docks were 

shelled and bombed, and a few bombs I believe fell in the town, but on the whole it 

was in very good order. The guns were chiefly near the harbour and on the flanks of 

the town. I forgot to say the submarine that was detailed to charge the non-solid part 

of the Mole at Zeebrugge and then blow itself up did splendidly, as there was a gap 

of about 30 yards in it, the man who did it got a VC but died shortly after from 

Influenza!  

 

We left Ostende the next morning (today) and went to Ypres 
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via Passchendaele (where I was with 14th Division) and Poelcappelle where I was 

with the 18th Division, and along the road where we made a successful raid and 

captured four or six Boches prisoners.  

 

From here to Ypres is complete devestation and all this country thereabouts ought to 

be preserved to show what war is really like. Things are much as they were. Old 
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tanks, and all the battered remains of a battlefield, shells etc. lying about still. Thickly 

dotted with graves, mostly marked ‘An Unknown British soldier’.  

 

I collected two very large and heavy shell cases about twice the size of the last big 

ones, all 
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very rusty but I believe cleanable, and two helmets, one a Belgian, other a French. 

So as to have German, British, French, and Belgian pattern.  

 

Then we went onto the outskirts of Ypres, and down the Menin Road past where I 

was in 1915, past Hooge, Inverness Copse, and the crater where Jerwood did so 

well, to where I was in November 1917, Polderhoek Chateau, the mound I sketched. 

It didn’t seem a very formidable place. It was what it looked, a heap of bricks with a 

‘pill box’ at the back of it, but we hadn’t smashed the pill box in spite of the 

thousands of big shells fired at it. I saw the pill box where I developed sciatica about 

500 yards away, and really I was quite brave 
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the way I walked up to the front line in the early morning in full view from the 

‘Chateau’, but at that time of day the Boches didn’t seem to mind as he moved about 

also.  

 

Then we went on through Gheluvelt where they had heavy fighting in 1914, to Menin, 

thence to Lille where we had lunch about 3.15pm. Thence home about 5pm.  

 

The trip cost £24-£25, for the 6 days. It would have been more but we lived so cheap 

at Cologne! Seems a lot, no Grand National after this! We must have motored nearly 

600 miles all for nothing except feeding the Chauffeur and giving him a tip. Of course 

we had to give him about 
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17/- a day for his food.  

 

Nothing much has happened since I have been away, more men have been 

demobilised and now I don’t suppose we have much more than 300 men left, 150 or 

more of whom have to go back to England with the equipment. I saw ‘Captain White’, 

do you remember the gunner who was a good cricketer at Newcastle before the war, 

he used to hunt quietly and I believe he sang or did something of that sort, he was at 

Brussels.  

 

Now I think I have told you everything! Now for your letters. The Germans did not 

destroy anything at Waterloo, as the victory was really due to 
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them arriving on the scene, naturally they are very proud of it. Blucher was over 70 

and had already had a toss in a Cavalry charge and been shaken up, but 

nevertheless urged his men on to be in the fight at all costs!  

 

Rennie is off Northallerton, but honestly I must not go for it ‘blind’ I think. It is very 

good of Mr Straker if he has written, anyhow they have not written to me so far. I 

always read every word of the racing in The Times, and look to see if Ian is riding. I 

saw he rode one of Uncle Alf’s in Ireland, second favourite and finished nowhere! 

You have never explained why he is able to ‘ride’ and yet be unfit for the Cavalry! Is 

Ballin supposed 
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to be running in the National? Or isn’t it decided? I was very glad to see he won that 

race on Ballin. I didn’t know Wavebeam fell with him, in fact I had not seen that he 

rode him, I don’t think I thought Anthony did, but he may have the second time. 

MacCruden is at No. 5 Ward, Northumberland Hospital, Gosforth. You might go and 

see him!  
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The Oysters have arrived. They are almost too many for us I think. Tonight we had 

them but only two ate them. I had to eat a dozen and open them before eating which 

rather put me off as I felt I was eating them alive! I may give some away. 

