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27 July 1916 

The St John Ambulance Brigade 

No. VI (Northern) District 

Deputy Commissioner: CB Palmer Esq 

District Headquarters 

Cambridge Hall 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

 

The Chief Commissioner 

St John's Gate 

Clerkenwell 

London 

 

[annotated] Acknowledged only, 28 July 1916, WHW 

 

Sir, 

St John Ambulance Brigade Hospitals 

I have the honour to inform you that Saltwell Towers, Gateshead, has been accepted 

by the Military Authorities as a St John Ambulance Brigade Hospital. It is now 

opened and fully occupied. The hospital has 50 beds and is run as a Brigade 

Hospital as distinct from VAD. 

The wards are given names in connection with the Order as follows: 

1. St John's Gate 

2. Amalfi 

3. Knights of St John 

4. Acre 

5. Cyprus 

6. Rhodes 

7. Malta 
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The money for this hospital, which cost nearly £900, has been found principally by 

the auctioneers and estate agents, holding a series of auction sales for us in the 

North of England. 

 

I should be glad to receive grant of £10 in respect to the Gateshead Saltwell Nursing 

Division staffing this hospital or any increased grant that may be sanctioned by the 

Order. This hospital is under the charge of Lady District Superintendent Mrs Palmer I 

have also pleasure in informing you that the Jesmond Nursing Division have had 6 

Kensington Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne, with 40 beds accepted as a St John 

Ambulance Brigade Hospital, and this Hospital will be opened in the course of a 

week's time. I should be obliged if you would send a grant of £10 in respect to the 

Jesmond Nursing Division staffing this Hospital, or as much more as the Order will 

grant towards this particular hospital. The hospital is in charge of Lady Division 

Superintendent Miss Gurney. 

I have the honour to be, Sir 

Your obedient servant 

CB Palmer 

Deputy Commisioner 

No.6 (Northern) District 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 August 1916 

[copy of outgoing letter] 

CB Palmer, Esq. 

Cambridge Hall 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your letter dated 27th July, I have now taken over the registration 

of hospitals from Mr Darvil-Smith. Will you be so good as to fill in the two enclosed 
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forms in order that I may be enabled to register them at the War Office. I understand 

that you have not done so as yet.  

Yours faithfully 

WOP [Prichard] 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

5 August 1916 

[copy of outgoing letter] 

WR Edwards, Esq. 

Secretary 

Order of St John 

St John’s Gate 

 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose a copy of a letter I have received on taking over the registration of hospitals 

from Mr. Darvil-Smith. I shall be glad to hear if the grant is made to these two 

hospitals.  

Yours faithfully 

WOP [Prichard] 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

7 August 1916 

The St John Ambulance Brigade 

No. VI (Northern) District 

Deputy Commissioner: CB Palmer Esq 

District Headquarters 

Cambridge Hall 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

 

Major WO Prichard 
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St John's Gate 

Clerkenwell 

London 

 

Dear Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 5th of August relative to hospitals, I send you the 

forms, but wish to point out that both hospitals are accepted and in full 

accommodation, having been accepted by the DDMS, Northern Command. That at 

Saltwell Towers is technically an extension of Whinney House Hospital being under 

the same office administration as this hospital, Mrs Palmer being in charge of both 

hospitals. 

Yours faithfully, 

Deputy Commissioner 

No. 6 (Northern) District 
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