
Joseph Ramsay 1891 - 1958 

 

Joseph Ramsay was born in Brandon on 23rd February 1891 and was baptised at St John’s Church 

Brandon on 25th March 1891.  His parents were William Armstrong Ramsay and Anne (nee Tyson), 

his first wife. 

They lived at 13 Park Street, Brandon Colliery where his father worked and had an elder brother 

called William and later a younger brother - Robert. He started working at the Colliery but when war 

broke out he signed up and joined the Royal Field Artillery 51st Brigade 9th Division. His services 

started on 25th November 1918.  Sadly his war records were lost during a fire in WW2. His 

sweetheart – Mary Naisbitt however did write down his movements and he sent her postcards. 

   

He went to Le Havre, Brussels, Calais, Boulogne, Arras, Amiens,  Peronne, Ypres,  Loos and 

Baupaume.  On 25th November 1918 they entered Germany and went to Duren, Cologne and 

Solingen.  He returned home on 9th January 1919. I have no record of any service medals but he did 

have a small medal from Brandon Club. 

 

 



   

 A month later on 22nd February 1919 he married Mary Naisbitt at the Durham Registry Office.  They 

had  3 children Joseph, Mary Ellen (Maisie) and William (Sam). Sadly many men didn’t return home 

and a Memorial stands just outside of Arras in memory to the 9th Division. 

It has stones around the central tower for each division. 

 



 

 

 Joseph returned to the colliery and worked there until he retired at 65.  Despite his war service he 

did receive a Certificate for 50 years service by the National Coal Board. 

 

 



Joseph Ramsay died on 13th April 1958 and is buried at Brandon Village Cemetery.  

 

His wife Mary died on 17th July 1983 and her ashes were interred with her husband. Sadly this part of 

the cemetery is now out of bounds due to subsidence so after 50 years in Brandon Colliery Joseph 

may now return there to rest. 

Written by his Grandaughter who he never had chance to meet – Josephine Margaret Ramsay 