 

I feel quite enthusiastic about trying 
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to dance, no particular step, but just seeing if I could shuffle round more or less in 

time. Some of the men didn’t seem to find it necessary to do anything special.  

 

I expect Haig expects to be paid, but it’s rather a curious situation. If he is paid, it 

means he will never come to put me in, so I think we had better not. In the meantime 

has he finished Sudain off or left a gap in him to put me in?  

 

I can’t understand Richmond not being better than Northumberland It is close to the 

moors, fishing, and scenery and lovely dales etc! You must have had a long day at 

Kirkharle, I thought you weren’t supposed to hunt. Certainly  
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the Atkinsons seem peculiar. It sounds as if Paddy was letting himself in properly. I 

don’t suppose anyone would marry him for love, as he seems half-daft. The only way 

I know is Lady Milbank’s and you won’t try that! Yes we must give Belinda a present. 

You buy it. 

 

Holt gives the following investments: 

1. India 3½. Price 71. Yield 5% 

2. 5% war stock 1929-47. Price 95⅛. Yield £5.6. 

3. Commonwealth Australia 

4. 5½ % Loan 1922-27. 100 ½. Yield 5 ½ % 

5. New South Wales 5½ Loan 1922-27. 98¾. £5.11.0 

6. Province British Columbia 4½% 1941. 90. 5% 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/185-223. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

I think half in no.4 and half in no.5. Will you ask Mr Straker at once and let me know 

as quick as possible. 
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Holt I find knows the amount. 

 

Well goodbye, I enclose some photos for my book. Show Mr Straker Joey, it’s not 

complimentary as it was taken on a very cold day and by a man who knew nothing 

about horses or how they should stand. 

Yours Hubert.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

10 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I was very glad to see two letters this morning in ink! I thought it must mean you are 

better. I hope the improvement is maintained and that you don’t go and do too much. 

Northallerton is settled apparently. We are not to live there it seems.  

 

A ray of hope! This morning a list came round of regular battalions for foreign 

service. No Durham Light Infantry on it! BUT it referred to a former list which we 

have not had and one or other battalion must be on that. But 
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again Gillam’s battalion, which has been abroad nearly as long as the 68th (1st 

Battalion), is down on the list as being for abroad so that it is going to remain abroad. 

In that case the 68th may be going to be kept abroad at any rate for the present so 

that Bordon may be our fate. It doesn’t do to be in a hurry. No one knows what their 

future is going to be. The thing is to keep cool! and trust to providence. Take no 

thought for the morrow!  
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It was awfully kind of Mr and Mrs Straker to write about me but I expect they have 

lots of Yorkshiremen. I sent  
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no details. I don’t know what the divisional commander may have said but I said I 

didn’t know if I wanted it or not as I didn’t know anything about it at the time or my 

future.  

 

It is rather serious about Ian but those sort of things have happened before, and the 

riders have generally been whitewashed though the horses may have been 

disqualified. I expect in this case they are sure to make it alright. I am very 

disappointed at never having found Ian’s photo but you will probably have it at the 

Leazes. Why is it dreadful? Green Wilkinson seems to have seen it.  

 

The fraulein doll went off about three days ago in a specially made box. I don’t 

 

page 4 

think it ought to be broken. Good Dick winning his race. I don’t think Achilles knows 

about McCruden being so ill.  

 

Joey is still with me. I have merely sent in the form which I feel is bound to get lost as 

Joey is here and the form somewhere else. I suppose it wouldn’t be worth going to 

more than £60 for an old horse and nothing to look at. Especially as we may not 

want a horse! In the form I said they were to let Mr Straker know place and date of 

sale. I expect David will prove a clever little brute.  

 

The GSO [General Staff Officer] of the division has just been here and thinks we are 

pretty sure to disappear in a week or 10 days, where to? Divisional Commander 

back and Sir Douglas Haig going to shake me by the hand on Wednesday! Hope you 

continue to progress.  

Yours Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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11 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Quite a balmy wind today, quite spring like and the sort of day one used ‘to walk a 

point to point course’. Sir D Haig has postponed his visit 24 hours.  

 

Today I have been quite energetic, walked to Green Wilkinson’s village this morning, 

rode about six miles out this afternoon to get two shell cases, and walked out again 

after tea to an old chateau gate way near here which I told my fellows about. Two of 

them ‘sketch’. 

 

page 2 

 

This is the sort of thing. It has 1350 on it. Inside the archway are a number of coats 

of arms, all damaged by shellfire, with dates beginning 1224 or even earlier. There is 

a big shell hole in the left tower. The end building attached on the right is a chateau 

dated 1650. The chateau itself has disappeared and there is a modern, quite good 

house, instead but it is all knocked about by shell fire. It’s the only nice bit of 

architecture about here and it’s sad for the family that 

 

page 3 

everything is in such an awful state. There are a few Army Service Corps men living 

in the towers. I don’t think the house is habitable. The coats of arms looked so nice 

though much damaged. 
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I am thinking of riding to Vimy Ridge tomorrow quite 12 miles from here and drawing 

a panorama of the view from there. Of course it’s all devastated country you see 

from there except in the distance. No letter today.  

 

‘Madame’ has been away for a long time but her daughter is here now. Not a bad 

looking girl about 

 

page 4 

18. She does official work between her father (the mayor) and us. This evening she 

stalked in to say they couldn’t buy the huts we would sell. Rather brave of her. She 

talks English. We are thinking of asking them to a dance in their house before we go. 

There is an awful companion. Whenever she speaks her mouth goes to an angle. 

Everyone hates the sight of her. There would only be Madame, the daughter and 

crooked mouth!  

 

I believe Cameron is trying to get a Handley Page to take us to Cologne. I rather 

hope he doesn’t as I may have to go and might be seasick. 

 

page 5 

It’s all very well for him, he got a flying certificate before the war and wears wings or 

one on his coat!  

 

I see Ballin is mentioned in Morning Post as the best of the lightweight contingent. 

Whether ridden by his owner carrying a few pounds over or not! That is rather 

complimentary of Ian isn’t it. Most owners would be sufficient to crab their horse, let 

alone riding overweight.  

 

I wonder how you are after getting up. I trust none the worse. I wonder too if you will 

ever send an answer re: those investments. 

 

page 6 

I suppose they are really all good and that there’s nothing to choose. I may already 

have some of them. I am waiting till I hear before letting Holt know what to buy. 
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Rennie has moved to Douai now as nearly all his men have gone, and he was very 

uncomfortable in his village. He feeds at Divisional HQ so keeps in well with 

Cameron I expect. 

 

Joey looks pretty awful now. He is covered with long grey hairs, looks almost a roan! 

Sudain looks 

 

page 7 

awful too at this time of year. Mrs Straker’s tongue hasn’t arrived yet.  

 

Rutherford and De Veulle never seem to end. I don’t know how many times they 

have already discussed the same points and yet they haven’t really begun yet. 

 

They are getting on with the ploughing out here now, say about here which hasn’t 

been cultivated for four years and now is semi-grass. They have some of these 

motor ploughs. I should think they were quite good. The bridges  

 

page 8 

over the canal are a very slow business. Iron ones, are blown in two places, and 

most of the iron work is lying in the canal.  

 

If you want something to do you might sort my letters in chronological order i.e. 

according to dates, so that if I write the ‘History’ of 10th DLI, I can look them through 

and see if there is anything in them useful. Hoping you are going on well. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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13 March 1919 

page 1 

What a quaint little photo of Doreen. 

 

Helen Darling 

Commander in Chief [Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig] came today. Arrived in an 

open Rolls Royce with front and rear windscreens. He is nice looking but not so 

young as he looks in his photos. He shook hands with each one of us and asked a 

few questions. To me he said “how many years’ service have you?” I replied “about 

29”. Then he said what division did you start in. I said “the same as General Rennie 

in the 14th”. So he said “well then you have a great record!” That was about the lot. 

Then he said “well gentlemen I won’t say any more but I wish 

 

page 2 

to thank you for all you have done for me and I say goodbye and wish you the best 

of luck”. A very brief visit.  

 

As regards our fortune I can’t do anything anyhow yet. You can’t change regiments 

easily. Supposing someone was to come hopping into mine how furious I would be. 

The most one could do would be to arrange an exchange with someone which is a 

difficult matter. You can’t get jobs at the War Office by asking for them. To begin with 

I have no staff experience! So I can’t do anything at any rate at present and very 

doubtful if ever. So it’s no good worrying about the future honestly. I expect to be 

kicked out of 
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this in about 10 days anyhow. Rennie doesn’t know what he is going to do. He told 

Haig he expected he would go to be second in command of his battalion. I told Haig I 

expected to go to command one of my battalions (I forgot that he asked this). But 

nobody knows yet. Cameron told him the same. I didn’t see the 1st Division meeting 

as we don’t get the field. I am not sure that Joey doesn’t make a slight whistle at a 

trot. My groom was riding behind me yesterday and I noticed it. I am going to send 
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Doreen a postcard every day. I bought some in Douai of the Boches when they were 

there. You might perhaps 

 

page 4 

keep a few for me.  

 

I also send my sketch from Vimy Ridge. The distance is all supposed to be looked 

down upon from the Ridge and shows the importance of it to us as you see you can 

see for 14 miles or more and look down upon the Hun. The Huns when they had it of 

course could not be seen behind it. The Canadians took it in April 1917. From the 

Ridge to Douai is practically all waste land but is gradually coming under cultivation. 

It is mostly inhabited by Boche prisoners who are gradually collecting shells material.  

 

Delighted you have recovered.  

Y[our]s Hubert. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

13 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Cameron gave us a lecture on the plans made at the War Office before the war, for 

moving our troops to France. He was at the War Office then. Afterwards he came to 

lunch. No news.  

 

I see Ballin discussed in the Times. The man says the National, he thinks, is beyond 

him. I see he is given as likely to win yesterday. He really must be a good horse. 

Achilles wants me to bring a German rifle home. Its against the rules but I have had 

a box made for it. I feel rather frightened about it and don’t want it frightfully. What a 

pity we had Soudain examined when he was sound! I always said I thought it was his 

foot. His feet are naturally contracted and one was hot. I don’t think it’s worth firing 

him when he’s lame in the feet! Is he being kept up for ever. I should turn him out. 

We can always take him up at any time. When you 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/185-223. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

page 2 

use other people’s grooms you always get done as you don’t like to haggle with 

them. Why don’t you make the blacksmith send in his bill direct. It’s absolute robbery 

13/6-. 

 

You do want me. Very nice for the Hornbys but sad they should have to do it. You 

seem to want me to be an invalid for a cheap visit. I am so sorry for Doreen 

expecting the doll momentarily. Remembering the anxious times I have had waiting 

for things and going to call for them and never coming. I am so afraid she might be 

disappointed with its size, looks, clothes etc. I don’t know what is the right thing. It 

hasn’t got a dress as far as I remember, only chemise. Don’t you make the dresses? 

It was about 38 marks which isn’t really 30/-, 1 franc = 1.60 marks and a franc isn’t a 

shilling. It might be a £1 or 16/- I suppose. Something of that sort. 

 

page 3 

But it’s quite small.  

 

Fancy Arthur J not letting you off. I never imagined he would return it! I long to get 

settled too and arrange our things but one must do the best whatever that is, and not 

do things that one will regret after. 

 

Billy B is certain to be demobilised as all 1914 officers can be. It seems awful waste 

the amount of pay he has drawn for nothing, but lots more have too. No I don’t think 

it was true about Achilles. I think he only went and rotted and ragged wherever it 

was. He is sending Mrs Straker a camouflaged helmet.  

 

I got the first photo. I haven’t had any more serious applications for others but may 

do. It seems so funny I may be ordered anywhere at any moment but have no idea 

when or whither.  

 

I don’t think Joey does whistle. I think it’s the 
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other horse!  

 

No foreign decorations are coming my way, that’s certain. Neither Cameron, Green 

Wilkinson, Rennie, or the GSOI [General Staff Officer I] (Colonel Scobell) have got 

one. They would be sure to get them before me. Yet so many have got them, and 

Uncle B years ago.  

 

There is some sort of warbler or nightingale that sings in the garden about 6-7.30am. 

Rather a peculiar time isn’t it? What about when I come on leave, what are we going 

to do. Are we going to hang on at the Leazes or go away and take lodgings 

somewhere? Where can we fish? Or do something on our own. And have you 

consulted Mrs Straker as where we are going to settle and what we are going to do if 

we don’t? 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

14 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I am glad indeed you are alright again. ‘Miss Peel from London’ sounds rather a 

vague definition of Mrs H Straker! I am awfully sorry you can’t get your old friend, 

that nurse. You don’t seem so keen on your babies as Mrs Jerwood! She was in 

raptures at the thought of one even!  

 

Did you read the Times about Ian? at Gatwick or Hurst Park. I see he was second to 

Percy Woodland. The Morning Post said he rode very well. He seems to be a subject 

for writing about nowadays. There seem to be hardly any other gentlemen riding, 

and no soldiers. Ballin seems doing very well and might easily win at Liverpool with a 

bit of luck. I suppose it’s quite doubtful if Ian will ride if he has to put up weight, but it 

certainly seems rather a chance. It would be a record for an officer on half pay on 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/185-223. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

page 2 

account of ill health to win!  

 

It’s been very cold the last few days. East wind and more or less raining. I see Haig 

is going to be Commander in Chief in England. A man sent round to lecture today 

said they had only got 40000 volunteers for the regular army so perhaps there won’t 

be any regiment to send to India. Another argument in favour of hanging on.  

 

Today I made sketches of pill boxes along the canal here. They are rather interesting 

as samples of German work and are all intact as they didn’t really fight here.  

 

I hope the baby will be a boy then we can bring it up like Ian is bringing up John. 

Knock it about and throw things at it and make it hard! I always have had an idea 

that that is the way one ought to be brought up and not told “don’t touch that dog as 

he will bite you” sort of thing! But it is difficult. 

 

Mrs Straker’s tongue hasn’t arrived yet. I had an egg for breakfast today! The first 

one for over six months! Breakfast has consisted of porridge and bacon for seven 

months!  

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

20 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I got Mrs Straker’s belated letter today. I thought she didn’t owe me one as I 

remember getting another from her but I was very glad to get it.  

 

I heard what my orders say. They begin at GHQ “Please give compliments to 

Brigadier General Morant and inform him he has been appointed to the command of 

his battalion as from January? 7th. He should join as soon as his present 
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employment ceases”, or words to that effect. Then it is passed on by various people 

to inform me but hasn’t reached 

 

page 2 

one yet. It says nothing about where the battalion is, or leave or anything so I believe 

the division have sent to find out the details before sending it on to me. So I suppose 

I shall actually get the orders tomorrow or next day so shall probably not start before 

22nd or 23rd. I shan’t hurry as there is no object in starting leave or anything else 

sooner than necessary. What do you propose we do? I have evidently got the 2nd 

Battalion at Bordon. It’s really rather an 

 

page 3 

effort beginning the same old thing all over again from the beginning, having raised 

one battalion now apparently I have to raise another. I feel really rather sick of it! 

However it may be better and not so much of a rush in peace time, and we’ll hope 

with officers who know more.  

 

I was shopping all the morning in Douai buying champagne, new potatoes, salad, 

paté de foie gras, veal, fish, nuts for a dinner tonight as I am asking the three 

commanding officers and a major for a last dinner.  

 

I really feel rather 

 

page 4 

depressed at the outlook generally. It does seem such rot going down again as soon 

as peace begins but I suppose it is the same for everyone. I do think one has earned 

one’s pension of £420 after four and a half years’ war, wounds, and worry! I wish I 

knew what we were going to do and more about things generally. I feel I had better 

stay a night or two in London to see about things. I could stay probably at rooms 

near my club. I don’t think it’s worthwhile you coming up. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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21 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

I am in Douai now. We moved in yesterday. The idea is that having demobilised 

nearly all the horses we must be near a station. So now all the remains of the 

division are concentrated here. I am awaiting orders as so far I have only been 

informed that I am selected to command vice Goring-Jones but I have no orders to 

depart. These may come at any moment as I am doing nothing here.  

 

We are in quite a fine house rather like the Mitchell’s Hill Street house in a way. 

Marble and stone and parquet floors, and large glass doors and very high rooms. 

The dining room is very big and lofty and oak panelled from which the Boches have 

removed the tapestry or whatever it was. There is hardly any furniture in the house, 

 

page 2 

the Huns have removed it.  

 

Yesterday we climbed to the top of the cathedral, about 300 steps and had a fine 

view all round. We dropped several bombs at the cathedral and made an enormous 

hole in the roof! If the Huns had done it we should have said what vandals! They 

collected all the brass and bronze of course. In September last, before retiring they 

removed a big bronze statue of St Peter, but it was found later not far from the town 

– the Huns being in too much of a hurry –  and it is now back in the cathedral.  

 

I see the two Atkinsons engagements in the paper. An ‘Engineer Commander’ in the 

Navy is always looked down upon. They are usually, I believe, not gentlemen and 

are smuggy sort of people. Paddy Atkinson’s sounds alright but not from your 

description of the proposal etc. I have heard from Holt 

 

[no sign off] 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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23 March 1919 (Sunday) 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Thanks for all those cuttings. I suppose you can get Doreen’s from the paper. I see 

they call her ‘his’. Yes they do write a lot about Ian and Ballin. By the bye I see 

Wavebeam won but not Ian up. As regards fishing I think you ought to make 

enquiries as to where to go. I suppose Mrs Straker and other aunts of yours know 

lots of places. I should think the photo of Doreen would look much better than the 

print, and why not get one for Dolly and ourselves.  

 

The division was supposed to come to an end yesterday. The GSOI left to be the 

same to the 33rd Division General David Campbell. Cameron is also leaving any day 

probably, and my brigade is supposed to be under Rennie, but as I am still here it 

isn’t yet. No orders about me yet. I have all my officers (staff) doing nothing except 

perhaps one, and no orders about them. They rather get on my nerves as all they do 

is to turn on the gramophone which 

 

page 2 

generally makes such a noise one can’t hear oneself speak especially in a very high 

bare big room. It has an irritating rather than soothing effect.  

 

I can’t fill in the VC DSO thing is I don’t know what I got mine for. I was never told! 

and never saw the written recommendation. One would have to ask P Wood which I 

wouldn’t dream of. The coal report sounds as if Ian would have no need to learn the 

business as the collieries will be ‘nationalised’ for certain before long. I don’t think the 

coal owners have come out too well in that the miners undoubtedly seemed to have 

grievances.  

 

Don’t say so! The tongue has never arrived! I am glad the helmet is appreciated. 

Achilles will be very pleased. The case at Cox’s should be two containing ‘spare kit’. 

Lovely morning, thinking of riding over to Cambrai, 16 miles. Rather far. Best of luck! 

Yours Hubert 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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24 March 1919 

page 1 

Helen Darling 

Have just been walking round the remains of the brigade with the divisional 

commander. He walks a terrific pace. I am not in it unless it’s a cold day which it 

wasn’t. He goes to Mons on the 28th to take over command of another group of 

cadres, and another general, Daly, comes here. I believe he (Daly) has arranged for 

his wife to come to Le Touquet and I suppose he will motor down for ‘weekends’.  

 

I believe the cadres of my battalions will be here for six weeks or two months more 

before they will be ready to ship them to England. Really that will be awfully boring I 

think as there is nothing of any sort to do. They will probably have taken away the 

horses and reduced the motors so there will be no means of getting about. I should 

get a rod etc. out as there must be some trout somewhere but nowhere very near I 

think. Brigadier General Forman commanding Royal Artillery of this division has got 

his orders to go home to command a brigade of Artillery which is a lieutenant 

colonel’s job. So I am the only one 

 

page 2 

without any definite orders to go.  

 

Yesterday I rode about 30 miles to near Cambrai and back to see the ground where 

we were to have relieved the Canadians about October 5th. There was still lots of 

battle debris about and it was quite interesting. It is being ploughed up though, and 

very shortly most of the battlefields will be unrecognisable except in the very worst 

parts. Young Rogerson is aide de camp to the General (Maynard) commander at 

Archangel! 

 

I see Wavebeam won at 10-1 but with a professional up. How well this horse is 

turning out. Joey is not a whistler I don’t think. It was the other horse, Darkie, that 

was making the noise I heard. What do you think of Darkie’s photos? He is 

comfortable to ride but stumbles badly when walking when he tires, and Joey would 

last him out easily. I don’t care much for him.  
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Yesterday (Sunday) was a lovely day. This morning it was snowing before breakfast. 

Since, it has been raining a bit and is quite warm. It seems to snow most days.  

 

I went to call on our host this morning. The Germans have taken all his pictures, 

furniture and nice things. I saw his safe burst open and everything of value gone. 

There is a concrete dugout made by them under the hall in case of bombing. The 

Germans have taken all the fittings of the doors etc. brass or copper.  

 

I suppose I thought you weren’t going to Liverpool to economise. It isn’t so expensive 

for a lady as a man. Of course if Ian rides I think you ought to go. It doesn’t seem as 

if he was going to. If he doesn’t I think he ought to ty to win it with a professional. I 

don’t see why not if he can’t ride the weight. 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

27 March 1919 Thursday 

page 1 

If in time wire or write to Navy and Military Club, 94 Piccadilly, about anything. 

 

Helen Darling 

I expect to leave here on Sunday next and to cross over on Monday. I think I had 

better stay a night in town to see Holt about investments. Would try to get a room in 

lodgings in Half Moon Street and live at the Club. I doubt if Dolly has set up house 

yet. I can’t think of anything particular requiring to be done in town except I might go 

to the War Office and try to find out exactly where I am likely to be sent. I heard from 

Turner today, and he says the 2nd Battalion practically down to cadre are still on the 

Rhine, but there are some details under Brereton, and seven officers at Bordon 

which sounds ominous. Rennie has been ordered to command a battalion on the 

Rhine at which I expect he is pretty sick. The finance people have been cutting down 

things and they won’t let a brigadier take 

 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:contactdurhamatwar@durham.gov.uk


 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 

International License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ 
You can download this work and share it with others as long as it is credited, but you can’t change it in any way or use 
it commercially 
© Durham County Record Office: Ref. D/DLI 7/1230/185-223. Email record.office@durham.gov.uk 

page 2 

home the cadres. As soon as I leave here my pay will be cut down to colonel. Turner 

has applied for a battalion on the Rhine but doubt if he gets it. Expects to be a 

company commander under me.  

 

I’ve had a letter from a young fellow called ‘Beart’ who was General Congreve’s aide 

de camp, and has been on the staff most of the war, asking for a place in the 2nd 

Battalion. Expects it will be ‘very popular’ (owing I suppose to the commanding 

officer and his wife!). He is very afraid he won’t get back to it. He would be a nice 

fellow to have as naturally he is a gentleman etc. Turner says he is getting out polo 

sticks to start training the officers he has for India!  

 

We must have a fearfully good battalion the envy of all eyes! I dare say we shall 

collect some good officers which would be a treat after the War Office. Hope all goes 

well at Liverpool. Cameron and two of his staff came to dinner last night. I won 5 

francs from him but he forgot! 

Yours Hubert 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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